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Zeno 


* 

Chap. 

againft: Zeno t the lawful Prince, and forced him 
to fly for his Safety into Ifauria , after which he 
caus’d himfelf to be declar’d Emperor* and created 
his Son Marcus C&fdr. He no fooner thought him- 
felf eftablifh’d in his Ufurpation before he apply’d 
his Power to the Re-eftablifhment of Hereticks, re- 




calling thofe Bilhops who had been formerly ba 
nifh’d for their Imp' * '* 



Cruelty againft thofe who had 


and by his Edicts con¬ 
demning the Afts of the Council of Chalcedony pro 
ceeding with _ 

the Courage to oppofe him* And as thefe his Pra¬ 
ctices render’d him odious to the Orthodox Chri- 
ftians, fo did his Pride and Avarice expofe him to 
the Hatred and Contempt of the Pretorian Soldiers* 
who had promis’d themfelves great Advantages from 
the late Revolution, but being defeated in their 


fothat 


Hopes became foon weary of the Change} 
cording to the Infolence of moft Soldiers who are 


employ’d in the Service of an unlawful 


5 


they 


eadily liften’d to fuch Overtures as Zeno's Agents 
thought fit to make ’em, and were perfuaded to 


deftroy him who had no Title to the Authority he 


enjoy’d 


9 


but what 





deriv’d from them. Some 


write that about this time there happen’d a great 
Earthquake at Conflantinople 9 in which a confidera- 
ble part of the City was confum’d, efpecialjy the 
Library, containing no lefs than one hundred and 
twenty thoufand Volumes of all iorts, among which 
were the Works of Homer written in Gold Chara- 


Dragon’s Skin of a pi 


Cfcers, and cover’d with a ----* ~ ~ r - ~ 

digious Length 5 and that the People attributing 
thefe publick Calamities to the Ufurpation of Baft 
lifcus were more inclinable to reft ore Zeno ; But the 
firft Account is founded upon better Authority, 
and more agreeable to Reafon. Bafilifcus was not 
fo fupine and negligent, but he forefaw the Storm 
they were railing againft him, and prepar’d himfelf 
in the beft manner he could to encounter it. To the 

& Forces 







A 




Zeno ft- 

fiord. 


Forces be had already on .Foot, whofe Fidelity he 

had great reafon to fufpe£fc, he added fuch new Le« 
vies as the Exigency of his Affairs would permit, 
and having mufter’d his Army committed it to the 
Conduct of Harmattm , or Armatus, his near Kinf- 
man$ who however, beingfeduc’d by fome Prefents 
fent him by Zeno, and allur'd by the Promife he 
had given him of creating his Son Cafiar upon his 
Reiteration, concurr’d with the chief of the Male- 
contents, and deliver’d up all his Forces to Zeno. 
Bafihfcus being thus betray’d by his own Soldiers 
fled once more for Refuge into the great Church, 
depofiting the Imperial Crown upon the Altar. 
From thence he was forc’d by Acacius , Patriarch of 
Conftantinople, and being deliver’d into the Hands 
of Zeno, was by him banifh’d together with his 
Wife and Children into Cappadocia, where they all 
perifh’d in a fhort time by Hunger and Cold. Thus 
ended the Ufurpation of Bafitlificus % who, after he 
had tyranniz’d for the fpace of eighteen or twenty 
Months receiv’d the juft Reward of his Treafon 
and Impiety, and Zeno was again fainted Emperor 5 
the People being now as zealous in his Reftoration, 
as they had been before violent in his Expulfion.' 
At firft he appear’d very fenfible of the great Ser¬ 
vices Ar mains had done him 5 he advanc’d him to 






through the Favour and Connivance of the Tyrant; 
and this he did not fo much out of any juft Zeal 
to the true Religion, as to fupport himfelf the bet¬ 
ter by the Intered of the Catholick Party, and ob¬ 
tain the good Will of Simplicius , Bifhop of Rome , 

wfaofe Abidance would be of great Ufe to him in 

his intended Defigns againd Odoacer y whom he ac- OJoacerV 

counted as no other than an Ufurper, tho’ he go- 
vern’d in the Wed with much Prudence and Mo- 
deration, redoring to the Cities their ancient Pri- Weft, 
vileges, contributing largely to the re-edifying thofe 
that had been dedroy’d by the Fury of the War 5 
and didributing judice to all with an impartial 
: Hand as appears by the Punifhment he inflifted 

o Vi Viator and Ovida , two Commanders, who en- 
vying Nepos the Tranquility he enjoy’d at Salone 
in Dalmatia , whither he had been forc'd to retire 
after Orejles had diveded him of the Imperial Or¬ 
naments, and where he liv’d without ever bufying . 
himfelf with the Affairs of State, furpriz’d him in 
his Houfe, and murder’d him. At the fame time^* Death 
he gave the People of Liguria a Signal Indance o(°f Ne P 0S ° 
his great Mercy and Clemency, in remitting to them 
a heavy Tax impos’d upon’em by Pelagias , the Pm~ 
feSlus Pr&toYio , and behav'd himfelf, in all Refpe£fo, 
with fo much TenJernefs towards the Catholick 
Ghridians, that Simplicius could not forbear admi¬ 
ring the great Goodnefs of God, who after fo 

ftrange Convulfions and Revolutions in the 

B 3 States 




6 


The Roman 




Vol. IV. 

t 

d at length blefs’d the Churches of Italy 



9 


&.D 

481. 


with an univerfai Repofe, tho’ under the Govern 
ment of an Heretick. This made Odoacer accepta 
ble to the People in general, it being feldom known 
that the Subje£t calls the Title of the Prince in 
queftion, ’till being opprefs’d in his private Intereft 
he is provok’d to examine into that of the Pub« 

lick. 


This general good Will 


with which Odoacer 


reign’d 


Italy 


3 


d Zeno's Aver lion to him 


3 


? 


and made him more intent upon his Deftruftion 
from the Profecution of which he was diverted by 

fome Domeftick Troubles, occafion’d firftby Theo 

dorich , a Scythian , the Son of Tr farms, who enter’d 

and 


LJLJC UUUU! Ml f iCil Il'lOy VV1JU V< 

Thrace with a very powerful Army of Goths, 

within four Miles of Conftantinople, which he 


had certainly taken 


1 


h 


own 


Men 


3 


either 


over-rul’d and perfuaded him 


A* D. 

482,* 


of Envy to his Succefs, or Fear of the Enemy 

> return j fhortly af 

hich he was kill'd by a Fall from his Horfe. 

d from the Apprehen 


9 


acr> 


Zeno was fcarce recover 

lion of this invafion, before frefh Troubles of 


mor 


dang 




Confeq 


pted his Re 


Martian pofe j for Martian the Son of Anthemius* one of 




the late Roman Emperors, raised a Civil War in 
the Empire, to which he laid Claim in Right of 
his Wife Leonthia , the Daughter of Leo , who be* 


ng 


the 


younger was Born after her Father had 


been advanc’d to the Empire, whereas Zeno 


was Bom whilft he was a 


priva 


Man 


Wife 
Upon 


\ he rais’d an Army confifting chiefly 

of Maie-contents, and fuch whom the Mifcarriages 
or termer Factions had prepared for any defperate 
Attempt; with thefe he fo refolutely attack’d Zeno $ 
that he fluit him up in his Palace, and had he pur- 


fu’ 


d his Defign with the fame Vigour he begun, 
hp had, jn all probability, fucceeded; but thinking 

"ror, and that it was 


himfelf fecure of the Emp 


impoffible 

& 



f M 


LIII. 


Zeno 






i 

\ * 


♦ 

* S 


Attempt, he 


the next 


Chap.I. 

■ 

impoffible for him to mifcarry in t 
deferr’d the farther Profecution of 
Morning, which gave Zeno Time to confult his 
own Safety, and draw off feveral of the adverfe 
Party to his Intereft. Thefe at the next Encoun 
ter forfook Martian , who was forc’d to fly for 
Safety into Cappadocia , where he led a private Life 
for feme time among the Monks \ but being at 
length difeover’d 




Zeno 


9 


he banifli’d him into 


¥ 



Tarfus in Cilicia , where he was made a Prieft. 

This Infurre&ion was no fooner quell’d before 
frefli Commotions in the Eaft threw Zeno into new 

m 

Preplexities; for Leontius , Governor of Syria 7 at the Leontius 

Inftigation of Ferina the Empref, and Mother-in -**P fi 
Law to Zeno , nflum’d the Imperial Purple 5 againft 
whom the Emperor immediately difpatch’d lllus 7 the 
Captain of his Guards, whom Verina carefs’d, and 
manag’d with fo much Addrefs, that inftead of op 
pofing Leontius he betray’d his Mafler, and join d 
With the Rebels. This Revolution threaten’d Zeno 

lefs than an utter Ruin, for he knew they 

and 


with no 

were all Perfons of great Power in the Emp 


•) 


whom he had highly 
Carriag 


d 



his 


ngrareful 


for they had been of great Service to 
him in his former Extremities. Wherefore, the Zeno 
better to fecure himfelf againft fo terrible a Tern- 


is 


peft 


9 


he addrefs’d himfelf to Theodoricb RnmaL ^ ch , ,he 


King of the Oflrogoths 7 who had for fome Years 


Court 


whei 


He 


been brought up in the Emperor 
he had formerly been detain’d as an Ho ft age 
was a Prince, Comely and Courageous, having great 
Part of lUyricum under his Dominion, where he 


Goth 
v j 


kept a powerful Army conftantly on Foot the better 

ftly invited 


Zeno 


to fecure his Authority 

him to Conftantinople , where being arrived he re 
ceived him with great Honour, made him many 


Royal Prefents, yielded up to him that Part of 
Baeia and Myfia that border’d upon his own Ter«> 

ritories* 




4 



♦ 



LIII. 


Zeno. 


Nor was the 


Chap. I. 

« 

ceeding Detriment of Chriftianity. 

State of the Church in a much better Condition in 
Africk , where Honric* had' lately fuccecded his Fa¬ 
ther Genferich , who after a vi£lorious Reign of 
fifty eight Years dy’d in the peaceable Poflefiiunof 



that fpacious Country. 

His Son Homier as he fucceeded his Father in all Honric; 
his Dominions, fo he inherited his violent Affection ^ s ° n A 

for the Arian Herefie, and bitter Spirit of Perfe- j ^ramifes 
cution } he commanded all the great Officers of the ii Africa 
Court to embrace the fame Profeffion with him 

felf, otherwife he threaten’d to remove them from 

* 

their Employments •, and thofe who refus’d to com 
ply were baniflfd into Sicily and Sardinia , where 


they underwent unexpreffible Torments with an 


unfhaken Conftancy, encoura 




to it 



the 


pre 


The better to 


he 


valent Examples of their Pallors, 
countenance thefe his Inhumun Proceedings, 

madeufeof Stratagemsunworthy a Prince orChri- 

Ilian, in which, when he faw himfelf defeated, he 


banifli’d at once, with an Infamous Barbarity, near 


feven thoufand Ecclefiatlicks into the Defarts of 


Africk 


5 


without regard to the Age and Infirmity 




of feveral among ’em 

He took from all the Orthodox the Power of 
difpofing of any thing by Donation, by Teftament 
or any other way whatfoever, and per filled fo ob 
flinately in his Perfection, that his Subjefts found 
themfelves under a neccffity of renouncing the 
Faith, or quitting their Habitations, and embracing 

a defpicable Poverty i.a a voluntary Exile. 

fl /v « . 1 t 


fhe 


Writers of that Age have recorded feveral Mira 
cles effected by the Maityrs of thofe Times, how 


fome upbraided the 


Tv? ant 


for his Cruelty, even 


s by 


after they had been dej riv’d of their Ter rue 
his Command, the Power of the Holy Ghoii won 
derfully fupplying the Defeat of Nature; how 


_ 9 

others by their extraordinary Piety were able to 

raife 
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Chap, li L 1 II. Zeno. 15 

% 

Geptdes , (at that time the Inhabitants of Podolia) 
and Bufa , King of Bulgaria, with united Forces 
fell upon him } induc’d to it, either out of Envy to 
his great Fortune, or at the Inftigation of Odoacer, 
who by that means thought to divert a Storm, 
which flood ready to difcharge it felf upon his 
Head. However Theodorich with an undaunted Re^ 

Solution engag’d and defeated ’em \ after which he 
prepar’d to inarch with his victorious Army into 
Italy . The Year following he pafs’d the Drove , A.D. 
and the Save, directing his Courfc immediately for 460. 
Italy , and in a let Battel overthrew Odoacer, who 
was forc’d to fly with his broken Troops to Verona. 
Thither Theodorich follow’d him, and tho 5 the King 
behav’d himfelf like a brave experienc’d Comman¬ 
der, he was again routed near the Place, and many 
of his Soldiers threw themfelves into the Adige , 
where they were all drown’d. 

The Citizens of Verona , aftonifli’d at the Suc- 
cefs of this Warlike Prince, open’d their Gates and 
receiv’d him into the City. After this he was Sir- 
nam’d Veronenfis, in Memory of the great Viftory 
he obtain’d near Verona , and in regard that was the 
firft remarkable City in Italy chat receiv’d and ac¬ 
knowledg’d him. Odoacer engag’d him once more 
upon the Adda , and tho’ he was renown’d for his 
Courage and Difcipline, yet was he a third time 
defeated $ after which he march’d with great Pre¬ 
cipitation to Rome, hoping if he could preferve that 
City firm to his Intereft, he fhould (till, maintain 
himfelf Mailer of Italy: But the Citizens upon his 
Approach fhuc their Gates againft him, declaring, 
that in Obedience to Zeno\ Commands, they were 
refoiv’d to acknowledge Theodorich for their Prince. 
Odoacer , incens’d at this Anfwer, plunder’d and 
burnt the Suburbs after which he march’d towards 
Ravenna , where he met with Lihella , General of 
Theodorich* s Army, engag’d, defeated, and flew 

him ^ 


1 








vf-* 

# 
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Chap. 



LIV 


Anafta/ius. 


a 


Change, efFc£fced, as it was generally conceiv’d, by 

the Artifices of Ariadne , who, inftead of Zeno , a 
Perfon corrupt in his Principles of Rel 


infamous lr 

with a Prir 


and 

his Behaviour, had now blefs’d ’em 


& 


3 


3 


who feern’d 


to confirm and 


eftablifti the true Faith by his Edicts, and adorn it 

his Example | fo that the Church promis’d it 

felf-an uninterrupted Repofe under fo propitious 



Adminilh 


Fe lix 


9 


Bifhop of Rome , had no 


fooner heard of his Election, but he congratulated 


his Advancement 



L 


full of Refpeft 


3 


in 


which he exhorted him to perf evere in the Faith , and 
put a Stop to the great Progrefs Here fie had made 
in the Eafl , through the Authority and Connivance of 


his Predecefi 


Zeno 


and Acacius late Patriarch of 



was 


Cuiiom with the molt 


Conftantinople 
aftive among the Arians to prep oflels, as much as 
they could, every new Prince* in favour of their 
damnable Errors, and reprefent the Catholick Pre 
lates 


a 


t 


, cw People obflinate and intra£tab!e, who 
bour’d to create and promote Divifions in the Church 

to the utter Ruin of that Chriftian Charity, the 
great Badge of their Profefiion. Thefe Pra£h‘ces 


Felix in his Letters took care to obv 


9 


break 


and fuc 

pre 



Plague to the 


r 


»7 


ceeded fo far that Afiafiafius did 
fently, tho 5 in time he became a 
Church. 

During thefe Tranfa£lions and Changes of State D . 1 
in the Ealt, Theodorich purfu’d his Conquefts with 491. 
much Succefs in the Welt, he prefs’d hard upon 
Odoacer , who defired to try his Fortune in another 
Battel, before he Ihut himfelf up within the Walls 
of Ravenna , and was again defeated - 9 fo that he was 
forced to retire into the Town, and make the belt 
Preparations he could for a Siege. It was fo well 
fortified by Art and Nature, and fo ftrongly garri- 
fon’d, thztTheodovich found it impoffibie to take ic 

Force, and therefore chofe rather to block it 

C up 




the 



Hijtory. 


Vol. IV 


6 


up, and reduce it by Famine*, to which Purpofe he 

order’d a great Part of his Army to ftraiten it both 

Sea and Land, and march’d with the reft to con¬ 



quer thofe other Towns that ftill continu’d firm in 
their Obedience to Qdvacer, and by degrees grew 
fo ftrong in Italy r through his indefatigable in 


duftry 


9 


that Gandabond 




in 

by 


AfricJc 


King 


of the Fandals 


9 


an 


exprefs 


furpriz’d at his prodig 


Embafly courted 


his 


Progrefs 
Alliance 


promifing to 


eiig 


9 

9 


Sicily up to him, which ’rill 


that time he had grievoufly molefted. Tbeodorkh 
receiv’d the Ambafladors with great Civility, and 
having taken in all the Italian Towns that held out 
againft him, except Cefena , which he thought not 
fit to attempt, becaufe he knew it was defended by 
a very numerous Garnfon, he return’d to the Siege 

of Ravenna , where 


Odoacer ftill made a very b 
and vigorous Refiftance, and by his frequent Sal 
lies greatly incommoded the Befiegers, who how 
ever feem’d obftinately refolv’d to take it. The 
Goths had for a long time fo ftraitly beleaguer’d 
the Town,* that the Famine appear’d more terrible 
within, than the Enemy was without the Walls 
and render’d the Defenders weak and difpirited. 
In this Condition Odoacer mufter’d the beft; and 
moft refolute of all his Troops, and taking the 
Advantage of the Night,fallied out withfuch ade- 

Courage upon the Enemy, .that they firft; 


9 



put ’em into Diforder, and after that to Flight 


Iheodorich himfelf in the general Confufion accom 


panying his Fugitive Soldiers 


9 


till 


length per 


ceiving his Error he made ’em rally and face the 
Enemy. Some fay, his Mother meeting him in 
the Rout ask’d him, in Imitation of the ancient 

P 


Spartan Matrons, Whither he was flying ? and bid 
him remember he had no Place left to conceal himfelf 
lefs he defign'd to return into her Womb , there 



ids bis ignominious Head: Thatbeing nearly touch’d 

by 





► 

Chap 



LIV 


Anaflafius 


i 


by fo feafonable a Reproof he flopp’d, and turn’d 
againft the Befieg’d *, who were fo far from follow¬ 
ing the Purfuit, that they were bufied in pillaging 




the Camp, and fupplying themfelves with Pi 
ons, of which they found great Plenty, and for 
want of which they were almofl famifli’d* . The 
Goths , taking the Advantage of their Indifcretion, 

recover’d that Vi- 


fell with great Fury upon’em, 

£lory out of their Hands, which had they known 
how to make a right ufe of would have been indi¬ 
sputable 


and forc’d him with great Slaughter back 

into the City, where a general want of all things 

eflary and convenient imbitter’d the Senfe of their 


Defeat. But forafmuch as 


the other Hand the 


Goths were extreamly weaken’d by the Fatigues of 


fo long and obftinate 


Sieg 




John, Bifhop of the 


A 

concluded 


Place, was upon that Gonuderation encourag’d to ^ etwem t h t 
propofe fome Terms of Accommodation, and fuc- two Kings. 


ceeded fo well 


3 


that after feveral Conferences 


and Intermediations, a Treaty was concluded be¬ 
tween the two Kings, by vertue of which they were 
equally to (hare not only the City of Ravenna, but 
the Kingdom of Italy . Accordingly the Siege was 

the twenty feventh of February , and on the 
fifth of March all the People and Clergy went to 



Theodorich , who made a publick Fntry 


uni 


to the City, and was faluted Ki.ng with 
verfal Acclamations of the Inhabitants,being lodg’d 
together with Odoacer in the Rofal Palace, where 
for fome time they liv'd* and convers’d familiarly 
together as Friends 


In this friendly Correfpondence they liv’d but a 
very fhort time, for Theodorich being jealous of his 

and impatient of a Rival in Em- 

where in the 



D 


493 


5 


3 


Royal Comp 

pi re, invited Odoacer to a Banq 
height of his Mirth and Security he order’d him 
to be aflaffinated together with his only Son,whom Odoacer. 

murder'd, 


the imprudent Father had brought with him to the 



z 


bloody 



2,0 


The 




ory 


Voi IV 


bloody Feaft* • As a Reafon for this inhofpitable 
Cruelty Theodorich alledg’d, That Odoacer , contra¬ 


ry to the late Agreement and Union between ’em 
h id entertain’d pernicious Counfels againft him \ 
and that nothing but the fenfe of his own Danger 
had forc’d him to that rigorous Proceeding. From 
this we may learn, that no Ties of Honour or Hu¬ 
manity are fufficient to reftrain Ambitious 
and that a Fellowlhip in Empire is a Notion vain 

nd impracticable. 

Theodo- Hereupon Theodorich became abfolute in Italy , 
rich clecU- where he govern'd above three and thirty Years with 


Princes, 




: ed . Kin S ‘’/much 


Italy. 



and 
by 



*ation*, reftoring Order 
peaceable and wholfome 


"stary, a 



i of great Learning, Pm 




and Difcipline 

Laws, to a Country where the Licenfe of the pre 
ceding: Wars had introduc’d Confufion and Bar 
barity; in this he was much affifbd by CaJJiodoms 
his Chief Secs 
deuce and Application, who itudy d to inure the 
reftlefs Minds of the Goths to the Arts of Peace 
and foften ’em with the Delights that attend it. 


5 


; Theodorich ’s firil Care was to court the Friendship 

- C /).. i n n Dvl-omn 


of Anaftafius , which he did in a folemnEmbalfy 
puted to that purpofej and at the fame time he 







and Alliances with the 
were his Neighbours, as he 
would moil conduce to his own particular 



tn 


at 


enter’d into fuch 
Weftern Prin 
jud_ 

Advantage, and the publick Tranquility. 


to 


Theodorich 's Am ballad crs found An a ft a fins ready 

to any Overtures of Peace, not only be- 



caufe it was ufually his Cuftom to purchafe it at: a 
high rate from his Enemies^ but for that he was 
now taken up with the Ifamian War rais'd by Lon- 


ginus , 


the 



rother of Zeno 


9 


who 


i) as 


we obferv’d 


before, was fuffer’d by An aft a feus to retire into his 
own Country, where he prefendy began with 





rear 

iligence to raife fuch an Army as would enable 
iim t-o contend upon equal Terms with Anaft a fins 

This 



4 



.1 


Q 


L IV. 



This War, the Particulars of which are not left 


Hiftory 


9 

5 


d 


ith 


Succefs 



fix 


Years together- ’t 



1 at length Anaflajius prevail’d } 
for having by his Generals defeated Longinus in a 
pitch’d Battel, he took him Prifoner, and brought 


him to Conftantinopl 




where 


9 


feve 


ct i 


Indig 


offer’d his Perfon, he order’d his Head to be 
ftruck off, and fix d upon one of the nioft publick 
Places in the City. Conon , Bifhop of Apamea 3 en¬ 


ter’d into this Quarrel in behalf of Longinus , and 
being the firft we meet with in Hiftory that quit 


ted 



Sacred Funition to follow Ar 


9 


thought fit to punifh his Prefumption with s 
lent Death. 

But whilft Affairs were thus manag’d in Ifi 


God 


vxo 


9 


a War of greater Confequence and more Danger to 

the Church 


9 


d between'the Bifhop off? 


and the Patriarch of Conftantinople , in which the Em¬ 
peror thought fit to make himfelf a Party, to fuch 
a height were the Difputes aggravated between'em. 
Acaciusj the late Patriarch, dy’d at lead a profefs’d 

Favourer of Hereticks, for which Reafon the Bi¬ 
fhop of Rome requir’d Euphemius to erafe his Name, 

fes. 


out of the Diptychs , as it was ufual in juch Ca 


and which Euphemius, tho’ by repeated Admonitions 
enjoin’d to do it, peremptorily refus’d} tho’at the 
fame time he was fo far from 


i 

Count-. 


or 


Communicating with Hereticks, that at his firft Ad¬ 
vancement he fummon’d a Synod for the Confir¬ 
mation of the Orthodox Faith, and Condemnation 

♦ 

of Peter and Alexander , who in a Convocation of his 

own calling.had Condemn’d the Council of Chalce- 


9 


don 


Handing which 


and Excommunicated Euph 


9 


Felix 


% 


Notwith 

% 

that ti me Bifhop of Rome 


9 


and his Succeffor Gelatins 3 were fo 



With the Conduit of the Patriarch, or rather 


fttisfy’d 


9 



ambitious of exerting their Authority over other 
es, that upon that Pretence they refus’d to Com- 


Se 




municate 


11 


/ 


A. D 

4 9 A- 



: 



A. D. 


A ©. ?. 



municate with Etiphemius \ from whence a Schifm 
arofe, which continu’d with much Animofity for 
thirty Years together, tho’ the Patriarchs of Con- 
flantinofle were as Orthodox in their Faith as the 
Bilhops of Rome , who however would liften to no 
Accommodation, ’till Acacius his Name, together 
with that of Flavitas his Succeflbr, were eras'd* 
who indeed had but too well deferved it. We may 
here ohferve how different the Method the Popes 
at prefers ufe in their Excommunications is from 
their Proceedings formerly j for then by Excommu¬ 
nication they intended no more, than that they would 
no longer Communicate with thole upon whom 
they pafs'd theCenfure; whereas they now not on¬ 
ly pretend to deny the Excommunicated Perfon the 
Benefit of Divine Service, a Participation in the 
Holy Sacraments, and the Right of Chriftian Bu¬ 
rial, but to Interdict whole Eflates and Principali¬ 
ties at once, delivering’em up to the Claim of him, 
that can firit Conquer ’em. 

Anaftafius had from the Beginning entertain’d a 
great Prejudice to Euphenrius , by reafon he had 
fo peremptorily refus’d to Crown him ’till he had 
fubfcrib’d to the Council of Chalcedon: This Aver- 
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ft 

rible Scfiifm in the Churches of the Eaft, and in 
Egypt: Anaftafius himfelf in the mean time being as 
corrupt in his Principles of Religion as the very word 
of ’em, tho’ they knew not well in what Clajfis or 
Se£t to place him $ however they feem to be mod 
in the right, who make him an Aflbciate of the 
Acephali , or H&jitantes, fo call’d becaufe they a- 
greed with neither of the contending Parties, nor 
yet were headed by any particular Perfon, by whofe 
Name they might didinguifh themfelves from the 
red of the World. The Ifaurian War gave him, 
as he thought, a juft Opportunity of revenging 
himfelf upon Euphemtus , who continu’d dill 5 to 
threaten him with Excommunication unlefs he put 
a ftop to the Perfecution rais’d .againft the Catho- 
licks, and forbore Communicating with the Here- 
ticks. He accus’d him of Countenancing and Af- 
ilfting the Ifawrians in the War againft him, upon Euphem?- 
which Pretence he remov’d him from his See, and lls lift’d- 
fent him into Exile, in which Condition he dy’d, 
much to be commended for his Conftancy and 

Refolution. 

Anaftafim having thus made yfe of his Author 
rity in the Puniftiment of Euphemius , thought his 
Succeflbrs, being taught by his Example, would 
for the future exprefs themfelves with more Com¬ 
pliance and Submiffion to his Pleafure, but quick¬ 
ly found the fame Spirit of Truth animated Mar 
cedonim , who fucceeded him, and who was, a 
Learn’d, Pious, and Orthodox Prelate, and who, 

upon that Account, became as unacceptable as his 

PredecefFor had been to the Emperor Anaftafius^ 
who finding himfelf at laft deliver’d, by a com- 
pleat Viftory, from the Danger of the Jfaurian , 

War, triumph’d with, much Solemnity at ,Conflan» 
tinople , where, being now at Peace at home, he 
Was perfuaded by his Favourites to declare War a- 
gainft Theodorkh in Italy , whofe extraordinary Sue® 

C 4 cefs 

* 



2iA 

L - * 


The 




Vol. IV. 





cefs andProfperity in thofe Parts was no ways ac¬ 
ceptable to the Mini tiers of State. Bu tTh e o dor ich % 
upon the firfi: Intimation of what they were 
tat in 

c J 

ance, and by that 
might otherwife, c 



gainft him, fent to renew the former Alii 


means put a flop 


Day 


to a War that 
thrown the World 


into frefh Confufions} and all this was entirely 


Theodo-owing 


the prudent Management and peaceable 


Spirit of Theodor tch^ who was universally belov’d 


jotta muca hi s Subjects 


Prudence tn 
Italy 


* 



cd and admir’d 



the 


Princes his Neighbours, tho’ for no one Quality 
fo ranch as his excellent Tuftice.. 


ice.. To 

HerulL and other barbarous Nations 


the Ru 

O 




d in by Odo 


as had been 

* 

and had lately poflefs’d them 

Pelves of Pavia 9 and fome other little Towns that 

# 

adjoin’d to it, he affign’d new Poffeflions^ 
ferring thofe they had formerly enjoy’d upon his 


con 


own Fi 


y 

and Follower 


and 


fo far from 


exprefling any Refentment towards them that had 
perfiiled in their Faith inviolable towards Odoacer , 
that he not only pardon’d ’em, but preferred fuch 


Si 5 


Honour 


? 


willing to fi 

d Profit, but 


him to Places of Truil 

d thofe 


9 


Grace, who contrary to their Faith given 


had 
that Pi 


him 

olted to Odoacer , and after the Death of 

again courted his Favour. He order’d 


all Suits and Controverfies arifing among Goths to 
be determin’d by Gothick Judges, and thofe that 
depended between Italians to be decided by Italians ; 
but in cafe any Difference arofe between aG^//?and 


an Italian , then was the Caufe to be try’d before 
Judges of both Nations refpeftively 1 and accord¬ 
ingly he eilablifh’d Magiftrates in allCities 5 thebet 
tei 

9 

pen to a fpeedy 


o bring whatever Controverfies fhould hap 


Iffue 


As to Relig 


he 


was 


himfelf an Arian $ but withal fo favourable and im- 

• % . _ • 

partial to the Orthodox Chriftians, that he differ’d 
none of his Subje&s to quit their Principles out of 

Com* 


i 


* 



* 


t. 


I . 

% 
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Complaifance to him, as hemadejt appear to the A* D 

49S. 


5 

of 


his Chief Favourites* who 


World, when one 
had been bred up, and ’till then embrac’d the Ca- 
tholick Profeffion, made a Complement of his Faith 
to Tbeodorich , and turn’d Arian : Theodorich was 

him 


order’d 


fo enrag'd at his Apoftacy, that he 
immediately to be Beheaded, (Tome fay that he flew 
him with his own Hands) faying, How can I ex - 


who 


am 


pebl thou wilt be jufl and faithful to me 
but a Man , when thou hafl prefwid jhamefully to 
defert the Eternal God? Nor did he fignalize him- 
felf for his Juftice in this refpedt alone, but when 
a Sedition happen’d at Rome the Year following 
upon the Death of Anaflafius , Bifliop of that Ci 

ty» 

himfelf a Prince more inclinable to heal 


and the Election of a Succeflbr, he ihow’d 

the 


* 1 


V 

J 


i 


Breaches of the Church, than promote the Divi- 
fions with which at that time it was moil grievoufly 
affli&ed: For, four Days after the Death of Ana 


J 


* 

» 


t * 


Qafeus 9 two Ferfons, by two different Fa£Hon$, were 
Eiefted to fucceed him : Symmachus , fupported by 
Faujlus , and feveral others of great Authority in 
the Senate ^ and Laurentius , protected by Feflus and 
Sabinus^ Men of equal Intereft in the fame Aflem- 
bly. The Ambition of the Competitors, and the A civil 


\ 


Obftinacy of their Partifans, rais’d a fort of Civil 
War in Rome , and fever d on both Sides loft their 
Lives in the Quarrel 5 at 1 aft they were forc’d to 
haverecourfe to Ibeodorich for his Decifion, who 


War in 
Rome. 


he ufually kept 


refiding then at Ravenna , where 
his Court, thither Ferfons deputed from both 
Parties went to attend him, and fm mg acquainted 
him with the Grounds of their Debate* he filenc’d 


their Difputes 



Confirm'd Bifhop of ■Rome , 
Elected, and was fupported 


Ordaining, That he ftsould be 

who had been firft 





ority of 

V- , r -f ** J ' 

' Voices yw hereupon Symmachus*, who had been firft 

ajority, was created 

Bifhop 5 


diofen, and that by 


a great 

O 



* 
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*7 


her Judgment, for a great part of 

an Earth* 


the Country of H mtus was deftroy’d by 

quake. 

The Troubles and Divifions in Rome were fo far 
from being compos'd by Theodorichh Sentence in fa¬ 
vour of Symmacbus 9 that the Contefts were conti- 

with great violence in the City, fo that on 

one fide and the other infinite Murders were com- 

• _ % 

mitted; and fomefay the greateft part of theCler- 

and no fmall number of the Roman Citizens 




y’d in the Quarrel \ this oblig’d Theodoricb to take Theodo 
Journey to Rome in Perfon, and try, by his P re ’S c ^ w#: 


#* 


5 


to determine fo important an Affair 


He 


fence 

made his Entry with a Pomp and Magnificence 
fuicable to the Greatnefs of his Mind, and Affe£fci* 


of his People. Rome had 


for a long time 


beheld any thing fo Illuftrious; it feem’d a Repre 
fentation of her former Grandeur, when her anci 
ent Heroes return’d home with Honour and Con 


queft 


* 


the Citizens were fo generally affefted with 


the Sight of their King, that they all ftriv’d to 
outvie each other in the fenfe they had of the pub- 
lick Profperity, and their Demonftrations of Joy 
and Satisfa&ion. During this Triumph Fulgertti - 
US' who was at prefent no more than a Monk, ar¬ 
riv’d at Rome , and after having vifited fuch Places 

jicken and kindle his De- 


he judg’d proper to 


i 


votion, he went to the Ampitheatre, where the 

Gracious Speech 


j 


King was Addrefling himfelf 
to the People, and where it might truly be faid 
all that was Great and Glorious in the World was 
colkfted into one Aflembly. Fulgentius Was fur- 
priz’d at fo auguft an Appearance, and with a 
fort of Extafie faid to thofe that flood 


* 



him 

arthly Rome is fo exceeding Glorious » how much 


more 


fufalem 



and Majeflick 



the Heavenly Je 


And 



Mortal Men are fo delighted 


with the Pomp and Grandeur of this World , 


what 

Glory 


< 



% 




D 


500 


* 

The Roman Hiftory. 

Glory and Satisfaction tnufi the Saints 


Vcl. IV. 


the 


Contempt 


f the Eternal God of Truth 


? 


After Theodor sch had y lifted the mo ft remarkable 

• 1 

Parts oft the City, and given Order to have thole 
that were decay’d built more magnificent, if poffft 

Synod, 


ble* than th 



before, he affembled 


which theEle£ti ri of Symmachus was confirm’d 



th 


Affai 


as well of the 


and having compos 1 

Church as State, in the beft manner he could, he 
return’d to Ravenna. 

Whilft Theodorich thus employ’d himfelf for the 
Good of his Subjects in the Weft, Anaftafius was 


followin 


3 


Methods quite contrary in the Baft 
where he render’d himfelf odious by his Sloth 
Wantonnefs and Cruelty.* Whilft Longinus the Bro¬ 
ther of Zeno Jiv’d* or any Man in the Empire that 


had a Power and Inclination to keep that*Fa£E~„ 
awake* his Fear and Jealoufie reftraio’d him with® 
fome Bounds of Modefty \ but being deliver’d 


and 



from that Fear by the Death of Long 
Adherents, he then gave way to his Brutal Paffi- 
ons, and the Spirit of Perfection. Macedonia, 

^ i 5 ftood 

firm to the Council of Chalcedony and was follow’d 
in the fame 

the Inhabitants. The Conftancy of the Patriarch, 


fpight of all hisPromifes and Threatning 



ntiments by the greateft part of 


and the great Number of 



Folio wei 


■ w j-j* 4 -iuuiuv.i va uicj Jt kju\j wt-ia, highly 
d Anaftafiusy and therefore when one Day 

* • ft O ^ « -m _* 1 _ _ J 


they were aflembled in the Theatre to behold the 
Anaftafius publick Shows, he mafTacred no lefs than three 

crJlt M thou ^ ar,c * °f r hem by the Hands of Inhuman Ruf 
rue y ' fians lodged there in fecret for that purpofe. This 

Act of Barbarity, as it render’d him generally ha¬ 
ted by his Subjefth, fo it feem’d to adminifter to 

Symmachus , Bifhop of Rome , juft: Grounds for his 
Excommunication, which the Biftiop readily laid 


hold upon; for befides the ancient Quarrel of hisPre 

deceflbrs, who refus’d to live in Communion with 

* * 

the 


f 
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the Patriarchs of Confiantinople , Symmachus was 
perfonally injur’d by Anaftafws , who had by his 
Agents privately encourag d and fuppprted the Fa 


£tion that was ftill maintain’d againft him 


9 


and up 


every Opportunity 


perplex his Af 


For thefe Reafons Symmachus y by the Advice ' Exccsmm ^ 


fairs. 

of his Council, excommunicated the Emperor* 
and, as we take it, is the firft Inftance of a Pope 
who (train'd his Authority fo high, and prefum’d 


mealed by 
the Tope 


dired it againft the Perfon of an Emp 


Jna 


fiafius being fenfibly offended at fo fignalan Affront, 
declar’d, by a publick Inftrument in Writing, That 


the Sentence of Excommunication was 


? 


gbt 


be of any Force, accufing Symmachus at the fame 
time of many Crimes, that render’d him unwor 
thy the Dignity he had infolently ufurp’d. The 


Pop 


found himfelf oblig’d to make an Apology 


9 


which he juftify’d what he had done, and affirm’d 
The Dignity of a Pope was as much above that of 


9 


Heaven is higher than the Earth 


This 


Emperor , as 

Quarrel between the Pope and the Emperor con¬ 
tinu’d during the .Pontificate of Symmachus , and 
fome time longer 5 and in all Probability encourag’d 
Cabades King of Ferfia , to begin a War upon the 
Empire. 


I hat Pi 


ince, whether he ftood really in need of 
Mony, or obferving the (loathful unadive Tem¬ 
per of Anafiafius , who whenever he was prefs’d or 
threaten’d by a prevailing Enemy bought his Peace, 


and often 


y extravagant Rate, fent 


bor 


row a confiderable Sum of him, and upon a Refu- 

menia , where he 


fr 


' m \ 


I 

* 

\ 

* 

t 

l 


fal fell with a great Army into At 
roved up and down with great Lieenc 
the Country round about, and. then laid clofe Sieg 



% 

ftroying 


to Amida: which 


tho’ 


the chief 1 own 


HP 


of Adefd- Amida be 


h 


Per dans 




^ * 

* 


• i\ 

-\ 

Ji 

i: 

* * 

i * 

-A 
« * 


potamia , had no Garrifon nor any Provifions fit for bth* 

Defence: However the Inhabitants made a very ex¬ 
traordinary Refiftance, and did fuch Execution 

from 




Amida 

* 

taken. 


from the Walls, and in their Sallies upon the Ene¬ 
my, that they much impair’d and difhearten’d the 
Perjian Army, infomuch that Cabades was 

_ o*__ _ 


fblv’d to raife the Siege, ’till the Infolence of the 
Townfmen, who revil’d and affronted him from 
the Walls, provok’d him to perfevere* to which he 
was encourag’d by the impudence of fome com 


xnon Froftitutes 




who 


famoufly 


d thofe 


Parts to his View, which Nature had intended 

fhould be mo ft conceal’d. Hereupon the Magi 
gave him Affurances of an undoubted Succefs, and 
that the Inhabitants Vould ere long be forc’d to 
fhow him all their fecret and moft darling Trea- 
fures. Upon thefe Suggeftions the Siege was con¬ 
tinu’d, and fome Days after a Perfian Soldier by 
chance difcover’d an old Vault near one of the 


Turrets, whofe Mouth was cover’d with Stones: 
This he enter’d alone and in the Night, and the next 
Morning acquainted the King with his Difcovery ; 
who glad of To unexpected an Advantage cook the 
Turret the Night following, by means of this 
Vault, and fhortly after the Town it felf, in which 
he plac’d a Perjian Garrifon, and return’d home 
with a great Number of Prifoners. Procopius , in 
his Relation of this Siege, gives us a ftrange Ac¬ 
count of one James a Syrian , who had for many 
Years led a retired contemplative Life in a Village 
about a Day’s Journey from Amida , fuffering the 
Extremities of Heat and Cold with a wonderful 
Patience and Refignation. Some of the Per/ians , 
In their Excurfions, fell accidentally upon his. Cot¬ 
tage, and as they prepar’d to ftioot at him, their 
Hands were on a fudden fo benum’d, as with 
Cold, that they were not able to draw their Bows. 
Upon their Return to the Camp, Cabades was foon 
inform’d of this extraordinary Adventure, and was 
refolv’d to be an Eye-witnefs himfelf of fuch a 
Miracle. Immediately upon his Arrival he was 

con- 
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5 * 


convinc’d of the Truth of the Report 


5 



and having 
Pardon for the Infolence of his Soldiers, 

way of 

imagin 



which he eafily obtain’d, he bid him 
Return, to demand fomething from him 
ing he would have ask’d for a great Sum of Mony, 
but he only defir’d a Privilege of prote&ing thofe, 
whom the Misfortunes of the War fhould drive thi- 
therfor their Security: This Cabades readily grant¬ 
ed, and left him his Letters fign’d with the Royal 
Signet to corroborate his Promife. 

? Anafiafmsy as foon as he was inform’d that Am r- 
da was Befieg’d, rais’d an Army, greater, in Pro 


copius his Opinion, than ever had ’till then been 
fenc againft the Verfians , and committed it to the 
Care of Areobtnda , General of the Eaft, who had 
marry’d the Daughter of Qlybrius , one of the late 
We (tern Emperors, and who march’d with all Ex 


pedicion, having Orders from the Emperor to re¬ 
lieve the Place. 

As Areobtnda drew near to the Town with the 

Forces under his Command he underftood Amida 
was taken, and that the Perfians , after they had 
reinforc’d it with a good Garrifon, and all neceflary 
Provifions, were return’d home. Hereupon the 
General, being unwilling to lofe his Time ijn a 
Siege, 

pos'd 


3 


in which he expected to be obftinately op 
drew off, and made an Impreffion into the 
Enemies Country, dividing his Army into feveral 
Bodies 

feif the King of Perfia advanc’d, and fo terrify’d 
him with his Approach that he fled in a great Con- 
fternation to Confiantina , a Town two Days Jour¬ 


ney diftaot from his Camp, which he left, with all Areobinda 


Againft that which he commanded him 


his Baggage, to the Enemy. Encourag’d by this lofeth hi* 


Advantage, Cabades march’d with great Expedition Cam ? 
againft another Party, commanded by Hypatius and 
Patritius , who had lately fallen upon eighty Hun¬ 
dred of the Per dans that were advanc’d before the 




reft 



I 



z 


The Roman 



Vo 


IV 


© 


reft of the Army, and kill’d them all upon the fpot j 

and not fufpe£ting of any Surprize, were, upon the 
Prefumption of their Victory, feaftin 



in great Se 


The Perfi- curity • Upon thefe Men the Perfians fell with 


deft 



reatFury before they were prepar'd to receive'em, 


mother an( ] p 0 jj-ycb Execution that few or none of 


Tarty of 
the Ro 
mans. 


’em efcap’d. Tho’ there was a third Body of the 
Romans that remain'd unbroken, and Cabades was 
forc’d to return home to fecure his Northern Bor¬ 
ders againft the Incurfions of the Hums, yet did 


they little or nothing againft the Energy, but as the 


Winter drew on fate down before Ami da 9 and re 
folv’d to force it by Famine. Tho’ 



a ftiort time found themfelves under great Straits 



for want of Provifion, yet they fo well conceal'd 
their Neceffities, that the Romans knew nothing of 

it, but growing weary of the Service, and imagin 


ing the King would in a fhort time return with his 
Army, they thought of nothing but railing the 
Siege. The Rerfians, on the other fide, labour’d 
under more Difficulties, and as many Apprehend 
ons as the Romans , but made the beft Show they 
could, and refolv’d to make an honourable and 
handfome Retreat. InConclufion an Agreement was 
made, That upon Payment of a confiderable Sum 
of Gold the Town fhould be furrender’d ; 




theMo- 

Amida re - ny was paid accordingly, and Amida deliver’d up 

Roman t** to who were no fooner receiv’d into 

fir the Town, but they grew afliatn’d of their own 

Weaknefs and Impatience, for upon Examination 


they found the Barbarians had not Provifions fuf 
ficient for feven Days remaining, tho’ they had 
liv’d, during the Siege, with much Abftemioufnefs. 
Upon this the Generals, who began to repent of 


the Conditions when it was too late, could not for 
bear reproaching the Soldiers for their Intemperance 
and Difobedience, who when they had the Town 
and all the Perfians that defended it at their Mercy} 


con 




. f. 


!IV. 



J i 


contrary to the ancient Difcipline, made a lhameful 
Bargain with the Barbarians, and bought their own 
with the Roman Treafure. After Amida was thus 
furrender’d a Truce was concluded for fet 
between Anaflafius and th 


Y ears 


A. Truck 

XT'- r r> concludedfc~ 

or Perfia , whoW., 


being dift 




by the Hunns 




a 


5 * 

l hardy 


bulent 


fi 


People, thought it pi 
with the Ernp 


w. 


to live in 



WfaiSfi: Anaflafius his Forces were thus employ’d A. D 
the Eaftern War, the Bulgarians , his ancient E- f° 7 * 


netnies, had feiz’d on Tannonta 


claiming as part of his Dominions, 

Place of his Nativity, he thought himfelf nearly 


, his ancient E- 
hich Theodorich 

being the 


and 


d to recover it: Accordingly he fen 


a 


itrong Army, under the Command of Petra , one 
of his Lieutenants, to rellrain ’em; and . fucceeded 


1 


fo well, that he defeated ’em 


fet Battel 


9 


reco 



Sirmium out of their Hands, and drove ’em 


out of the Country, committing it to the Govern¬ 
ment of ColojJeusj a Roman by Birth, and one of 
his chief Commanders. In the mean time he him- 

his 


Theodo 

rich over¬ 
throws the 
Bulgarians 


o 

V 



felf was bufi 
neighbouring Princes and Allies 


in cultivating Peace among 


Clovis was at that time Kins of the Franks in 



Gaul , between whom and Alaric. who commanded 


the Weftern Goths ia Languedoc and Aquitain^ with 
much Reputation for his Juftice and Clemency* 
there happen’d a Quarrel, occafion’d either for that 
Clovis thought himfelf affronted by Alari 


he 


d had 


who 

d himfelf too much in 


fome late Difputes between the Franks and Burg 
dians *, or for that, being a Goth^ he appear’d 


zealous 


being a Goth , he appear’d 


Afferter of the Avian Herelie: or ra 


fher out of an Ambition of extending his Domi 
nions 9 a Vice too frequent among Princes. What 
ever the Inducements wti£>Ghro\s prepar’d himfelf 
very vigoroufly for the War, which Theodorich la 

neftly by his Negotiations to prevent. 

He 
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victorious a Prince 


Tho 




open A£fcs of Hofti 


him 


5 



Eie 


lity had as yet pafs’d between him and Anafta/iu 
yet he had great reafon to look 
my, and one who would rejoice to fee him involv’d 
in anv Difficulties, that he might more advantag 


oufly fall upon him. He knew that the Emperor a 
upon the fir ft News of Clovis his Succefs, had fent 

~ cnts, and 

d into a fecret Alliance with him; that 


an Embafly to him, with very rich Pre 


had enter 

the Gofts 



as 


far 


as 


Tarentum 


t 


had this 



Romanus 9 who A. D 

508* 


Year been attack’d and wafted 
had the Command of a Fleet and eight thoufand 
Men, and return’d with a diffioaourabie Booty to 
Ji naflajius „ 

Thefe Confiderations, together with the Inju 


of his Family 


made him refolve to 


ppofe 


% 

s 


Clfibis. Hereupon he affiembled all the Goths that 
were in Italy , in Gaul , in Spain* in Sclavonia and 



he 


t 1 


/ * 

4 

» 

v * 
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Dalmatia 5 and having by this means rais'd ai 
my confifting of fourfcore thoufand Men 
committed it to the Charge of Ribha or Ibbas^iho 
enter’d Gaul about the latter end of June^ the Year A. D 
following, and reliev’d Carcajfon, which Clovis had yop. 
clofely befieg’d for fome Months, and was earneftly 
defirous to take it, becaufe he was inform’d there 
were mighty Treafures ftored up in it, which A 
Jaric had brought thither from the Pillage of Rome* 

From Carcajfon the Goths march’d and rais’d the 


Siege of Artes, took in Tholoufe , Orange and Mar 


i 


, * 
1 


feilles 


7 


and having fought Clovis^ defeated him, and Clovis & 


1 

• * 

* '1 

i, 

r<- ♦ 


kill’d at leaft twenty thoufand of his Men, they fe^ed by 


> . 

* 

1 


t 


*1 


d to Antalric all JLpnguedoc and Gafcogne , 
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leaving, Guyenne , Saintonge 


* 


Poitou , and the Par 


adj 




came 


, in the Hands of Clovis , whofe they be 
Right of Conqueft. 

Nor was Anaflafius only bufied all this time in 

the We (tern Princes, but 


Theodo 
ricliVjFor- 

ces . 


lowing Divifions 



perfecuting the Faithful* and fomenting the Di- 

D z vifions 


* * 


1 






Hypocrite.* that he was univerfally detefted by all 
that knew him; he was no fooner advanc’d but he 
began to introduce Novelties in thepublick Wor- 
fhip, which created fo great a Sedition in Ganflan- 
tinophy that no lefs than ten thoufand Perfons are 

laid to have been mafiacred in the Tumult, and Contend- 
feveral Houfes burnt; the Emperor and Emprefsnople. 
being forc’d to fhut themfeives up in the Palace, 
whilfl: the People loaded tm with many Re¬ 
proaches, declaring they ought to proceed to the 
Eledtion of another Prince; and they had certain¬ 
ly dethron’d Anaftafius % had he not foften’d ’em 
by a Submiffion, and Promile to obferve, for the 
future, the Council of Chalcedon. Notwithftand^ 








The 



Hiftory. 
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to 


kites 



j 


Macedonius , and the other exil’d Pre^ 
and call a Council in Heraclea to put an end 

Fit alt anus ^ enfnar’d 


to the Differences in Religion, 
hv the Prefents, and deceiv’d 



the Emperor’s 
fair Words, drew his Army off from Conftantinople „ 
difmifs’d his Troops, and lent Hypatius , whom he 
had taken Prifoner, back to his Uncle Anaflafius\ 
tho’ Vi tali anus found afterwards, by Experience, 

that the Emperor had no other aim but to deceive 
him, that he grew as furious a Perfecutor as ever, 
and with the fi» ft Opportunity remember’d his At 
tempts upon him. 


Rome 


During 


? 


dy’d 


thefe Contefts Synmachus , Bifhop of 
, and was fucceeded by J iormifda^ 


to 


whom Anaftafius diredfed a Letter, acquainting 
him with his Intentions of fummoning a Council, 
and defiring him to employ his Intereft to heal the 
Divifions of the Church; This Letter was feconded 

9 

by another to the fame purpofe, in which the Em¬ 
peror complain’d of the Obftinacy of his Prede 


cefibrs 


9 


and 


9 


hopin 
• he 



to find him of a more Chri- 

him to procure, as 


be fought 


ftian Temper 

much as in him lay, an Union among Chriftians 
and appear in the Council, which was to be cele¬ 
brated at Heraclea . In Anfwer to thefe Letters 


3 


the Pope fent his Deputies to the Emperor, fuffici- 
ently inftrufted how to behave themfelves as well 
towards the Emperor as Timotheus the Patriarch 

em to conclude upon nothing rela 


* 


commanding 


ting to the Council ’till the following Articles were 


agreed unto. 


I 


That the Emperor 


fhould 



Letters aflure all the Bifliops that he receiv’d and 
approv’d of Leo’s Epiftle to Flavian^ and the Coun¬ 
cil of Chalcedon j and that the Bifhopsfhould declar 
each in his own Church, that they likewife ac 


V 


knowledg’d both the Epiftle and Council- 2. That 
they fhould all Anathematize Nejlorms , Butyches 9 
J DiofcowS) 8tc. together with Ac actus y and all that 

adhered 
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Anaftafius 


0 


* 

adhered to his Communion, and that they fhoutd 
fubfcribe a Writing to that purpofe, which he had 
fent by Hilaries his Notary. 5. That the Caufe 
of the depos’d Bifliops fhould be referred to the 
Cognifmce of the Apcftolick See. As like-wife, 
. The Caufe of thofe Bifhops that had been Pro¬ 
moters of the Perfecution rais’d againft the Ortho¬ 
dox. We may obferve that thefe Articles were 
aim’d chiefly to enhanfe the Authority of the Ro 



man 


Deput 


Bifliop 


5 


and that 



his Infti unions to his 


he 



fign’d to widen the Breach, rather 
than to compofe the Divifions in the Church. The 
Emperor receiv’d the Legates with much Civility, 
and told ’em he was ready to cohfent to every 
thing contain’d in the Articles, except what re¬ 
lated to Acaciusy he made this Exception becaufe 

r A£t, to recommend 


he defign’d 


5 



fome popula 


himfelf to the People, who he knew were very 
well affe&ed to the Memory of Acactus \ and that 
he might at once thoroughly reconcile himfelf to 

he fettled a great Sum of Gold upon the 

to the Intent the Priefts for the future 


cm 




Church 

might exa£t nothing from the People for Burials 
By this means he began to recover the Favour of 
the Inhabitants, and in the mean time he footh’d 
the Legates with plaufible Words, tho’ the Event 

intended nothing lefs than to be fincere 


fhow’d 

for he continu’d under-hand to favour the Hereticks 
fupporting thofe with his Favour and Authority 
that were moft averfe to the Catholick Chriftians. 


9 

5 


< - 


Having by his Artifices work’d himfelf into the 
good Will of the People, and concluding from 


thence 


longer 


Vitalianus his Power to 


do him any Mifchief,, he divefted him of thofe 
Honours and Employments with which, fince the 
Pacification, he had humour’d him, and openly 
renew’d his Perfecution againft the Faithful, threat 
ning thofe with the fevereft Punishments that ad 

D 



her’d 




A. D 

p6. 





Ornaments, and declar’d by his Heralds, He was 
ready to facrifice his private Inter eft to the public k 
'Tranquility , and reftgn the Empire to whomsoever 
they thought worthy of it j but they ought fir ft to 
confider who was the moft capable to govern 5 fence it 
was impoffible all who afpir d to it could enjoy it, 
Thefe Words, together with the Tears and fub- 
miffive Behaviour of the aged Emperor, prevail’d 


fo effectually upon the People, that they entreated 
' him to reaffume the Crown, promifing him an imy- 
A. D* plicit Obedience for the future. Inffead of grow* 

ing better from the fenfe of that Danger he fo 
narrowly efcap’d, and thofe terrible Earthquakes 
which about this time happen’d in Dardania and 
other Places, and feem’d to denounce God’s heavy 
Difpleafure againft him, he grew more violent and 

outrageous 5 fufpefting fome Confpiracy to be 

forming againfi; him, he put feveral of the Chief 
Perfons of his Houfhold to Death, efpecialiy fuch 
as he judg’d to be beft affedied to the Orthodox 
Religion, Juftin and Juft ini an, two of the Prin¬ 
cipal Man in the Empire, and who fucceeded him 


* 


one 
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Anaftafius. 


4t 


after the other, were in the heat of the In 


but 


Man 


with 


quifition ready to be maffacred 
a furious Afpe6b, appearing to him in a terrible 
Vifion the Night before* and forbidding him, up¬ 
on the fevered: Penalties* to injure thofe two Per- 
fons, flopp’d his bloody Proceedings, The Wri¬ 
ters of thofe Times relate feveral other ftrange strange 
Paflages preceding the Death of Anaflafius, as how 
a Man, with the fame horrible Afpe£fc, appear’d 
to him by Night fome time after, prefenting hi m 0 f Anafta 
with a Book, in which was calculated how long 


to 


y Perfon then on the Earth had to live, faying 
im, with an angry Countenance, Behold 



the Perverfenefs of thy Faith I thus cut off Four¬ 
teen Tears of thy Life *, that when he acquainted his 

Chamberlain the next Morning with his Drean 
he reply’d, That the very fame Night he dreamt 




Boar devour’d him in the Prefence 


th 


Rmp 


o 


that 


ror; and when they both acquainted Proclus 9 
excellent Mathematician, with their feveral Vili 
ons, and dcfir’d him to inform ’em what was inten¬ 
ded by ’em, he reply’d. That they fhould both of 
’em in a very fhort time come to a violent End. This 
Report will feem the more probable, if it be true 

tho’ 

» 1 

much Credit to it, when we 


that Ana[lafius was deflroy’d by Thunder 


9 


we are not to 
confider he w 


give 


dy’d 


ghty eight Years old when he 


y 


wonderful Age for an Empe 


the Addition of fourteen 


to 


without 

The Truth 


9 


IS 


* 




• « 

and Superftition began now to gain 


Ground among the People, and fo prepar’d ’em for 

Tie Reception of any Miracle, or whatever 


an 


the Artifice of thofe, whofe Bufinefs and Intereft 


was to deceive ’em, impos’d upon ’em for fu 


c 



the Church was undermin’d 



Herefie 


9 


divided 


by Schifms, and rent afunder by Fa&ions and Con 


tentionsj this made way for Envy, Pride and Am¬ 
bition* of which the moil fincere were not abfo 


lately 
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and rei 
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Juftin: 

up wars of 
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twenty feven. 


in the twenty fifth Year of Theodorich 


9 


King of Italy 


in the Confulate of Magnus and 

being then Bifhop of Rome , 


Florentius , 

A. D. s i8 


Horn ifdi 


Anaftaftus was not the firft Emperor, that 
good propitious Beginning degenerated into 


that from His ch%- 


rafter 


luptuous, arbitrary Prince; many be 
gun as well, but few reign’d worfe, 
we believe the Ecclefiaftical Write* 


many before him be 


but few reign’d worfe 


efpecially if 
of the Ro- 


who 


pian Patty; who, fuppofing his Difobedience to 
the Apoftolick See the moft enormous of all his 
Crimes, think, after that, they can’t reprefent him 


Colours black enough 


We may grant mo ft of 


what they fay of him to be true, but fome Allow¬ 
ance mu ft be given to Paffion and Intereft. He 
oblig'd the State with no one good Office, but is 
anfwerable to the Church for many ill ones. The 
Sale of publick Offices was fo common towards 
the middle of his Reign, and fo it continu’d to 


it continu’d to 


the very end of it, that the Emp 
grew into a fort of Ariftocracj 


ire by degrees 
He was fo co¬ 


vetous? of Mony that the Provinces were exhaufted 
by his abominable Exaffcions, and yet every Motion 
the Barbarians madeagainft him empty’d his Coffers 
again, not in raifing Forces to oppofe ’em, and for 


the neceffary Defence and Honour of the Empire, 
but in bribing ’em to a Forbearance, that he might 
be the more at leifure to purfue his Defigns again ft 
the Church, in his Enmity to which he exceeded 


Julian the Apoftat 


fo that it 


no Wonder 


if his own Name, together with that of his Pre- 
deceffor Zeno , were eras’d out of the Dipycbs after 
his Deceafe. 


\ 

1 

HI. Anaflafius being dead? JuJUn^ the Tr&feBus Justin. 


Fratorio, 

Soldiers 


was declar’d Emperor by the Pratovian 

who were fenfible of his Worth, which 

made 



The 






Voi. iv: 


made ’em hope the Empire would be reftor’d to its 
former Vigour under the Conduft of fo experi¬ 


enc’d a Commander, and fome Remedy be found 


7 


He 

and 


for the diftracfted Condition of the Church, 
was by Original a Thracian of obfcure Birth 
employ’d in his Youth to look after Cattle, but be 
ing at length receiv’d into the Army, he quickly 
became remarkable for his Valour andconftant Ad¬ 
herence to the Catholick Faith. From a private 


Soldier he was made a Tribune, after that Prefect us 
Pr&torio , and from thence he was advanc’d to the 


Imperial Dignity % but by what Means he obtain’d 
it is not eaiily determin’d. Anajlafius had feveral 


Relations living, 


who were of great Inter 





a 


od 


Authority in the Empire, and thought them- 
felves highly injur’d in the unexpe&ed Promotion 
of Juftin^ for which Reafon they enter’d into a 
Confpiracy againfi him, but being difeover’d be 


fore they had time to put their Defigns in Executi 
on they were put to Death, together with Aman 
tilts and Theocritus . Amantius was great Chamber- 

lain of the Houihold, a cruel Perfecutor of the 

+ 

Catholick Chriftians, and in great Power whilft ^- 

whofe Favour ,he heap’d up 


wftafius liv’d. 

Wealth enough to have purchas’d the Soldiers Votes 



for himfelf, had he not been an Eunuch, and con 
fequenfcly incapable of the Imperial Purple 

which 

% 

Wealth and Authority in Favour of his Friend Kef 
ocritus , and for that Purpofe entrufted Juftin to di 




for 

faith he employ’d all his 


ftribute his Mony among the Guards to obtain his 



but Juftin made ufe of the Mony to his 
own Advantage, and having by the Influence of 


that fecur’d the Army to his Intereft, he was ao? 
cordingly declar’d Emperor. If this Account be 
true, it’s no wonder he took Care upon the fir ft Pro¬ 
vocation to difpatch ’em out of the way, as foon as 

he had the Power in his Hands: But 


9 


upon 


the 


whole 


5 



V 
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in th 


1 i % 

licks fhoiild meet with the fame Rig 

Weft, which he exprefs’d towards the Arians in 


the Eaft 


9 


and 


render his Interceftion the more 


efficacious, he made John , at that time Biftiop of 
1Rome, Chief of the Embafly, joining with him in 
the fame Commiffion Men of the greateft Quality 
the City. Boetius , that great Man, who was 


Boetius fa lately fallen into Difgrace, notwithftanding he had 

he deferv’d more from Theodorich than any Subjeft in 

odorich T b* s Dominions, and lay at this time in Prifon, gives 

another Reafon for this Embafly m r he faith. The 


Roman Senate were accus’d of High-Treafonagainft 


the King, who complain’d that the Principal among 


them had been 


pted by the Empe 


9 


witn 


Tret ended j- e }} s 


whom they held fecret Intelligence, in Prejudice to 
the Alliance between ’em, and of which thefePer- 
fons were fent to complain at Confi ant maple. Boetius 
being a Man too converfant with the Tranfa&ions 
of thofe Times to be miftaken, it’s very probable 
that both the one and the other were the Subject 
of their Embafly. Whatever the Defign of it was, 
the Roman Writers have taken care to fignalize it 
with feveral remarkable Miracles -.Gregory the Great 


Miracles 


5 


That when John arriv’d at Corinth> in his 


way to Conjlantinophy great Enquiry was made af¬ 
ter a gentle Horfe for John to ride upon, of which 
when a Nobleman of that City was inform’d, he 


fent him one that for its exceeding Temper was re- 
ferv’d for the Ufe of his Lady 5 that after John had 
travelPd upon it as far as he at firft propos’d he re¬ 
turn’d it to the right Owner, but the next time 


the Lady thought to mount the Beaft as ufual 
fhe found him proud, and impatient of fo mean i 


f 


Burden 


9 


after the Honour he had 


d 


V 



the Succeflor of St. Peter ; whereupo 


the 


Gentleman fent it back to the Pope, and defir’d 


now 


become of 


him to accept of that which was 

no Ufe to any but himfeif. To this Miracle Gre 

&°v t 
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That 


gory thought fit to add another, and faith, 
v/hi 1ft the Pope was making his publick Entry into 
Constantinople he reftor’d a blind Man to his Sight 

by laying his~Hand upon his Eyes. Thefe 
cles, as they are abfurd in themfclves, fo is it as 



abfurd to imagine God would fo vifibiy at that 


time exert his Power in the Perfon of one who 
was fent as an Ambaffador from an Heretick Prince, 
in behalf of thofe who deny’d the very Fundamen¬ 


tals of Chriftianity. The greateft thing to be 
wonder’d at, during his Stay at Conjlantinople , was 
his Pride and Arrogance, which is fufficiently hint¬ 
ed at by fuch as write of that Rmbafiy \ in which 
he behav’d himfelf fo ill, and difpleas’d Theodorich pJ oJ,1 b 
to that Degree, that at his Return he was thrown 

into Prifon, where he dy’d not long after, ft muft 

indeed be allow’d, that Theodorich % being now grown 
old and jealous, was no more that excellent Prince 
which for a long time had fhin’d with fo much 

Luftre in the Weft. Hitherto he had govern’d 
himfelf and his People with fo much Prudence, 


Valour, Magnificenc 




Bounty 


9 


Juftice 


9 


Equity^ 


and Moderation, that he worthily deferv’d to be 
fet forth as a Pattern for other Princes} but now 
the Infirmities of old Age, that encreas’d daily up¬ 
on him, came attended with the Vices of it too. 
Some late Affronts put upon him in the Perfon of 
his Sifter by the African Vandals, and the little 


Power he had to revenge the Injury as he defil’d 


9 


together with fotne Difappointments he met with 
in his private Affairs very much decompos’d that 
Sweetnefs of Temper, of which ’till now he had 
been abfolute Mailer. Of this fome* who for a 


long time had been Enemies to the great Merits 
of Boetius , and that excellent Senator Symmachus\ 
his Father-in-law, were no fooner fenfible* but they 

mif-led him to the Ruin of thofe worthy Perfons, 

accus’d of having confpir’d againft the 






The Reman 
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a 


nd Dignity of Theodorich , and fubortfd Wit' 

ood the Accufation ; in conclulion 


& 


5 


Life 

neffes 

Theodorich , whether privy to their Villany, or per 
A. D. fuaded of their Guilt, commanded ’em both to be 
52(5. Beheaded, which Sentence was executed upon ’em 

Boetius^/ accordingly. But how undefervedly they both 
Symma- fuffer’d willbeft appear by the too late Repentance 

chs put t\ 

Death. 


Theodo- 

rich dies 


Cha 


racie 


V 


Theodorkh^whofe Sorrow for their Deaths equall’d 
if not exceeded the Injuftice of their Punilhment. 
A fhort time after their Execution 


hi 



Fifh 


the Head of 

ferv’d up to Table, whiift he was 

of an unufual Big 


Supper; this Head, which 


nets 


9 


Theodorich fancy’d to be that of Symmachns\ 

were with a threatningghaftly 


upbraiding him 
Countenance for his Cruelty again ft him. The Sight 
of it wrought fo much upon his Imagination that he 



was immediately feiz’d with Horror and Amazement 
and carry’d from the Table into his Chamber, when 



d by a violent Feaver, of which he dy’d 
in a few Days, after he had liv’d feventy two 
Years and reign’d fomethingmore than thirty three. 

almoft the only 




may be faid to have 

Perfon who obtain’d a Kingdom by Force and Vi 
clence, that knew how to preferve it with Calmnefs 


and Sweetnefs, which eminently appear’d in all his 


Actions and Cou 


* 


and Itahj contrary to the 


Fate which u(daily attends conquer’d Kingdoms 
enjoy’d as much Serenity, Peace, Pleafure, and Se 


5 


icy 


under 



Government, as ever fhe did 


the Height of 


Greatnefs and Authority 


This 

prudent, paternal Adminiitration, as it made 
him belov’dat home* fo it render’d him terrible to 



his Enem 


be 



certain, a Pi 


Strength 


of his Sub 


does not fo much confift in Foreign Treaties and 
Alliances as the Love and Affections 
\ c & s, which upon all Occafions Theodorich took 

care to cultivate. 



j 


has been ufbaily obferv’d 
that no People are fo tyrannical, uncharitable and 





1 
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Jfufti 


a 


* 


a Reconciliation ; his fecond Son, call’d Zances 


i 


having loft one of his Eye 
Conftifcutions of the Country 

ing? 


was* 




iccording to the 
pable of Reign-* 


but being an a&ive, valiant Prince* an expe 
rienc’d Soldier, and withal a very virtuous Perfon, 
he was afraid left the Favour of the People fhould 
encourage him to attempt any thing againft Chofroes^ 
who was his third Son* the beft belov’d, and to 
whom he was very defirous to fecure the Succefli- 

He thought, if fome way could be found to 




on. 

< __ 

engage the Emperor Juftin to his Intereft, hisDe 
fires would be the more eafily effeffced. Where 
upon he fent his Ambafladors to him, and in his 
Letters reminded him of the Injuries the Perfians 
had receiv'd at feveral times from the Romans 
which , however 9 he declind to demand any Rep 
tion 



y 


hecaufe he was 


iflly defirous an inviolable 


and perpetual Peace might be eftablijh d between the 

; as a Fledge whereof and of their fu 


two Nations 
ture Friendship , he wijb'd the Empero 


would 


his 8 


Chofroes 


dopt 



9 

in the Kingdom 


whom he defign'd for his Succefi 
and whoy by vertue of fc 


Relation to the Roman Emperor , would be the 


ter able to fupport his Pretenfions. This Propofal* 
at firft, was readily embraced by JuJlin 9 and all 

the Chief Minifters, 


ks y j V9j**r*j 4UU ctj 

except Froclus , the great Trea 
furer of the Empire, who reprefented to the Em 
peror the Danger of fuch Novelties , what 



Cabades might p^ffibly have in his Requefi - y that 
defire Juftin to 


adopt Chofroes for his Son , was , in 
? he might be declar'd Heir to the 
Roman Empire \ that a Peace with the Perfians was 


Effect 


to defi 


highly requifite, and that Ambaffadors ought to he 
dijpatch'd with all Dilig 


with 


to negotiate it y 

Orders to decline all Motions relating to the Adop 

tion: Accordingly Ambafladors from both Princes 
met upon the Frontiers, but return’d home more 
diflatisfy’d than fever, fo that the War feem’d 

voidable 


m 
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the Adoption we before mention’d was in Agita 


tion 


Some time before the Death of this Emperor fo A. D 


terrible an Earthquake happen’d at Antioch , whi 
was attended by 



dread 


Fi 


that the 



52 6 . 

A ter rib l 


At the fame time the Cities of 


Antioch 


eft part of that beautiful and capacious City was Earthq 
bury d in Ruins ~ ‘ ~ ‘ ' ~ ‘ 

Dyrrachium 



9 


f Corinth , Anazarbo in Cilicia , 
almoft deftroy'd by Earthquake 


nd £- 

The 


Monks, who never fail to abufe the Judgments, 
as well as Mercies of God, which in themfelves 


are often wonderfully flupendous, 
tended Miracles/ have not been 

this Occafioru 


th 


fo m e 


wanting, 


pre- 
unon 



egre 
but the Empei 
for as foon 


to infert fome in their .Legends as 

lJ 


2 


ufly ridiculous, as they are abominably falfe 


Juft 


made a better ufe of 


9 



* heard of the miferabie Condition 
Antioch was in he pulled off his Imperial Orna¬ 
ments, and by all the Aftions of a Chriftian Hu 

miliation 

This fame Year the Lombards, a Northern N 


ftudy’d to appeafe the Divine Wrath 


9 


left their Dwellings, and enter’d Hungary , where 

, they continu’d two 


having expell’d the Qftrogoths 


and forty Years, and then erefted a Kingdom in 


Italy 
find 


S 

7 


where in the Courfe 


Hiftorv we {hall 


em 


Jufl 


9 


finding himfelf broken with 





e 


? 


and J 


unable to live much longer, like a moft prudent 


Pr 




fummon’d the Senate togeth 


confult with them about the Choice of a Succeflbr, 
having himfelf no Children to fucceed him % by 
Whofe united Advice and Confent, Jufliniar 




or 




e 


was 


Sifter’s Son, about forty five Yeai 
declar’d C&far , to the great Joy and Satisfaction 

of the People-, and fome time after Jujtin pei 

ceivin 



his End to be 


near at Hand, he put the 
Imperial"Crown upon yujlintan *s Head, in th$ Pre® 

of the' Patriarch* and the Grandees of the 



Jb 



Emp 


1 

> 
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Empires after which he was Crown’d publickly in 
the Theatre, and hi? Wife Theodora proclaim’d 



th 


from this time forward* ’till the 


Auguft 

Death of Juft in ^ which happen’d (hortly after, he 

reign’d jointly with him: Tho’ Juftin was feventy 
feven Years old when he dy’d, yet an old Wound 
he had formerly 


i 


d in his Thigh is faid to 
juftin ^-have been the Occafion of his Death, after he had 

the 


rei 



d nine Years and two or three Months 


j 


(ingle Confulate of Mavortius , A . D. 5-2,7. for the 
Dignity* as well as Power of Conful, began now 



rafler. 


_ ity, as 

to decline, and to be little regarded, which (bow’d 
the Expiration of it to be at hand. 

a Man of obfcure Pa<* 
rn’d, hold the Reins of 


Bis cha- Thus have we feen Juft 


renta 




fimpl 


and 


the Empire with more Honour, and leave it with 
greater Refutation than many of his Predeceffors, 
who by Birth, Fortune and Education, feem’d de 


(lin'd for the Sove 


fo ve 
Read 



nty 


He is faid to have been 



illiterate, that he could neither Write 


9 


thing the Romans 



met with 


any 


of the Emperors before, fo that he was forc’d to 
make ufe of a peculiar Mark or Stamp in the Au¬ 


thoring any Imperial Edicts, or publick Ordi 
nances, and yet he was as Juft, Prudent, Tempe 

and Sagacious, as the moft knowing among the 


r 


Philofopl 


5 


fo that he feem’d endow’d by Nature 


with thofe Beauties of Mind which others had 

d by Art. If we add to all this his great Zeal 


quir 

for the Chriftian Relig 
hours for 


and his 


d La 




) 


Peace and Profperity of the Churchy 
we muft upon the whole allow him to have been 
a Prince that in many things deferv’d to be imita 
ted 




few or none to be reprehended 
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I.\T 7 E are now entering upon a Reign long A« D. 

VV and aCtive, in which the Roman Genius 52.7. 
feenfd once more to exalt her venerable Head, 
and, like the returning Spring, infpir’d with frefh 
Vigour the aged Body of the Empire*, thofe Pro¬ 
vinces which the Mifcarriages of former Reigns, 
and the fuccefsful Arms of the Barbarians had torn 
from her, flie again claim’d by. Right of Inheri¬ 
tance, and gave the World a lively Idea of her 
former Majefty. 

Jufltnian , being a Prince of great Defigns, and 
ambitious of fecuring as much of the Empire as 
had been left him by his Anceftors,and recovering 
what had been loft by his Predeceffors, took, at 
his firft Eftablifhment, the beft Method to obtain 
his Defire j for, knowing all his Endeavours would 
be ineffectual without the Divine Affiftance, he 
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not as they ufually did by the way of OJroene , 
but to pierce dire&ly into Syria, where they would 

ith no forrify'd Town, nor any confidera 



meet 

ble Forces to refill ’em , and that confequently An 
tiochy the Capital of the Eall, in which there was 
no Garrifon, and the Inhabitants whereof were ta¬ 
ken up in Fellivals and wanton Diverfions, mull 
of necefilty fail into their Hands, which they 
might rifle, and carry off all the Wealth of the 
Place, before the Army in Mefopotamia could move 
to relieve it. 

With this Affiftance, and thefe Inflru&ions. the 






Army began to march, but, before they were en¬ 
ter’d into Syria, Belifarius , who was inform’d of 
their Defign, having left convenient Garrifons for 
the Defence of Mefopotamia , was ready upon the 
Frontiers to difpute their Pafiage. This unex 
pe£ted Expedition in the Roman General very 
much furpriz’d and perplex'd the Terfians , who 
’till now, had thought of nothing elfe than the 
Pillage of Antioch . They thought it dangerous 
and unfeafonable to hazard a Battel, and therefore 
perpar’d for an orderly Retreat. On the other 
fide Belifarius concluded he had done his Part in 
preferving the Country, and that it was imprudent 

than 
pinion 

they upbraided their General, as if he deny d ’em 


to provoke a flying Enemy much fixon 
himfelf. But his Men were of another 



the Honour 



a 


Victory 


I 


the War by his cautious Proceedings, 


and cbofe rather to prolong 

that favour’d 



J 

Cowardicethan put an end it to by fuffering 
’em to lay hold of an Advantage Fortune had thrown 
into their Hands . His Army confifled of feme Ve 
teran Troops, whom their late Succefles had made 
rafli and defperate, and fuch Recruits of the Jfau 
n and Lycaonians as he could levy in his March 
who being for the moll part taken from the Plow 

knew not what a Battel meant, and yet were the 

moft 
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Juftinian. 
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inoft forward for an Engagement. Belifarius y in- 
ftead of puniftnng ’em as they deferv’d, iubmitted 


to Neceflity, and led ’em 


gainft the Enemy 


The ferfians , feeing it would unavoidably come to 
general Engagement, turn’d Head, and drawing 


themfelves up 


Battel 


t 


flood ready to receive 


em 


The Difpute was obftinate on both Sides, The Ro- 
and the Fortune of the Day for a long time conti- mans fi&* m 
nu d very doubtful, ’till at laft a Body of the moft t lTopi- 

refolute among the Ferfians charg’d the Right W ing nion of their 
of the Roman Army, where Arethas commanded General are 

fome mercenary Saracens , who at the Orifet fled, wm ^ ,<mw ’ 
perhaps with a Defign refolv’d upon before to be 


tray Belifc 


The Roman Horfe being by this 


n 
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time weary, weaken’d and difliearten’d, quitted the 
Field, whilft BeUfarius with a few, that were a- 
iham’d to forfake him, defended himfelf with fo 
much Courage and Succefs, that the Perfian Ca¬ 
valry, finding it impoflible to break in upon him, 
return’d towards Night with the reft of their Army 
to the Camp. The next Day, when they came to 
plunder the Field, and compute the Numbers that 
were loft on both Sides, they found they bad no 
great reafon toboaft of the Viftory : And the King 
himfelf was afham’d of the Enterprise, when he 
law his General return with a broken inglorious 
Army, that had neither taken Antioch , nor any 


j 


or 


anfwer his Expectation 
the Expence of the Expedition. 

Tho’ the Lofs the Romans* receiv’d was not very 

who began now to call 


1 


confiderable, yet Juft 

his Eyes upon the Fandals in Africkj fent his Am 
baffadors into Perfia to treat of a Peace, but at the 
lame time prepar’d vigoroufly for the War,* and the 
better to ftrengthen himfelf againft fo powerful an 
Enemy enter’d into an Alliance with the JRthiopi- 
ansy Homerites and Nabatheans , who promis’d his 
Ambafladqrs mighty things, but perform’d nothing. 

Nor 







Strength fufficient to relieve it. At: the fame time 
Gabades had hir’d the Majjdgetes to advance into 
3 erfia 9 and from thence invade the Roman Territo- 
ries. Of this the Emperor being inform’d by a 
Ferfian Spy, in whom he had great Reafon to con¬ 
fide, he perfuaded him to go and report to the Ar¬ 
my lying before Martyr opolis , that thefe MajJ'agetes 
were in the Emperor’s Pay, and that they were 
moving with a great Body of Men to raife the 
Siege* The Verjians , who believ’d all the Spy re¬ 
ported, were in great doubt what Meafures to take, 
when-in the mean time News was brought that Ca« 
hades was dead, which put an end to their Conful- 
A» D. tations j for being ignorant in what Condition the 
yji. Affairs of their own Country flood, and being ap- 

prehenfive of the Majfagetes, who, as; they thought^ 

The siege were marching againil them, they liften’d to Sittas 
rais'd. and Hermogenes , who prefs’d ’em to a CefTation of 

Arms, which fhortly after was follow’d by aCon~ 
clufion of the Peace. For tho 3 Chofores was or¬ 
dain’d Succefibr by his Father’s tail Will, and de a 
clar’d fuch by the greaj, Officers of the Kingdom, 
yet he knew not how the People flood afifedfced to 

his 




V 



% 

Chap. 

his elder Brother 


LVI. Juftinian? 

who had the jufter Title 




6 $ 


his elder Brother, who had the jufter Title, and 
therefore thought it prudent to fecure all at home, 
before he engag’d himfelf in any Wars with his 
Neighbours. 

Some time before the Confirmation of this Peace 


A gnat 


filch a Mutiny happen’d at ConflantinopL 


as, per- Mutiny 


haps, has 


been equall’d in any A 


& 


before 


fince, if confider’d either 
grefs, or Condufion. Tho’ Marcellinus^ and fome 
others with him, fay it was firft rais’d by Hyfatius 9 
Pompeius and Probus , Nephews to the late Emperor 


its Beginning, its Pro 


Conftan 

tinople. 


9 


Ana ft a fins 


1 Probus Nephews to the late Emperor 
yet Procopius traces it a little higher. 


and 


his Account of 


gives us 


terrible Idea of 


an enrag’d head-ftrong Multitude 


As in moft other Cities at that time, fo efpecial 


ly in Conjlantinopl 


it was cuftomary with the Ci 


to divide themfelves into feveral Faftions, in 


favour of the feveral Chariote 


ers 


that 


the Ra 


the Ch 


and thefe Fa&ions were denoted 


by fome peculiar Colour 
ftinguifti’d themfelves fr< 

was of an ancient ftanc 
Cornells in behalf of th 


by which they 


the reft 


ancient ftanding in Rome , wl 
behalf of the contending Part 


:hey each di- 

This Cuftom 

where the 


Contefts in behalf of the contending Parties pro¬ 
ceeded often fo high that much Blood has been fhed 

upon that account.,theEmperors themfelves frequent¬ 


ly 


fpoufi 


this 


that Sia 


C/ 


Of thefe Factions 


there was no lefs than four in number 


the Pra 


fina 


Green 




the Ruffata or Ruffe t 


the Albata 


White , and the Feneta or Blue , tho‘ the Green and 


Blue grew at length to be the moft popular. It is 
not to be imagin’d with what Zeal the People em¬ 
brac’d thefe Fa&ions, the very Women themfelves 
engaging in the Difputes,and the Men wafting their 


Eftates 


S 


upport of their refpc£r 


Party 


It happen’d at this time that the Offices 


of Ju 


ftjce were leading fome of thefe Antagonifts .out 
to Execution, whereupon both Parties, tho’at other 
times irreconcileable*united in great Numbers,with 

i £ 


i 


0 


The 
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% Defign at firftonly to refcue the Malefa£fcorss 

but proceeding with an irrefiftible Fury, they firft 
broke open all the Prifons in the City, and then 
kill’d the Officers of Juftice. Thole who were of 


9 


neither Faction, amaz’d, at fo hidden an Uproar 


fled over into the oppofite Continent, abandoning 
the City as to an enrag’d Enemy, whilft the Mu 


e» 


tineers fet Fire to it in every Quarter. The Em¬ 
peror from the firfh Beginning of the Tumult had 
ihut himfelf up in the Palace, together with the 
Emprefs and fome of the Senate, among whom 
were John the Tr&fe 8 us Pr&torio , and Trebonian the 
Treafurer. Thefe two had render’d themfelvesex- 
treamly odious to the People by their Avarice and 
Oppreffion, whom therefore the Emperor difmifs’d 
from their Employments, hoping to appeafe the 
Tumult by fo feafonable a piece of Juftice. But 
tho’ they rail’d openly againft ’em in the Beginning 
of the Mutiny, and feem’d to aim at nothing but 
their Deftru&ion, yet now they would not be fa- 
tisfy’d with fo mean a Sacrifice, but threaten’d a 
thorough Alteration of that Government. Hypatius 

and Pompeius were among the Senators that were 
fliut up with the Emperor in the Palace, but, con¬ 
trary to their earneft and repeated Defires, had 
Orders from him to retire to their own Houfes 
they told him they were afraid the People, in that 
general Confufion, would force them to accept 


9 


of the Empire, to prevent which it would be fafer 
for ’em to continue in his Prefence, protefling at 
the fame time they were ready to defend his Per- 
fon at the certain Hazard of their own Live?. The 
Emperor, who thought he had juft Reafon to di- 
ftruft ’em, was deaf to all they could offer, and fo 

without any farther Confideration drove ’em out 
of the Palace j but how much his Fears at that time 
were too ftrong for his Reafon evidently appear’d 

from what follbw’cL for the Multitude ran the next 

V ; .. - • s ■ i : 

Morning 





LVI 



Chap. II 

Morning to Hypatius , and fainting him Emperor 

conducted him to the Forum, there to inveft him 

is Wife /Maria, a 





with the Government, whilft 

fober difcreet Lady, hung upon him, protefting they 

were leading him forth to Deftru&ion, nor would 
flie be perfuaded to quit him ’till they forc’d, him 
from her. Whilft the Mutineers were hufied in 
this tumultuous Solemnity, the Emperor was con 
fulting whether he had beft ftay or make his 

k for all the Senators that were not 



fcap 


by Sea 


with him in the Palace had now join’d with the 
Multitude, who by this time threaten’d to pull him 
out of the Palace. Whilft they were deliberating 
what was bell: to be done in fo great an Extremity, 
Theodora* with a Mafculine Courage, perfuaded 


him to ftem the Tide, concluding all with that 
only Saying, How brave a Sepulchre is a Kingdom ? 

Hereupon they confider’d how they might beft de¬ 
fend themfelves. The Soldiers that then lay quar 
tcr’d in the Town declar’d neither for the Empe 
for nor the Mutineers, but waited to fee the E 


* i 

vent y all the Emperor 


Hopes 


were 


Belt pi 


9 


who being lately recall’d from the Per ft 


zn War 

Affiftance, with a good Body 
of Forces under his Command; at the fame time 


came timely to 





Mundus , having been fent for out of Ittyricum 
where he commanded as General for the Emperoi 
arriv’d with a Troop of the Heruli: With thefe For- j Spell’d by 
ces the two Captains quickly quell’d the Tumult, 

Hypatius and Pompeius were Beheaded, and John 
and Trebonian reftor’d to their former Dignities.This 


Harms 


Infurreflion 
tineers gav 


> 


d Nica , being the Word the Mu 

d for feveral Days together 


9 


during which there were near thirty thoufand 
Perfons murder’d, many publick Buildings as well 
as private Edifices burnt, and had not the Hand 
of God vifibly interpos’d, it is not to be doubted 
but the whole City had been laid in Ruins; fo 

much 
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Chap. 

1 . 

tner diftnifs’d the Ambafladors without any Satis¬ 
faction, pull’d but aimer's Eyes, and put Rilderick 
and Evagenes under a more Severe Confinement. 
This oblig’d Jufiinian to fend him a fecond Em 
bafly, in which he was more urgent than the for 

to fend Hilderick 


in conblufion 




5 


mer,xdefiring him 
and his Brothers to Conftantinople} threatning to 

Treat with him as with an Enemy , if he refus'd it m 

To this Gelimet return’d Anfwer, That he had net 

ther forcibly f eiz'd upon the 

his Rands in Blood, that the Vandals had depos'd 

l-Iilderick for his Brattices againft the Houfe 

Genferich \ that he claim'd the Kingdom by Right 

of Elderfhip, and would defend it to the utmofi ; as 



nor ftaind 



he fhoidd find , 



in breach of the Oath fworn 



Zeno, he prefum'd to invade it. Thefe TranfaCti* 
ons happen’d whilft jufiinian was engag’d in the 
Berfian War, which made him more defirous of a 
Peace with Cabades , as thinking a more Honour¬ 
able Caufe call’d for his .Arms into Africk . Ha¬ 
ving therefore concluded a Peace with Chofroes f he 
mufter’d ten thoufand Foot, and five thoufand 


Horfe, and appointed five hundred Vdlels for 
their Transportation 


As a neceflary Introduction to So great an Un 


dertaking, Jufiinian publifh’d Several Laws againft 
Hereticks, efpecially the Neflorians , repair’d Such 
Churches as wanted it, and gave Order for the 
Building feveral new ones- He fufferid no Perfcn 

* * C? ■' , 

whatfoever to be entertain’d in his Army that was 
not a Chriftian*, and when the Fleet was ready to 


fet Sail the Patriarch of Conftaniinople gave it his 
Benediction, according to the Cuftom of thofe 
Times. Belifirius, who was attended by his Wife 
in the Expedition, took care to have an exaCfc Di« 
fcipline obferv’d on Board, and put two Maffagetei 
to Death for murdering a Man that laugh’d at ’em! 
when they were Drunk- Having weigh’d Anchor he 

% arriv'd 
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1 

arriv’d upon th z Sicilian Coafts,about the latter end of 
Augtift? but had fuffer’dmuch in his PaiTage through 
the Avarice of John the Cappadocian? whofupply’d 
the Army with fuch unwhoifome Provifions, that 
a great Number of the Soldiers dy’d at Methane 
whilft they lay there Wind*bound. He ftaid upon 
thefe Coafts ’till he could get fuch Intelligence as 
was neceffary for his future ConduS:, then 


* 


pro 


Belifariusceeding on his Voyage he landed at a Place call’d 


lands with Caputuada 


the Army 
in Africk 




about five 


Day 


Journey from Car 


mk 


thage. It. was a barren fandy Soil, without any 
Water, of which the Army flood very much in 
need, for what they had a-board flunk, and was 


pted*, but, as they were 


digging their En 


trenchments 


the Labourers difcover’d a Spring, 

which proved a feafonable Relief, and fupply’d 


a Pledge of his future Succefs 


both Men and Beafts with wholfome frefti Water, 
a thing never heard of before in that dry Tradfc 
of By pactum? which made Belifarius confider it as 

From Caputuada 

he defign'd to march dire&ly for Carthage , from 
whence he underftood Gelimer was remov’d, after 
he had put Hilderick , and feveral others that were 

in Prifon with him, to Death. The General’s 

chief Care was to eftablifh fuch good Order a- 
mong his Troops, that the Country might not fuf> 
fer in their March, but that they might pay for 


what ever they had, as juftly as if they were in 
their own Country, behaving themfclves with an 


qua! 


re 


gard 


to 


the Afi 


if they had been 


Romans \ this made the Imperial Army be fup- 
ply’d by the Country in great abundance, and drew 
feveral of the Natives into their Party. The Go¬ 
vernor of Tripolis had from the very firft declar’d 
for the Emperor, and the Orthodox Chriftians, 
who for a long time had been opprefs’d by the 
rian Vandals? fled to the Romans as to their De 

liverers. The Army, under the Command of Be 

Ufarius 



LVI 
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Chap* IF. 

lifarius , arriv’d at Carthage on the twenty fifth of 
September , being the Vigil to the Feaft of St. Cypri¬ 
an , who heretofore had been Bifhop of that Place, 
This animated the Africans who had join'd them- 




felves with the Imperialifts fo much 


5 


they itn 


*9 



mediately attack’d the Vandals that had fecur’d 

tfacmielves in the Church dedicated to that Mai 
tyr, and forc’d them out, after which they 

brated the Feaft with a Joy and 
able to their Succefe. Procopius faith, That Be Ufa - 
rim in his March was attack’d firft by sJmatas , the 

and flew 

o fell fo 


Magnificence fait 



Brother of Gelimer , whom he defeat* 
and after that by Gelimer himfelf, ^ 
courageoufly upon the Rear, that the Romans wen 
put into great Confufion; and had not Gelimer 
upon the News he heard of his Brother’s Death 
defifted, and drawn back his Forces, in all pi 


* 


5 




bility he had that Day obtain’d an entire Victory; 

but the Senfe of his Brother’s Misfortune* which Gelimer 


deprefs’d and difpirited him, infpir’d frefli Cou¬ 
rage into the Romans , who fet boldly upon the Ene¬ 
my, flew a great Number upon the Place, and forc’d 

Buie , 


1 r 


C 

1 


Gelimer to fly for his Safety into the Plai 
whilft Belifarius proceeded in his March to Carthag 

Where he was 

♦ 

for he took care to have his Orders fo exactly ob- en * ers 

that the Citizens follow’d their feveral Im-* age 


d without any Oppoficion*, Belifa 


Car 


fei y’d 

ployments with as much Security 


the Times 


of Peace. The fame Day the Fleet arriv’d in the 


Bay 


j 


about five Miles from the City, and the 


9 


Men were commanded on Shore by the General 
who was lodg’d in GeliwePs Palace, feated upon 

and din’d with 


his Thrqne, ferv’d by- his Set 



Officer 


? 


5 


upon thofe Provifi ms that had been 


prepar’d for Gelimer *, who upon the firft Motions 


of the Romans 

or Zanwn. % into Sardinia * to fecut 


pft him, had fent his Brother 

thac 

Ifland 





* 
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Wand from the Practices of Godas , one of his own 
Servants, who declared for the Emperor. 

Zanzon obey’d his Orders with fo much Con 


rage and Succefs, that he reftor’d the Ifland to his 



Brother’s Obedience 


5 


having firft overthrown G 



das , who was Slain in the Engagement. Gelimer 
under the prefent Neceffity of his Affairs, 
much in need of his 


Brother’s 


flood 

Amity and Afli- 
who therefore came and join’d him, whilft 
he lay encamp’d upon the Plains of Buie , but their 
Meeting was fuch as fuited with the didrafted 



a nee 


* 



Condition of their Family. However, after fome 
reafonable time for their Refrefhment, and that the 
firft Tranfports of their Grief was over, Gelimer 
advanc’d with the whole Army towards Carthage 
where, when he was arriv’d, he cut off the Aquas 
du£h a 


5 


piece of admirable Workmanfhip, and ex¬ 
ordinary ufe to the City. After he had re fled 


fome time 


and when he found 


of the 


Enemy thought fit to faily out upon him, he re 


tir’d, and difpos’d his Army in the Towns adja¬ 
cent, intending to block up the City. His Men 
expedted the Carthaginians , who they imagin’d had 
no great Friend (hip for the Romans , would deli¬ 
ver it up into their Hands* and that fuch of the 
Romans as were Arians , would, upon the Account 
of Religion, declare for them. Befides, they had 


by large Pro mi fes 


s' 


ea 


chief Offic 


of the 


Hunns or Adajjagetes to their Party \ they knew they 

tr^ r> __ __ J _ ? _ I ? 


d 


y averie to the Romans , and that they had 

lingly, and by Gompulfxon into the 


Service 
fals the Vandals made 


9 


fo that they readily agreed to the Prop 


$ 


em 


9 


and promis’d 


9 


when 


they came to Fight, that they would turn againft 

the Romans. But a Matter of that Confequence 
could not 

mull have fome Information of 



tranfa&ed fo fecretly, but Be life 


ify’d Lawns , a Cart hag 


1 


he firft Cru*- 


r 

9 


after he had been 


* 


gularly 
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of his Camp, and then, haying endeavour’d to a 
nimate his Men by fuch Arguments as were drawn 
from the prefent Condition they were in, he ad¬ 
vanc’d about Noon towards the Romans , and after 
both Armies had for fome time fac’d each other 

one of 

the firft that fell, after he had behav’d himfelf like 
an Officer of Courage and Experience: In him‘the 

The Van- Vandals maybe faid to have loft all their Hopes 
dais routed, and Rcfolution, for immediately upon his Death 


the Fight began on both fides. Zanzon was 


they gave Ground 


9 


and 


he Uunns f according 


their former Refolution 


9 


join’d 


th the Romans 


the Chace, which lafted not long, for th tVan 


dais foon 
felves in 


L 


d their Camp, and fecur’d them 


their Entrenchments * whereupon thcRo* 
d back in an orderly manner to their 


own, having loft but fifty Men 


on 


their 


fide 


* 


wher 

dred. 


s the 

Be life 


Fandals loft upwards of eight hun 


rius being joined in the Evening by 
a ftrong Body of his infantry, thought fit to com- 

Victory, and fo march’d, with his whole 



at 


Army 


9 


to the Camp of the Fandals 


Up 


his 



Gelimer Approach Gelimer ^attended by a few ofhisneareft 

Friends and moft faithful Servants, withdrew pri- 

ly out of the Camp, and fled, with great Pre- 


0 9 


pitat 


Numidia j of which as foon 


the 


Fandals were inform’d, and when they difeover’d 
the Roman Battalions in Motion towards ’em,eve 
ry Man provided for his own Safety, without any 
Regard had for the Defence of their Wives and 
Children, whom they left behind to the Mercy of 
the infuldng Conquerors, by whom they were all 
taken Captive. The Puffuit lafted all Night, du¬ 
ring which the Romans flew great Numbers of their 
Enemies, and found fo great a Mafs of Treafure 
in their Camp, as never had been feen in any o~ 
ther j for the Fandals having no Place of,Security 

in which thdy might lodge their Wealth* removed 



5f 
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Romans 



V* 


it up and down with them, and were now, in a 
Moment, depriv’d of all they had been fcraping up 

for ninety five Years together. 

The Spoil was fo great, and the 
came Matters of it founexpe&edly, that they were 
intoxicated with their good Fortune, and obferv’d 
fo little Order and Caution, that had the Sandals 
rally’d back upon ’em, they had, with eafe, taken 
that Victory out of their Hands, which they took 
fuch little Care to fecure. But Belifarius having 


5 


with much Difficulty, reduc’d them into fome Or 
der, fent John , with a confiderable Body of Horle, 
to purfue Gelimer , John , after a March oi five 
Days, came up to Gelimer f and, oin all probability, 
had taken him, had not one of his own Officers (hot 
him accidentally in the Neck, of which he inftant 


ly dy d 


9 

* 


and by that means gave Gelimer an Op 


portunity of efcaping to the Rocks in the Moun¬ 
tains near Hippo Regia , a Maritime City in Numi - 
dta „ whither Belifarius, having left a fufficient Gar- 


rifon in Carthage , came in Purfuit of him$ and 
finding he had fecur’d himfelf in Madenos, one of 
the ftrongeft Cities upon the Mountains, he left 

, with 


Gelimer 


Pharasj a valiant and prudent Commander 
fufficient Forces to Befiege it, whilft he return’d Hjegd 
back with the reft of the Forces to Carthage , there 
to fettle the Affairs of the Province, which, after 



Pharas 


it had been fo long under the Ufurpation of the 
Van dal s 3 was, in lefs than four Months time, reco¬ 
ver’d back to the Empire. The General, in his 
Return, had all Gelimer 's Treafure deliver’d up to 
him*, for having order’d it to be tranfported into 


Spain 


9 


whither the King himfelf intented to fol 


low, it was forc’d back by contrary Winds, into 

the Haven of Hippo , and there feiz’d for the ufe 
of the Emperor. Belifarius being come to Car* 

took in fuch Places as remain’d in the Pof- 

of the Vandals*, had the Ifland of Majorca 

and 




i 
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and Minorca deliver’d up to him *, feeur’d 



IV 



asat 




the Attempts of the Moors % reduc’d Sardi¬ 
nia and Corfeca$ and omitted nothing that could 
contribute to the Security of the Province, and 
make the Conqueft compleat. 

In the mean time Gelimer was fo clofely prefs’d 
by Pharas in the Mountains, that he was reduc’d 
to the laft Extremities 5 from a foft luxurious Life 
to which he, as well as the reft of the Vandals 
had, from the time they become Matters of Africk 






he 


5 


was now 


continually accuftom'd themfelves, 
forc’d to the greateft Hardfliips, and labour’d 
der Neceffities, with which he never ’till then had 
been acquainted. 0 Thar as had once or twice at 
tempted by Force to take the City, but being 
puls’d with Lofs he refolv’d to block it up. 
knew what Diftrefs Gelimer was 


He 




and therefore 
in a Letter advis’d him to confeder with himfelf whe¬ 
ther it were mt better for him to fubmit , and upon 


his SubmiJJion enjoy the Dignity of a Patrician , with 
large Revenues by the Emperor's Favour , than under¬ 


go fuch Hardfeoips , and live in the Mifery with which 
he knew he was then ajJUfted , Gelimer wept at 

fight of the Letter, and in his Anfwercomplain’d 

Emperor, for labouring as he did to 







y 


o 


c 


th 




ruin a Prince , from whom he never. 


d 


any 


In 


jury 


and in Conclufion defir’d Pharas to fend him 


an 


Harp 


5 


Loaf’of Breads and a Sponge . Pharas 


knew not what Interpretation to put upon fo odd a 
Requeft, ’till the Meffenger inform’d him that the 
King long'd to fee a Bak'd Loaf becaufeit was a thing 
he had not fo much as beheld fence he came into the 
Mountains , that he wanted a Sponge to dry up his 

Tears 9 and a Harp to comfort him up in his prefent 
Calamity . 

and 

he Viciffitude of Human Affairs, lent him what 


Phards , touch’d with a fenfe of his 



£ 


he defir’d, but block’d him up clofer than ever, 

which 


u » 
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Upon fuch Gelimer 


which at length forc’d Gelimer to 
Conditions as Betifarius undertook to make for him fa™** 
with the Emperor $ accordingly he was concluded htm fih 
by Pharas to Carthage ■, where the General receiv'd 
him very favourably, and Gelimer , when he was 
prefented to him, is faid to have bur ft out into a 
Laughter, which made thofe who were unacquain¬ 
ted with him think him diftra&ed through the Ex- 

cefs of his Mifery 5 but his Friends, who better 
knew the Temper of his Mind, imputed it to the 
View he had, from his prefent Condition, of the 

Inconftancy of Fortune, which in fo fliort a time 


had. 

i 

him 



a great and powerful Prince 


9 


rend 





a defpicable indigent Slave: And indeed it 
was fomething amazing, that a Handful of Stran¬ 
gers, as they were no more in Comparifon, Should 


the Sp 


of fix Months, fubyei 


a large and 
where at their firft Arrival 

But we 

to confider, that the Courfe the' Pandals took 

Settlement in 


flourifliing Kingdom, 
they had not room ro drop an Anchor 


for their Security, upon their 




Africk 


d now very much to their P-rejud 
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for Genfericb, the better to reftrain the Afi 


9 


9 


who might otherwife be ready to ftart out into 


Rebellion, if they had any ftrong Holds to which 


they 



ret 


demolifti’d all the Forts and 


wall’d Towns in the Country, Cartbag 



ex 


9 


cepted: Which 
the Inhabitants 
cafe of an Invafi 




tho 


* 


was 


for 


might be of Service againft 

pernicious Council in 




thi 




means Be li/a 


render’d himfeif Matter of the* whole Province^ 

with little or no Refiftance. 

^ ^ # f % 

Belt farms his happy Succefs abroad, in finifhing 


a War of fo 



Importance 


fo fiiort a Time 


9 


expos’d him to the Envy of fome People at home 


9 


who 


too often 



to inj 




and 


9 



ble, ruin thofe they judge to be more 

than themfelves. Thefe Perfons reprefented Belifi 

tins 



r 


f 
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The 

to the Empe 
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r 


o 


9 


whole Ambition made 


him inclinable to ufurp; that he 


dang 


Man before, but that his late Vi&ories would make 
him infupportable, unlefs Care was taken to prevent 
his Defigns. The Emperor, either becaufe he de- 
Ipis’d thefe malicious Suggestions, or for that he 
chofe rather to conceal his Sufpicions, gave Belifa « 
rim leave either to come to Court, or continue in 




Belifarius 
Triumph 


A t frick , when he fent him an Account of his Sue 
cels, and defir’d Liberty to come with his Prifo 
tiers to Conftantinople. But having difeover’d the 
Practices they were then forming againft him, he 
was more earneft to appear at Court, where he might 
clear himfelf of the imputation, and punifli his Ac- 
cufers. 


Being 


d at Conftantinople\ he was 


at Con- thought worthy of chofe ancient Honours which 
&mtinople. the Romans of old conferr’d upon their Favourite 

Heroes after fothe extraordinary Atchievements, 
and which had now been difeontinu’d for fix hun- 

rs« Titus* 


* « 

dred Years, except when their Emperors, 
Trajan^ and fome few more, had in Perfon led 
their Armies forth, and fubdu’d fome Barbarous 
Nations. Among the Spoil, which confided of 
infinite Treafure and Royal Furniture, were fome 
Monuments of the Jews, which havingbeen brought 
to Rome from Jemfalem by Titus , were carry’d af¬ 
terwards into Africk by Genferichy and were now 3 


by Juft 

snong 


Order 




eftor'd to Jemfalem 



the Tandals that were referv’d to be led in 

_ 4 . 

Triumph, for the Tallnefs and Beauty of their Fer- 
fons, appear’d Gelimer , more confpicuous for his 
Stature than the reft, and cloth’d in a Purple Robe, 
as an Inftance of the Inconftancy of Human Af 




fairs; who being brought into the Hippodrome , and 


beholding the Emp 


feated on the Imperial 


Throne, furrounded on all fides by great Numbers 
of Spe&ators, and himfelf thepublick Scorn of the 
People, he exprefs’d himfelf in no other Lamenta 

tions 


1 



I 


* 

Chap. II 


LVI. 


Tuftiniatu 


77 


tions but that Sentence of the Preachers which he 

often repeated, Vanity of Vanities all is Vanity !The 

lively Tenfe of his Calamities touch’d the Emperor 
fo nearly, that inftead of putting him to Death, as 
he deferv’d, he granted him and his Relations feve 
ral Pofleffions in Galati^^t thelnterceffionof Beli 

f 


and had he not 


d obftinate in the 


Arian Herefie, he had created him a Patrician 


The Emperor 


the fame time made a liberal 


Provifion for the Subliftanee of the Hildericlf s Chil 


dren 
Belifi 


as the Defcendants from Valentinian 


7 


and 


had fuch Honours decreed him as had 


been formerly us’d 


Triumphs, for being 


j 


created Conful the Year following he was born oi 
the Shoulders of Captives, and drawn in a Chariot 
from which he diflributed among the People Part 
of the Spoils taken in the African War 5 the Inha 
bitants being pleas’d, not fo much for what they 



that means brought of the Royal Treafure, but 
for that they beheld the Ceremonies of their An- 
ceftors reviv’d, which gave ’em a pleafant Idea of 
their former’Greatnefs, and a Profped: of their p 
fent Felicity. 

Belifarius, 

had left Salomon , an Eunuch, and his Lieutenant 


upon his Departure for Conflantinofle 


5 




to command in Africki who, whilfl: the Triumph 
was celebrating with great Solemnity in the City, 

was bufily employ’d in quelling fome new Com- New Tro&- 

his Ablence., The Moors? upon bles m A- 


motions 



the firft News of the Emperor's intended Expedi 
tion into Africk , confulted their Old Women, 
whofe Anfwers were efteem’d as fo many Oracles, 
what Share they were to have in the Succefs of 
the War. Thefe Propheteffes foretold an Army from 
the Waters, and t^he Deftruftion both of Fandals 
and Moors , when the Romans fhould be led againft 
them under the Command of aBeardlefs General. 

Hereupon they renounc’d 3II Friendlhip with the 

Vandals , 


frick 


¥ 








their Nation was to be deftroy’d by a Beardlefs 

Man. Salomon^ after this, met. with little Diftur- 
bance from the Moors , who were very much wea¬ 
ken’d by their late Misfortunes. And now, ac¬ 
cording to the Courfe of Time, we are to attend 
the Emperor’s Arms into Italy , but forafmuch as 

there were after this feveral remarkable Tranfa£fcions 




* fo encourag’d the Mutineers; that they refolv’d in* 

ftantly to put their Defigns in Praftice,and agreed 
firft of all to murder Salomon in the Church on 

A Mutiny Eafter-Day , where they met accordingly at the 

in Africk. Time appointed ^ but whether feiz’d with a fedden 

Horror at the Villany of the Fa£fc, or aw’d by the 
Prefence of the Governor, or rather prevente d by 
on over-ruling Providence, they feparated without 
perpetrating their Defign j and tho’ they met a fe« 
cohd time with the fame Intent, yet they mov’d 
po farther in it than they did at the firft. Howe¬ 
ver, having proceeded thus far, they conceiv’d it 
impoffible for the Thing not to be difeover’d, fo 
mo ft of ’em drew out of Carthage % and falling up¬ 
on the Africans pillag’d their Towns. 

Salomon endeavour'd to perfuade thofe who were 
left behind to continue ftedfaft in their Obedience 
to the Emperor*, but they were fo far from giving 
Ear to his Advice, that they chofe another Gover¬ 
nor in his ftead, and rifled the Town, in fpight of 
all he could do to reduce ’em. By the Affiftance 
therefore of Theodoms , whom the Ring-leaders of 
the Mutiny had chofen to fucceed him, he got a 
Ship provided for him in the Harbour, in which he , 
embark’d with Procopius the Hiftorian and fome o- 
thers, and fail’d to Belifarius , who then lay at Sy- 
racufe y whom he acquainted with the Condition of 
Affairs in Africk , and defir’d his Affiftance againft 
the Mutineers | who, in the mean time, having 
plunder’d Carthage , mufter’d themfelves, to the 
number of nine thoufand, in the Plains of Safe, and 
chofe Stotzas , one of the Guards, for their Gene- 
ral. Stotzas was a bold induftrious Soldier, and 
led ’em on with great Refolution to the Walls ot 
Carthage , where hefummon’d thofe within to yield 
immediately to him, but they, difliking their Pro~ 
eeedings, return’d Anfwer by a Meffenger of their 

own* that they held the Place for the Emperor. 

Stotzas 
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Stotzas put the unfortunate Meflenger to Death 
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and prepar’d vigoroufly for a Siege, which they 
prefs’d on with fo much Expedition, that the Town 
was juft upon the point of furrendring when Belt - 
farius arriv’d with Salomon, and no more than an 
hundred of his Life-guard $ upon notice of whofe 
Arrival the Befiegers, who judg’d themfelves fare 
of the Town before, rais’d the Siege early in the 
Morning, and broke up in great Diforder, Belifa 
rius reduc’d two thoufand of ’em by fair Perfua- 
fions, the reft he overtook at Membrijfa , a Town 
diftant from Carthage three and forty Miles, where 


\ 




:.'V 

t 

r / 
% 

|> 

‘•lNV 
•:* v 




v 


* 

II 

3 $ 

in 

* ^ 

f /, I■ 

.'V 

% f 


the Rebels waited for him with great Refolution 
for they depended upon their Numbers, tho’ he 
defpis’d ’em as an headftrong undifciplin’d Rabble. 

When they came to engage a ftrong Wind blew Belifarius 
full in the Faces of the Mutineer$,which made ’em engages-witk 

wheel aboutj for they thought the Imperialifts“ 

would do 



too 


5 


Xi 

n- 


and thereby give them the Ad 
vantage: But in Wheeling they wereforc’d to break 
their Ranks and fall into fome Diforder, which Be¬ 
lifarius obferving, he charg’d ’em fooner than they 

1 — - „ - « * 


neers 


I expected 


9 


s.r. 




and put ’em into fo great a Diforder 
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that they were forc’d to fly with Precipitation into and defeats 
\Numidia. Belt farius, whole Army was but fmall,** OT - 
thought not fit to purfue ’em very far, but gave 
their Camp up to -the Difcretion of his Soldiers, 

together 

with the Vandal Women, who had been the Oc 
cafion of the War. After which, having taken 
thcbeft care he could to reftore things to a peacea¬ 
ble Condition m Af rick, he return’d into Sicily 


;4' 

’1 4 NL 

- s.i* 

i w 

" 4r 

r.'C 
■ v> 5 

S' 

$ 


who found a great deal of T^eafurc in it 
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whither he was likewife call’d by a Mutiny of the 
Army in that Ifland. 

After his Departure Stotzas fo prevail’d upon 


m 



the Troops under the Command of A4arcellus 
Governor of Numidia , that they all' deferred to 
him, upon which their Officers fled into the next 


G 


Church 
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both Gdes in the Purfuit, for ufing the fame Lan 
guage and Arms, and being clothed after the fame 
manner, the Purfuers deftroy’d their own Friends, 
’till Germains order’d his Men to demand the 
Word. The Enemy’s Camp was taken with much 

The 

Mutineers, after this Defeat, were fo thoroughly 
broken, that they never were able to gather to an 
Head again, tho’ fotne farther Attempts were made 
that way, but happily prevented by the feafonable 
Circumfpe£tion of Germanus\ who, fome time after 
was recall’d home, and Salomon reftor’d to his for¬ 
mer Employment by the Emperor, who gave him 
another Army. 


Difficulty, and plunder’d by the Soldiers. 


5 


endea 

vour’d to confirm that Peace to which the Pro 


Salomon , immediately upon his Arrival 


5 


vince was 


, in a great meafure, reftor’d*, he tcok 
Care to reform the Army, in which he eftablifli’d 
an exact Difcipline j he privately remov’d all fuch 


as he knew to be of a feditious Temper, 


fending 


’em, upon fome plaufible Pretence or other, either 

to Conftantinopki or to Bel if arms, who then com* 

manded the Emperor’s Forces in Italy , filling their 
Places up with others of a more tractable Difpofi 


tion 




thofe Fandah that were left 

* 

in the Country, as well the Women as the Men 5 


and banifhing 


after this he turn’d his Care to the Moors 


9 


who 


y 


had committed fome Diforders in the Province 

« ^ * 

and were become very confiderable in their Num 
bers, being join’d by Ant alas % a great Man with 
the Moors , who had continu’d very faithful to the 


Romans , ’till Salomon had provok’d him to revolt 


/ 


/ 


by 


) 



from him the Emperor’s Allow 


ance, and putting his Brother to Death for railing 
fome Commotions among the Byzacenu In this 
Cornell Salomon unfortunately loft his Life, to the 

and almoft .utter Ruin of the Eta* 
peror’s Intereft in Afriok . 
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Salomon was fucceeded in his Command by Ser~ 
gius , one of his Nephews, whofe Incapacity ren¬ 
der’d his Uncle’s Lofs the more deplorable; for 
being young, fiery and infolent, all the General 
Officers in the Province were much difcontented 
at his Advancement, whilft the Soldiers confider’d 
him as a Coward, and flighted him accordingly. 
The Africans hated him for his abominable Ava¬ 
rice and Lull, and for that reafon declin’d to ferve 
againft the Moors 9 whofe Forces were augmented 
daily. Antalas invited Stotz,as out of Mauritania , 
tho’ at the fame time he fent to the Emperor, and 
offer’d to be obedient, as became him, provided a 
worthy Governor was fent to Command in Africk . 
The Emperor at fii*ft, out of Refpeft to the great 
Merits of his Uncle Salomon * was very unwilling 
to remove him ; but finding what great Cruelties 
the Moors , under the Conduft of Antalas and Stot- 
%-asj to whom feveral Roman Soldiers join’d them- 
felves, committed daily in the Province ; how none 
oppos’d ’em, but that they grew more and more 
formidable; without divefting him of his Com¬ 
mand, he at firft join’d Areobindus in Commiffion 
with him, ’till he was convinc’d how deftru&ive 
two Generals of equal Power in the fame Province 
were to his Affairs, and then he fent Sergius into 
Italy , committing the entire Government of yl- 
frick to Areobindus , who was a Senator, and a ve¬ 
ry honeft Man, but never bred up a Soldier,which 
encourag’d Gontharis , who had the Command of 
the Forces in Numidia , to revolt, and attempt the 
Sovereignty. To this purpofe he perfuaded the 
Moors to march againft Carthage , and held private 
Correfpondence with Antalas and John , whom the 
Mutineers had chofen for their General in the room 

of Stotzas. to whom he difeover’d what fecret Mea- 

• ' # 

fures the Governor took in order to fupprefs ’em. 
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Tho 3 Areobindus was inform’d of Gontharis his 
Treafon, and Defigns upon him, yet he refus’d to 
proceed openly againft him, ’till he had fent for 
him, and heard what he had to fay in his own 
Behalf, tho’ he was advis’d to begin firft,. and fo 
put a flop to any farther Mifchief. Gontharis , in- Gontharis 
ftead of vindicating himfelf, or denying his De- Ufurps in 
ligns, publickly own’d his Ufurpation, and then Africk > 
Areobindus was prevail’d upon to go out and Fight 
him, follow’d by Artabanes , the Armenian , who* 
being of the Race of the Arfacida , had, together 
with his Brother who was kill’d in a late Engage¬ 
ment with the Moors , enter’d into the Emperor’s 

Service, and Commanded fome of his Country¬ 
men that came over with Areobindus . Tho* the 
Ufurper had endeavour’d to poflefs the Soldiers with 
a Belief of Areobindus his Cowardice, and perfuade 
’em he intended to Defraud ’em of their Pay, yet 
the greateft Part continuing firm in their Duty, 
iffu’d out of their feveral Quarters} and had, in all 
likelihood, deftroy’d the Tyrant and his Adhe¬ 
rents, had not Areobindus , who was not us’d to fee 

Men cut and deftroy each other, fled like a Mad¬ 
man, and taken Sanctuary in a Monaftery, within 
the Walls of Carthage * after which Artabanes re¬ 
tir’d with the reft, and left Gontharis Mafter of 

the City, the Palace and the Haven. Areobindus 
was, by means of Reparatus , Bifhop of G/r- 
thage 9 perfuaded to come to Gontharis , before whom 
he behav’d himfelf with a Submiffion more becom¬ 
ing a Slave than a Roman Senator and General : 
Gontharis gave him a great many fair Words, but 
had him murder'd the fame Night, and fent his 
Head to Antalas % who wasalham’d and affronted 
at the Treafon and Perjury of the Tyrant* and 
therefore refolv’d to fubmit to the Emperor, with 
whom he was not mortally offended, rather 
than truft to an Ufurper, who would neither 

G 5 keep 






of his Guard. Gregorius was to bring fome of the 
ftouteft Armenians to the Palace arm’d with their 


* if 

Swords, and* upon a pretended Sufpicion that their 
Captain was invited out of no true Affection to his 
Perfon* they were to defire to ftand among the 
Guards of Gontharis . Artafiris was to watch the 


ffloft convenient time* and then kill the Tyrant; 
but he de fir'd Art abates to do as much by him if 
he faw he had rot mortally wounded him, left he 
ihould be forc’d* by Torture* to difcoverhim 5 and, 
together with himfelf, ruin his Captain. All things 
being thus concerted and agreed upon* Gregorius 
and Artafiris flood behind Gontharis at Supper, 
whilft the reft of the Armenians continu’d* ac¬ 
cording to their Inftru&ions* with the Tyrant's 

Guards 

* 


87 


Chap. 



* 




LVI. 


Tuftinian 


Guards without, and were not to ftir ’till they 
heard the Gry within* and then they were to do 
as they had been diredfced. In the midft of the 

Feaft 


, and when the Tyrant grew heated with. 

Wine, Artafiris , upon fome Pretence, went out, 

for he found he could not draw his Simiter with- 

» 

out being obferv’d in the Room; but returning 
prefently after with it drawn, and hid under his 
Robe, he ftepp’d up to Gontharis , as to whifper 
fomethingto him in private*, at that Inftant one of 
the Waiters difeover’d the Scimiter, and thrufting 
in between him cry’d out, upon which, as the 
Tyrant was turning about, Artafiris cut off part of 
his Skull, and Artabanes , who fat by him, ftabb’d ,Sw P ‘ tfiari£ 
him into the Side, whereupon he fell down de ad, 
after which the Armenians , who heard the Noife 


» 


rufti’d in, and kill’d the Vandals , and fuch other of 


the Ufurper’s Friends as were feated upon ocher 
Couches in the fame Room at Supper. Thus did 
. the Courage and Loyalty of a few Strangers reco* 


and 


pu 


ver Africk to the Emperor’s Obedience, 
nifti anUfurper with a Death he too well deferv’d, 
on the thirty fifth Day of his Ufurpation j and 
Africk , after a long and bloody War, to which the 
Emperor was forc’d by the Inhumanity of Gelimer , 
enjoy’d at length fome Repofe, tho 5 much broken 
and impoverifh’d. After this the Emperor had 
more leifure to attend the War that was carry’d on 
with great Heat in Italy, occafion’d likewife by 
the Parricide of a Barbarian ; and as both in the 
one, and the other, Jufiiniarts Caufe was juft, fa 
was it Crpwn’d with the Succefs it defer v’d. 
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her Son’s Minority, and difcharg’d her Truft with 

fo much Honour and Integrity, that fhe was be® 
lov’d and efteem’d by all, but fuch as preferr’d their 
private Intereft and Ambition to the publick Pro® 
fperity. She took Care to have her Son educated 
after the manner of the Roman Princes, commit¬ 
ting him to the Care of fuch Governors as were 
Renown’d for their Prudence and Learning. This 
the Goths diflik’d, and declar'd it was an Educati 


m 


on unfit for their Prince, who was to be A£fcive 
and Warlike, not Soft and Effeminate % and when 


5 


his Mother once ftruck him upon fome juft Pro 
vocation, he went out weeping into another Room 
where fome of the Principal among the Goths were 
met together, who took occafion from thence to 
complain more loudly of the Queen, as if fhe de 
figir'd to remove her Son, and Reign, in her own 


Right, both over the Goths and Italians , They 
exclaim d againft Learning, as an Enemy to a vali 
ant Spirit, corrupting the Mind with Bafenefs and 
Cowardice \ they reminded her of her Father,who 


tho’ he was utterly ignorant of Letters, yet he was 
a warlike, victorious Prince, and concluded that 
her Son muft be bred up in the fame Studies 
he would be attended with the fame Fortune; 





; and 

w 

therefore they defir’d her to difmifs his Pedants, 
and aflbeiate him with Companions of bis own 
Age, who by their Converfation might make the 
Cuftoms of their own Nation familiar to him, and 
incline him to govern according to their own Laws. 
This they demanded with fo much Warmth and 
Importunity, that fhe was forc’d, out of Fear, to 


comply with ’em *, fo that from that time forward 
her Son was attended by fuch as taught him the 
ill Ufe of Wine, and unlawful Love of Women, 
to which by degrees he became fo much addicted, 
that the very Footfteps of Virtue were defac’d in 


him 




and 


3 


9 1 


to render a Reformation imppffible,they 

taught 
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taught him to be ftubborn and undutiful, fo that 
he unnaturally deferred his Mother in a Faction 
that had the Arrogance to command her to retire 
from Court ; however fhe behav’d her felf with a 
mafculine, undaunted Spirit, and confin’d two or 
three of the moft forward feverally to the remo¬ 
te^ Parts of Italy , under a Pretence of fecuring 
the Borders again ft the Enemy* Thefe Perfons, be¬ 
ing thus remov’d from Court,through their Corre- 
fpondence with their Friends and Relations, main¬ 
tain’d and exafperated the fame malevolent Spirit a- 
gainft her, fo that not being able to contend with 
the general Diflike of the People, that were cheated 

and mif-led into the Faftion, fhe defir’d leave of 

# 

yuflinian to retire to Conflantinople when ever fhe 
found it dangerous to continue longer in Italy . 
To this the Emperor, who was glad of the Op¬ 
portunity, return’d her a very favourable Anfwer 
and dealt fo effeftually by his Ambaffadors with 

her, that they found her inclinable to deliver Italy 
into his Hands; for her Son was by this time falFn 


9 


into a Confumption, occafion’d by his intemperate 
living; and fhe found her felf vigoroufly oppos’d 
in all her Affairs by her Nephew Theodatus , who* 
being Lord of many Towns in Tufcany , grievoufly 
opprefs’d the Inhabitants, of which fhe being in 


form’d, endeavour’d to reftrain him by her Autho¬ 
rity, and thereby made him her implacable Ene¬ 
my. Being thus divided between themfelves, both 
of’em endeavour’d to fupport their particular In- 
tereft by the Emperors Friendfhip: Theodatus pro- 
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fer’d to betray Tufcany into his Hands, upon Pay 
ment of a good Sum of Mony, and Dignity of a 
Senator, at the fame time that Amah font propos’d 
to deliver all Italy up to him. Thefe Divifions the 
Emperor endeavour’d to husband to the beft Ad¬ 
vantage, when the Death of Athalartck , which , .,-r- 
liappen’d during thefe Negotiations, after he had Atha1 * ai 'ic 

o Dies. 



D. 


n 4. 


reign’d 
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fadors could reach Italy Amalafont was murder’d,^ Mur■- 
by the Relations of fome whom in the late Faftt-^ Ama ~ 
oqs flie had upon juft Provocations put to Death. 3 ont ’ 

As this Murder was highly refented by the moft 
fober and difcerning Party among the Goths, who 
defervedly admir’d her for the Excellency of her 
Virtues, fo was Juft ini an extreamly enrag'd againft 
Theodatus for fo horrible a Cruelty committed upon 
his Aunt and Queen, whofe Perfon ought to have 
been Sacred, and whofe Life, in Nature and Grati¬ 
tude, he ought to have defended at the Hazard of 
his own. Theodatus endeavour’d to clear himfelf, 
and charge the Murder upon the Goths, who were 
too headftrong to be reftrain’d by him. How lit¬ 
tle Truth and Sincerity there was in this Excufe 
appear’d from his Carriage towards the Murderers* 
whom he was fo far from punifhing as the Hei- 
noufnefsof their Crime defe.rv ? d, that he counter 
nanc’d and advanc'd ’em * which made it evident 
to the World that the Murder was committed by 
his Procurement. Trocopius faith he was incited to 
it by the fecret Sollicitations of the Emprefs Theo¬ 
dora, who knew her Husband defign'd to fend for 
her to Gonftdntinople , where fhe was afraid of being 
eclips’d by Amalafonf s great Virtues and moft ex¬ 
cellent Qualities. This execrable Aft of Iheoda - 
tus gave the Emperor a juft Provocation to declare 
War againft him; and ’tis very probable Juftiman 
was glad of fo favourable an Opportunity of en¬ 
ding into Italy, which he earneftiy defir’d to re¬ 
unite to the Empire. 

Juftiman having* with the Advice of his Coun¬ 
cil, refolv’d upon a War, made choice of Mun - 
dus and Belt far ins for his Generals. Mundus, be¬ 
ing General of Illyricum , was commanded to march 
into Dalmatia, fubjeft at that time to the Goths , 
and attempt Salona> the better to open a Paflage 
into Italy , The Goths readily offer’d him a Battel, 

which, 



4 





In the mean tins cjufiinian^ who knew the Kings 
of France were of the fame Faith with himfelf, and 
allow’d the Arians no Toleration in their Domini¬ 
ons, endeavour’d toperfuade them by many Frefents 
to join with him in the War againfl Theodatus, the 
profefs’d Enemy of the Catholick Faith. Of which 
Theodatus being fenfible 5 as likewife terrify’d at the 
Succefs of the Emperor’s Forces both in Sicily and 
Dalmatia, he began to liften to the Imperial Am* 
baflador, who perfuaded him to a Submiffion, and 
in a fecret Conference agreed to renounce all Pre- 

tenfions 
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tendons to the Ifland of Sicily 


to fend the Emp 


rot yearly a Crown of Gold in token of Submiffi- 
on*, and to raife three thoufand Men for his Ser¬ 
vice, whenever he Ihould require them: He ob¬ 
lig'd himfelf likewife never to put to Death or con- 
dfcate the Goods of any Prieft or Senator, without 


the Emperor's Confent 

gree of a Patrician or Senator contrary to his Ap¬ 
probation^ in all Acclamations JuJlinian's Name was 


advance any to the De 


to be firft mention’d 


and when cwcvTheodatus had 


his Statue erefked, the Emperor was to have i 
ther plac’d on the Right Hand : Condefcentions 


the Emp 


worthy a Prince; 


and which ftiow’d the Poornefs 


of his Sp 


And yet, left,the Emperor ftiould 


not be fatisfy’d with thefe Terms, but refolve upon 
the War, which he extreamly abhorr’d, and appre¬ 


hended with Diftraftion 


he recall’d the Ambafla 


dor. that was 


Albania 


who 


his Journey homewards 


far as 


obferving the great Terror he was 


in 


took the Advantage of his Cowardice, and per- 


fuaded him to refign the Kingdom to Juft 




and content himfelf with 

Quality^ to be paid hin 


Penfion fuitable to his 


own Patrimony 


to be paid him out of the Emper 


This Refignation 


his Name was to be made to Juft 


Theodatus 

in cafe he 


jefted the firft Conditions 


Oath he bound Peter 


the Emperor’s Ambaffador, 
of Rome % who was fent on 
not to make mention of it 


But by a folemn 


and Agapetus , Biflhop of Rome 


93 

A. D 
536 - 


Behalf of 7 heodatus , not to 
’till they found the Emperor 
Terms more moderate. Th 
were fo far from pleafing Juft 


efolv’d 


gainft any 


The firft Capitulations 
fuftinian , that the very 


mention of ’em enrag’d him; but upon fight of the 


fecond he was 


overjoy’d that he immediately fent 


his Ambafladors to conclude and eftablifh the A- 

r , ► 

greement, and order’d Relifarius, as foon as he had 
fettled Affairs in Sicily , t6 pafs over into Italy , and 
take Pofleffion of the Country in his Name. But be¬ 
fore 
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fore thefe things could be put in execution, Tbeoda 
tus , who being liaturally a Coward was confequent 
ly ofan irrefolute inconftant Temper, grew as haugh 
ty and prefumptuous as he had before been humble 
and complying} which was chiefly owing to anac 


cidenrai Advantage the Goths had obtain’d over the 



Mundus Emperor’s Forces in Dalmatia : For as Mauritius , 
and his son the Son ox'Mundus^ went with a few others out of 
jiammDzl- $ a i flm to view the Condition and Number of the 


matia 


Enemy 


5 


they were all cut off by an advanc’d Par 


ty, wherewith his Father was fo enrag’d, that he 
engag’d the whole Body with more Courage than 
Difcretion; however he defeated’em; but out of 
a Third: of Revenge he purfu’d’emfo far before 
his Troops that a Qoth % who fled from him, turn’d 
back and flew him, before any of his own Men 
could come up to his Afflftance. At the fame time 
Belifarius was call’d by Salomon out of Sicily into 


AfricTc , 


to quell the Mutiny we had occaflon to 


mention before. Upon which Confiderations The- 
odatus grew fo elevated, that when the Emperor’s 
Ambafladors obje&ed to him the Breach of Faith 
he put 


a 


Guard 


for 


upon ’em, and delar’d refolutely 
the War. Juftinian being juftiy offended at 
thefe his Proceedings fent Conftantianus with frefh 
Forces into Dalmatia , who drove the Goths out of 

the Country, and put flrong Garrifons into all the 
defenfive Towns* at the fame time that Belifarius , 
who was return’d out of Africk , made a Defcent 
into Italy, The.odatus had rais’d a flrong Army , for 
his Defence* and made Ehremudas , who had mar¬ 
ry’d his Daughter, Generali who, tho’ he lay un¬ 
der all Obligations imaginable to be faithful to his 


Benefactor, deferted his Command, and fled over 
to Belifarius 9 whilft he was embarking his Forces in 
Sicily , who fent him to Qonftantinople^ where he 
difcover ? d all Theodatus his Intrigues to Juftinian , 

by whom he was kindly receiv’d, and dignify’d with 

5 the 
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III. Rome being thus recover’d out of the Hands cf A. D« 
Barbarians, became a Member of that Empire, of 5 3 ^* 
which heretofore fhe had been the Head. She had 
worn the Yoke of Captivity too long not to re¬ 
tain the Marks of it*, for as under the Goths fhe 
was us’d as a Slave, fo was fhe flill a Servant, guid¬ 
ed by the Councils of Foreign Powers, and de¬ 
pending on the Fortunes of another City. 

The Keys of the City, together with Leuderis 
the Governor, who chofe rather to be taken, than 
fly with thofe who had not the Courage to wait 
his Commands, Belifarius fent to Confiantinople 9 
and then apply’d himfelf, with great Skill and In- 
duftry, to the Reparation of the Walls 5 in which 
he extreamly difoblig’d the Inhabitants, who won¬ 
der’d he fhould prepare againft a Siege in a City, 
that was neither fituated on the Sea, nor had Walls 
capable of a Defence, but expos’d without any ns* 
tural Fortifications in an open Champian, liable to 
all AfFaults. Notwithftanding which Belifarius 1 
vigoroufly prepar’d for a Siege, fending for great 
Quantities of Corn out of Sicily , which he ftor’d 

up in the publick Granaries, and compelling the 

H z Romans 


s 
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to bring in all the Grain their Farms 


a 


fforded, with whatever elfe was neceffary for the 
Sobfiftance of Human Life. 

Nor was this the only thing in which Belifarhis 
offended the Citizens* for not long after he de¬ 
pos’d Sylverius their Bifhop* and fubftituted Vigu 
Hus in his Place* wherewith they were the more 
affronted* becaufe, ’till then, the Choice of their 


Bifhops redded folely in their own Clergy. A fuller 
Account of this Matter will give the Reader a little 
Infightinto the Affairs of the Church inthofeDays. 
The state of Theodora , the Emprefs, was grievoufiy infe&ed 

the church with the Eutychian Herefie* and tho 3 Jufltnian 

that himfelf firmly adher’d to the Orthodox Faith, yet 

he had not Power enough over the intradfcable Hu- 


ahout 
tm 


mour of his Wife to make her 


but 


th 



her Err 


hi 




contrary was often mif-led by her 




ID) 

to 


ce as well of the Church as State. 

^ • 

i he Death of Epiphanius Syncellns * Patriarch 


the great Prejud 

U* 


of Conjlantinople * An. Dom 



to 


he Fo 


and Can 


f 34 




Theodora * con 

of the Church 


forc’d Anthimus , Bifhop of Trebifoncl * into the See 


5 


Ant hit). 


w 


a 



r* 


made 


fty faftious Prieft* who tho 


outward Profeffion of 


Catholick 


Faith 




et in his Heart he was devoted to the Do 
of Eutyches. At the fame time the Em 


prefs, who appiy’d all her Interett and Authority t< 
the Support and Encouragement of the Eutycbians 
preferr’d TbeoJ* 


of Alex an dr 


Prieft of that Fa£Uon, to the 
with which the Citizens and 


Monks were fo little pleas’d, that they chofe ano¬ 
ther of the fame Opinion, call’d Gaian^ whoinlefs 
than three Months was driven into Exile by Nar - 
fes , whom the Emprefs had fent on purpofe to A- 
lexandria to fupport Tbeod'fms. He held the Chair 
no longer than one Year and four Months, during 
which time the City was divided into Theodofians 
and Gaianttes * who were like wile call’d the Incor¬ 
rupt ib les 9 
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ruptibles , becaufe they maintain’d, That , after the 
Vnion of the two Natures in Jefus Chrifl . his Bo 



was 


Chrifl 

tptible , that it was fubjeSl to 


none of the Infirmities incident to Human Natm 
fach as Grief Fain , and the like $ which man 


9 


feifcly overthrew the Verity of the Human Nature 

the Myftery of our 


Saviour, and deftroy’d 


So fruitful is Error, that the Euty 


Redemption. 
chians themfelves were divided into no 


o 




or fix Parties 


9 


fuch 


as 


th 


Severians 


than 

the 


G at unites, the Theodofians , the Themifl 


9 


the? 


cobins , and IDr/^ 


> 


who tho’ they all agreed 


rejecting the Council of Chalcedony yet did they 
disagree among thernf ' 


fome par 


ar roints- 


by which it plainly appear’d that they had broken 
the Bond of Unity, when once they had renounc’d 
the Spirit of Truth. 

Amhimusy being thus 


d into 


Patr 


See by the Credit of the Emprefs, profefs’d 


himfelf a Catholick’till his Eflablifhment, tho’ thp 
Poifon was rooted deep in his Heart j but when the 
Emperor apd Clergy defir’d him to make a fincere 

is Faith. 



he* deluded ’em by his 


Confeffion of 
Stratagems, and daily countenanc’d and preferr’d 

the Eutychians . About this time slgapetus, Bifhop 

of Rome* was arriv’d at Confiantinople , in Quality 


of Theodatus his AmbdTador, and at his Ai 
found the Procefs drawn up, and Judgment 


to pafs upon Anthimus , who was fliortly after de 



pos’d 


f ^wuiuvuicUUU ill UiO lUUUl^ l KJ CIV 

great Indignation of Theodora , who labour’d ear 


and Menas confecrated 



00m 


the 


neftly with Agapetus for his Reftoration, and after 
his Death addrefs’d her felf to Vigilius his Deacon 
who {he knew to be of an haughty ambition 
Temper. She promis’d to make him Bifhop pf 


9 


Rome, upon Condition he 


d the late 


of conflantinoplej wherein Anthimus , Sever % 
Theodofit 


ynod 
and 


9 


ms were condemn’d 

H 


Hereticks, and that 



m 
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in a Letter to 'em he would approve and confirm 
their Faith. Vigilius readily undertook to do 
whatever fhe defir’d, and fo return’d into Italy 
loaden with Gold, and with Letters directed from 
the Emprefs to Belifarius^ wherein fhe enjoin’d him 
to expel Syherius , chofen Pope upon the Death of 
Agape ms , and procure the Election of Vigilius . 
Sy her ius having firil refus’d to comply with her 
A. D* in behalf of Anthimus , Vigilius promis’d Belifari - 
yjy. us two hundred Marks of Gold upon his Promoti¬ 
on. Beiijarius being then at Rome fent for Syl- 
verius to Ccurt, where he reproach’d him for 
holding Intelligence with the Goths 9 to whom he 
had a Defign of betraying the City, and forg’d 
Letters were produc’d to make good the Allega¬ 
tion. Belifarius , who knew very well that the 
Accufation was falfe, endeavour’d privately to per- 
fu?.de the Pope to condemn the Council of Chalce¬ 
dony and Sylverius demanded fome Advocates to 
confult with them what was proper to be done; 
but being got out of the Palace betook himfelf to 
a Church as "to a Place of Safety, for he appre¬ 
hended they would offer him fome Violence. Be - 
lifar ius fent and entreated him to come again to 
Court, promifing, upon Oath* that he fhould re¬ 
turn in Safety. Whereupon, contrary to the Ad¬ 
vice of his Friends, he went to the Palace, and 
was fuffer’d to go back again that ISlight to the 
Church. Some time after Belifarius fent for him 
again, and being come to Court was carry’d into an 
inner Apartment, where he was diverted of his Epi- 
fcopal Habits, and made a Monk; after which Vi* 
gil'tus was created Pope by the foie Power and Au¬ 
thority of Belifarius^ who banifh’d Sylverius into 
Lycia. Jaflinian being inform’d of thefe infamous 
Proceedings, commanded Sylverius to be recall’d 
into Italy ^ where if it appear’d he was Author of 
the Letters produc’d againfi him, then he fhould 
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have Liberty to Refide any where but in Rome , 

and if he was innocent, he order’d him to be re- 
Itor’d to his See, Tho’ the Emprefs us’d all her 
Arts and Authority to oppofe this, yet Juft 


d unalterable, and fo Sylverius return’d into 
which when Figtltus was inform’d, and 


Italy $ i 

fearing to be himfelf expeli’d, he told Belif 




That 



y 


l 


was deliver'd up into his 
Hands , he Jhould not be able to make good his Fro - 


lefs 


mife of paying the Sum of Mony they 
agreed upon the Payment 



and 



h 


either out of Covctoufnefs, or Fear of offending 


the Romans , had hitherto declin’d 


verms was deliver’d 


him 

he dy’d of Famine und 


to thofe Figi 


Upo 


tfi 


had 



¥ 

fo 


and hurry’d into the Ifle of Palmaria, where 


the 


Hands 


Figi lit 


s 


in purfuance of his Promife to the Ecnpref 


^5 


writ 


to th 


e 


Principal among the Eutychia 




that he had always been of the fame Faith 


ing 

itji 


th 


cm 


5 


which however he delir’d might be kept 



ere t 


t 


and that in their great Wifdom they 


d 


openly appear diftruftful of him 





he had ac 


plifh’d the great Things he had undertaken 


at the fame time he 


fs’d his Confelli 


in 


& 

thefe Words, We deny two diftinSt A 


to be 


Jefus Chrifl 


5 


who 


fol 


Son 


9 



foie Lord , compos'd of the two Natun 
nathemis’d thofe that were of a different Sentiment. 

This A£Uon of Figilius appear’d fo heinous in 
the Eyes of Baronins , that he exclaim’d againft 


him with all the Bitternefs the fenfe of fo Sacrile 
gious a Viliany could fugged; % and yet afterwards, 
when upon the Death ol Sylverius , whom he may 
juftly be (aid to have murder’d, he was confirm’d 
Pope without a Competitor ^ this Wolf, this Anti- 

, is by a ftrange Metamorpho'Gs become the 

full of wonderful 
, in his Opinion, 

it’s 


chrift 

moft Holy Vicar of Chrifl: 
Virtues is the Papal Chair, 


) 



that 
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where he left a fufficient Garrifon, and then haften’d 
to Rome to acquaint Belifarius with the Approach 
of the Enemy. Vitiges march’d with as much Ex* 
pedition as poflible towards Rome, without ftaying 
before any of the Towns in Tufcany , which he 
knew very well provided for a Defence, and would 
give Belifarius an Opportunity of running away, a 
thing he very much fear’d y and was extreamly 
pleas’d when he found he fortify’dhimfelf in Rome , 
where he intended to expe£t his coming, and was 
indeed fo far from avoiding, that he was refolv’d 
to maintain his Conquefts at the hazard of his Life. 
Belifarius had built two Forts upon a Bridge about 
a Mile from Rome , and fupply’d ’em with a good 
Body of his Troops, who were to difpute the Faf- 
fage with the Enemy, ’till the Romans had brought 
in all their Provifions, and thofe additional Forces 
and Supplies he daily expe£ted from the Emperor 
had join’d him: For he concluded, if the Goths re- 

any 



ceiv’d a Repulfe there they could not pafs 
other Bridge in twenty Days, and to form a Bridge 
of Boats would require a longer time. Befides thofe 
two Forts he defign’d to lodge fome Troops near 
the Tiber$ who were to difpute the Paflage with the 
Enemy, and make fome Trial of their Courage: 
But they who had the Guard of the Bridge were 
feiz’d with fuch a Pannick Fear, that without any 
Opposition they quitted their Pofts, and left the 
Paflage clear to Vitiges , who had pafs’d over a great 
Part of his Army before Belifarius had the leal! 
Apprehenfion of it; for he march’d out the next 
Morning with a thoufand Horfe to view the 
Ground near the Bridge, where he might mo ft com- 
tnodioufly plant his Soldiers, and wasfurpriz’d when 
heheheldVitiges hisTroops march ing up againft him. 

Belifarius had, in all former Engagements, be¬ 
hav’d himfelf with that Caution and Conduct that 
became a General, and now imagining that thofe 

who 



9 




1 

who were plac’d in the Forts for the Defence of I 
the Bridge had been deftroy’d, he was tranfported 
beyond his ufual Difcretion, and ventur’d farther 
than the Nature of hh Place and theprefent pofture 
a firange of Affairs requir’d, fighting in great Danger at the 

Encounter Head of his Men ”, who, following the Example of 

”^ rRome * their General, bore down with great Fury upon 

the Enemy. Belfarius his Perfon was difcover’d 
by fome Fugitives to the Goths , who therefore di- 
refted their whole Force againfthirn, andafiaulted 
him with their Swords and Lances * which made 
his own Men more follicitous to preferve and de¬ 
fend him than annoy the Enemy: So that the 
whole Controverfie for fome time was only about 
his Perfon. In conciufion the Goths were defeated, 
and forc’d back to their Camp, where being flip- 
ported by their Foot, who were frefh and unbro¬ 
ken, they turn’d Head againft the Romans , who 
purfu’d the Chace with more Vigour than Or¬ 
der. By this time Vitiges had order’d another 
Party of Horfe to affift and relieve thofe who had 
been engag’d from the beginning, by whom the 
Romans were not only repuls’d, but clofely follow’d , 
to the very Gates of the City j where when they 
were come, the Guard, who had been inform’d 
by fome Fugitives that Belt far fas was {lain in the 
Conflict, refus’d to admit ’em, left the Goths , ta¬ 
king the Advantage of fo fudden a Conftifion, fhould 
enter with ’em, and without a Siege become Ma¬ 
ilers of the City. Tho’ the General himfelf call’d 
earneftly out to ’em, and commanded ’em to open 
the Gates,yet Night approaching, and his Face being 
fo disfigur’d with Blood and Duft that they could 
not difeern him, they refus’d to obey. This re¬ 
duc’d him to a greater Extremity than he was in 
before, for he was driven up into a narrower Com- 
pafs, and they charg’d upon him as furioufly as 
ever. In this Exigency he had Recourfe to a bold , 
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and dangerous Refolution ; he perfuaded and en- 


g J d his Men to turn Head, and charg 


the 


Goths with frefn Vigour, whilft they were difor 
der’d in the Furfuit •, which Orders they fo effe 




that the Barbarians, who little 


dually executed 

peded io furious an Onfet from 

JL o 4 r* n •'T"' _ _ _ 


my, imagin’d frefn Troops were felly 


a 




em 


from the City, and 


with 



quer’d Ene- 
ng out upon 
Expedition 


back towards their Camp *, fo that Belifarius t who 
would not fuffer his Soldiers to purfue ’em far, 
had time to get into the City, where he was known 

receiv’d with great joy, and where he had lei 



and receiv 
Eire to refl 
Horfe and Arm 

of whom 


upon his 


(ireat Deliverance 

O 


almoft c 


w w 



His 

with Ar¬ 


rows 


5 


touc 



h 


Elefh 


which 


was efteem’d little lefs than a Miracle by thofe who 
had been Witntfles of the Danger to which 
had been that Day expos’d 



Vi tig 


j 


having wafted the Fields lying about Romr 


Rome, came, a’©ay or tw 


after 


9 


and fate down Be fi e z d b 


before it; he divided his numerous Army into 
fix Camps, who lying extended on both Sides 
the Milvian Bridge had thereby free Accefs, and 
cotild direft' their Attacks towards what Fart they 


Vitiges 


pleas’d 


Nor was Beltf 


lefs 


igilant with 


9 


the ufelefs Multi 


than the Enemy was without 
tude he fent out of the City, fome into Cam fa - 
nia , others into Sicily^ and elfewhere; the Walls 
of the City being of great Extent, and the Soldi¬ 
ers too few to defend every Part againft fuch Nt 
bers of Affailants, he lifted the poor Artificers, 
who had no means of Subfiftance left ’em, and in¬ 
corporating them with his Troops allow’d’em con- 
ftant Pay, by which means he provided for the 


Neceffities of the Indigent, recruited his Army, 


and reliev’d the Sick and Wounded who were un 

w 

fit for Duty. The Enemy having cut the A- 

quaedu£b, being fourteen in Number, he found 

out 
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out other Means to convey Water into the Town 
gnd left any of the Inhabitants, who were averfeto 
the Siege, fhould have a Defigti 


at 

* ,-y* 

r. 


'1 * 


• 

> * 

• * 


1 J <• 

* 

f 

A 

♦ 

‘ '/ 
♦ 

l ^ 7 

T 

w ♦ -“l 

. u 


1 v 


Night upon 

the Gates, he broke the Keys twice a Month 
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chang’d the Sentinels every Night, together with 

the Officers that walk’d the Rounds; caus’d Mu- 

- ' 

and 


ficians to play all Night upon the Ramparts 
employ’d Moors conffcmtly to lye with Dogs about 
the Ditch, todifcover fuch as approach’d the Walls*, 
in all which he made it appear that he was firmly 
refolv’d to hold out to the laft Extremity: Upon 
which the Citizens, unacquainted with Want and 
Bardfliip, affemhied together in a tumultuous man¬ 
ner, railing at Belifarius , as one who , without any 


Regard to the pubiick Calamities, objlinately prefum'd 


to 



a 


Place , 



Nature indefenfible y only for 


f 


the fake of his own Reputation . Thefe Murmurs 


Vitiges endeavour’d, by Meflengers from the Camp* 
to exafperate, and drive’em, if poffible, into a per¬ 
fect Mutiny. The Meflengers, in Prefence of the 


Senate and Chief Officers of the Army, arrogantly 
upbraided the General with Temerity and Preemp¬ 
tion^ and, extolling much the Power and Bounty 
of their King, offer’d a fafe Retreat for him and his 
Army, and allur'd the City of their Mailer’s Fa™ 
vour and Protection. Tho’ the Citizens were ve- 


* * 


ry ready to lay hold of this A6t of Grace 


9 


Awe and Authority of Bel if 


yet the 


effeftually re 


ftrain’d ’em, fo that the Meflengers were difmifs’d 
with no other Anfwer, but that the General was not to 
be won or frighted with Words: Whereupon Vitiges 

prepar’d for the Aflauk, and the Siege was carry’d 
on with great Obflidacy on both Sides, in the Ma¬ 
nagement of which Vitiges behav’d himfelf like a 
corn pleat Soldier, both in Contrivance of his En¬ 
gines, and Difpofition of the Attacks *, fo that the 
Defendants flood in great need of a General fo wa- 

, who never fuffer’d 

the 


ry and experienc’d as Belif 
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the Enemy to reft, but fally’d forth upon fttch Ad¬ 
vantages, and receiv’d ’em whenever they affaulted 
him with fo much Conduft, that in feven Months 
time Vitiges is faid to have loft above forty thou-* 

» that 


fand of his Goths , at which he was fo enrag’d 
out of Indignation to be thus unexpectedly oppos’d 
he flew all the Senators, whom at the Beginning of 
the War he had carry’d with him to Ravenna , The 

the other fide, grew elevated and pro 


Romans , 

fumptuous, and having lately received a Supply 
from the Emperor of fifteen hundred Horfe, they 
fcorn’d to a & any longer by Sallies and Surprife, 
and declar’d for a more open and generous Manage¬ 
ment of the War, which they were for determining 
at once by a general Battel, 

ho well knew if ever it came to that 

, op 


Belifarius , 

what great Odds he flhould have againft him 
pos’d it with all the Arguments his Reafon and 


Exp 


w 
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together with the prefent Circumftan 


ra 


► 

r 

k' 
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of Things, could fuggeft j but being weary’d 
with the Importunities both of the Citizens and 
Soldiers, he at length refolv’d upon a Battel* 
which lie was defirous to bring on by flight 
Skirmifhes and outwardly cafual Excurfions, 
ther than an Engagement form’d and premedi 
tated on both Sides * but when he found his At 
tempts that way ineffectual, he then determin’d 
to fight 

inform’d 
dreaded 


penly ^ of which when the Goths were 

extreamly pleas’d, for they 


wer 



which had coft ’em fo 
many Men, and concluded he could have no Op¬ 
portunity to circumvent ’em in a pitch’d Battel. 


Be life 


9 


having with great Care and Prudenc 
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prepar'd for the Engagement, and encourag’d his 
Men to render that Courfe fortunate by their 
lour which he had been forc’d upon by their For- 
wardnefs, led his Army out at two of the City 
Gates, and fell in two Parties fo warmly upon the 

Goths , 



no 
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The Ro 
maos, ob 

flmate to 

fight , are 
defeated. 


< 







i 

f * . 


\ 




t 


* 


r 

\ 

t 


1 « 



I 









< 


* 


p 


p 

♦ 







\ 



r 




* 




many Waggons with them, as well to fortifie them- 
felves upon Occafion, as for the Convenience of 
carrying Corn and other Provifions. BeUfarius ha¬ 
ving received Intelligence of their Motions, was 
afraid left the Goths , who detach’d frequent Parties 
from their numerous Army, fhould meet and cut 
’em off, and therefore had Recourfe to his ufual 
Stratagems, in which he feldom fail’d. Finding, 
at the Beginning of the War, that the Fhminian 
Gate was unferviceable for Sallies, and fearing the 
Enemy fliould take the Advantage of that weak 
Place and force the City, he took care to have it 
ramm’d up with Stones, which* were now order’d 
to be remov’d with great Secrecy, and having cau¬ 
tion i!y plac’d the greateft Part of his Army near 
the Gate, he order’d a Body of Forces to iflue out 
at another, who, after a flight Skirmifli, were to 
counterfeit a Flight, and draw the Goths down to 
that Gate, from whence he unexpectedly fell upon 
’em with great Execution, and gave the Supplies 
an Opportunity of entring without any LofsorOp- 
pofition. The Goths were fo thoroughly broken 
by thefe Difafters, that they had loft all their Cou¬ 
rage and Refolution 5 the Hopes they had conceiv’d 
at the beginning, of Mattering the City, were 
turn’d into fo many Reflexions upon their own 
Misfortunes. Tho’ they had for many Months 
prefs’d the Town with a ftrong and powerful Ar¬ 
my, yet they lay under greater Hardships than the 
Befieged themfelves*, they were in more want of 
Provifion, and no lefs affiiXed with the Plague, fo 
that the Famine and Peftilence had exceedingly re¬ 
duc’d ’em: At another time, and upon other Gc- 
caiions, Numbers might prevail, but they had now 
to deal with a General, who in Valour, Sagacity 
and Contrivance out-weigh’d Multitudes. Thefe 
Confiderations made ’em all weary of the Service, 
but more efpecially when they were inform d of 

the 
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the Forces arriv’d from Constantinople 
and Power of which, as it is 


ufual 


were 


prefented to ’em greater 



were, then they thought of nothirig but rette&ting 


upon the beft Ternis they could obtain'. Accord 
ingly they deputed three Commiffioners into the 
City, \Vho were to infift upon the Injuftice of this 


Invafion on the Empe 


part 




Since by Vert he of 


Zeno’s Jffignment to Theodorich, they had a law 
fid Hereditary Claim to the Kingdom of Italy; They 
b'oafied that the Laws and Liberties of the Common - 
wealth were as tenderly regarded , and prefirv'd un¬ 
der them , as they had heretofore been under the Evi- 


perors 

ceffors 


that neither Theodorich 




any of k 


Sue 


\ 




had ordain'd any new Laws y either written 
or unwritten \ that they had not deny'd the Italians d 
Liberty of Confcience in Religious Matters 9 nor in¬ 
fring'd the Immunities of the Roman ? Churches * 7 in a 
Word , that all Preferments had been enjoy'd by Ro¬ 
mans, no Goth having been preferred to any Place of 
Reputation , particularly , they bad fuffer'd the Cort 


fuljhip to be conferred yearly on Romans, by the Em 


peror 



Defignation. Belif 


inftead of 


acknowledging that Zeno had coriferr’d the Sove¬ 
reignty of Italy upon Theodorich, accus’d that Prince 
of Ingratitude and Injuftice, who, like an Vfurper f 
arrogantly feiz'd on that Country himfelf out / 

which he had been Commiffoned by Zeno to renm 



Ufurper ; and bid the Commiffioners neter to think 


he would upon any Terms be perfuaded to part with 
the Emperor's Provinces . They then offer’d to quit 
Sicily to the Empire, which they Paid he knew would 
ferve as a Check upon Africk; in Anfwer to which 
he told ’em, The Emperor had quitted Britain to 
them , an Iflahd of far greater Extent than Sicily. 
And to other Offers and Demands, tending much 
to the fame ptirpofe, he return’d fuch Anfwei 


might allure ’em. They were 


peel nothing ft 



him 
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pings of Torches, that it was a thing not to be 
defpis’d j whereupon Belifarius plac’d a ftrong Guard 
upon the Aquaedu<5t, which when the Goths ob- 
ferv’d, they defifted from any farther Attempts of 
that Nature, and prepar’d for a general A {fault, in 
which they were difcover’d through the Vigilancy 
of the Officer, who commanded the Watch, and 
repuls’d with Difgrace. This Difappointment made 
Vitiges apply himfelf to another Stratagem *, he cor¬ 


rupted two Romans to intoxicate with a fleepy Fo 
don, infus’d into feme Wine, the Sentinels that 
kept Guard upon the Wall towards the Tiber 
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which part of the City was the leaft fecur’d, be- 
caufe the Inhabitants milled to the natural Fortifi¬ 
cations of the I^iver. So foon as the Infufion be- 
gan to work,which was defign’d to be about Mid¬ 
night, they were to give a Signal to the Goths on 
the oppofite Shore, who were to pais over and 
fealethe Walls ° 7 and Vitiges had prepar’d the whole 
Army for a pretended Storm, the better to favour 
their Undertaking. But this Defign being difeo 

ver*d by one of the Confpirators, the other, who 
had the Drug about him, was firfl tortur’d, after 
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which they cut off his Nofe and Ears, and then 
fent him upon an Afs into the Camp of the Goths , 
who acknowledg’d the Hand of God was againfl: 
’em in this Difcovery of all their Defigns form'd 
againfl: the Gity, and were for that reafon inclina¬ 
ble to raife the Siege, which they found themfelves 
oblig’d to do not long after for the Prefervation of 
Ravenna; for thofe Troops Belifarius had fome 
time before detach’d from Rowe, under the Com¬ 
mand of John, the Marfhai of his Army, had 


wafted all Picenum^ kill’d Ulttheus , Uncle to Viti~ 
ges , and feia’d on Rimini, the Lofs of which, being 
but a Day’s Journey from Ravenna , threaten’d that 
Place with the like Fortune, unlefs fome Care was 


taken for the Securiry of it^ whereupon the Goths 


9 



z 


lurried 


lit 
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The Goths IV- And fo with Shame, Difhonour, and Dimi- 
rai/e the notion of his Power, Vitiges return’d towards Ra* 
siege. venna , putting ftrong Garrifons into all the Places 

in his Pallage, and directing his March to Rimi~ 
nij which being a Town of fuch great Confequence, 
he was refolv’d to force out of the Enemy’s Hands, 
and fo prepar’d to befiege it. Belif a r i u s ^vrho was not 
ignorant of his Defign, took care to have fuch Sup-1 
plies put into the City, as could well be fpar’d, | 
and his Orders were executed with fo much Ex- 
pedition, that Ildeger and Martinus , two Roman 
Officers, threw themfelves into the Town with a 
competent Body of Foot, which they had drawn 
out of Ancona , a City {landing upon the Ionian 
Gulph, two Days Journey from RiminiJohn* 
a brave experienc’d Commander, and one who had 
been of great Service to the Emperor in his Wars, 
was already in the Town, where he commanded in 
Chief, tho* he had receiv’d Orders from Belifarius 
to rife with the Horfe from thence, for he con¬ 


cluded he might do more Service at the Head of 
the Cavalry abroad, than in the Town $ however 
John would not forfake the Place, but refolv’d to 
defend it in Ferfon, at which Belifarius was highly 
difpleas’dj and this, among other Matters, gave a 

begin- 





Chap. II. 


lvi. 


Juftinian. 


1 *7 


mini 


beginning to the Jealqufies that fhortly after broke 

out between him and Narfes. 

Vttiges at firft thought to carry the Town by^ it:i g es ? 
main Force, and accordingly, as foon as he fate^P Rl 
down before it, began to batter it with his Rams, 
and other warlike Engines, in the Invention of 
which he was very fortunate; but John managed 

the Defence with fo much Induftry and Experi 
ence, that he found it aim oft impoffible to take it 
by Storm, and therefore refolv’d to ftarve out the 
Enemy,who he knew were in greatwant ofall thanner 
of Provifion,andin no probability of being reliev’d; 
and fo the Siege was protra&ed longer than either he 


intended, or the Romans expeffced 
In the mean time Belt 

i 

ther Quarter of Italy 



was 


bulled 


\ 


he detach’d a thoufand 


Men from his Forces, who, under the Command 


of Mundilas , had Orders to March towards Mi 
lan r which City he hop’d they would reduce, at 
leaft he intended by it to transfer the War into the 
Enemy’s Country. Mundilas took Milan without 

any Oppofition, and in a fhort time made himfeif 

Matter of all Liguria , being now the Territories 
of the State of Genoa* to the no fmall Mortificati^ 

at the 
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on of Fttigesy who fent Uraiah^ his Nepfce 

Head of a powerful Army, to recover it out of 
the Hands of the Romans , Ur at ah , with the AP anci Uraiah 

ftftance of ten thoufand Burgundians , fent him 
by Theodebert , King of the Franks , fo ftraitly Be 
fieg’d Milan , that the Romans , in a Ihort time 

toee 


* 


Milan 


were reduc’d to the laft Extremity, which. 

ther with the Mifunderftanding between Belift 

and Narfes % occalion’d the Lofs of the City, as 
Ihall fee hereafter. 

For the Summer following, whilft Vitiges con* 
tinu d Hill before Rimini , and his Nephew, Uraiah 
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we 
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before Milan 


-- ~ the Empcrui 1C1U auu oupptica ovaries je 

of Men and Mony into Italy, , under the Con - tiiia Italy 
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fore the Rams were apply’d, orany Attack prepar’d 


they 


withdrew by Night 


» 


and return’d with part 
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of the Army to Rimini, notwithftanding all Mo 
tives, Entreaties and Perfuafions the General could 
ufe to the contrary $ for John having been former* 

baffled before the Place, they pretended the 
Town was impregnable, and that Beltfarius at once 
Ihow’d his Obftinacy and Temerity, in his Attempt 
upon it. The Departure of fo many Men great 




difcourag’d thole that 


d behind 


) 


and 


ftrengthen’d the Refolution of the Defendants 


Notwithftanding which Belifi 


proceeded with 


great Conftancy of Mind, and prepar’d for 


fault 


but 


Af- 

the Affailants were ready to approach 


the Befieg’d hung out a Flag, and upon a Promife 
of Indemnity furrender’d. The Romans were much 
dated at this unexpefted Submiffion, for at firft 
they thought it entirely owing to the Terror of 
their Arms, tho’ it appear’d afterwards to proceed 
from another Caufe more prevalent ^ for the only 
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Fountain the Gfl/Ar had in the City dry’d up of it 
felf, by which unforefeen Accident they were forc’d 
to drink thick, unwholfome Water, which bred a 

Sicknels among ’em 


Narfes , who lay idle in Rimini , was amaz’d at 
this fudden Succefs, and being fenfible that what he 
had done had fubje£ted him to the publick Cen* 
fure, endeavour’d by A£iion to redeem his Reputa¬ 


tion, and therefore fent John 


gain ft Cefii 


9 


a 


before 


City built upon the Banks of the Rubicon j 
which being repuls’d* he furpris’d the ancient City 
of Forum Cornelii . in the fame Diftri£L and call’d 


at prefent Imola and fliortly after recover’d all M 
milia, for the Roman Arms were grown fo terrible 
to the Goths, through the continu'd Succefs of this 
War, that they had not the Courage to ftand an 


^Pgagement with them 


Itl 
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All 
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Ail this while Milan was elofely prefs’d 

taiah and the Burgundians j Mundilas commanded 
the Garrifon in the Town, and took care to fend 




for timely Affiftance to Belifarius , who immediate 
|y difmifs’d Martinas and Uliaris with a ftrong Bo 

of Forces to relieve the City, Thefe Generals 
advancing as far as the Fo , a Day’s Journey from 



3 


Milan , encamp’d upon the Banks of that River 


3 


and tho’ earneftly follicited by the Befieg’d to ha 


lien their Affiftanc 




3 


they 


d themfelves 





Letters to the General* pretending the Goths were 
too powerful 

afraid 



were 


em in Liguria, and therefore they 
proceed farther ’till they were join'd 
more Forces. Hereupon John receiv’d Orders 
from Belifarius to join Martinus with all Expedition 
which John peremptorily refus’d to do unlefs here 

whom Bell 



s 


ceived the like Orders from Narfes , to 
farius writ upon that Subject, befeeching him not to 


ife the Emperor s Affairs to fuffer through their 




feafonable Emulation. Tho’ Narfes was convinc’d of 
the Reafonablenefs of this Remonftrance, 


and 



Letters commanded John to obey the General’s Or 
ders, yet thefe Negotiations took up fo long time 9 
Milan Juv-that Mundilas was forc’d by his Soldiers to fubmit 

to the Conditions offer’d by the Goths , who pro~ 


jrenderd 
the Goths 




rais’d to indemnifie the Romans 9 but vow’d to de 


ffroy all the Lig 


the City was 


dingly 


furrender’d, and Mundilas and the Garrifon made 

^ V 

Prifoncrs of War* in breach of the Articles agreed 


Their Bar- upon: The City was^demolifh’d, and the Inhabi 
Parity. tants, to,the Number of three hundred thoufand 

were murder’d; the Senators, Priefts, and other 


3 


Ecclefiafticks, that had taken San<£hjary in the 
Churches, were butcher’d before the Altars ; 


the 

Women ravifh’d, and made Slaves to the Burgundi - 

w, a Praefeft, was cut in pieces, and caft 
I I)actus , the renown’d Bifhop of the 


ans 


; Rap 
to the D 


Place 



s 


} 


efcap’d with the melancholy News to Con 

Jlantinopl 


3 
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fit Hill; and detaanded only, in a merry Embafly, 
his Share in the Fandal Spoils, fince by the Peace 


he had contributed fo largely to the Gonqueft 




him 
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who thought it unadvifable to difoblige 

d a friendly Anfwer, and a confidera- 
ble Prefent in.Mony. For the Peace was at that 
time feafonable to the Emperor’s Affairs, not only 

in refpe£t of the African War-p but becaufe John , 

a Soldier in the Garrifon of Daras , had juft then 
revolted, and fet up for himfelf. This Ufurpation 
had undoubtedly been of very ill Gonfequence to 
the Empire, had Chofroes made ufe of the Oppor¬ 
tunity, and fupported the Ufurper* but Judin 


that 


was 


Minifters fo well temporis’d with that Pimcc, 
he refus’d to aflift the Rebels, fo that John 
fily fupprefs’d, and flain a few Days after his Ufur¬ 
pation. But tho’ Chofroes could fo eafily digeft 

the Gonqueft of Africk , yet he confider’d the Re<- 
duftion of Italy with Thoughts fuller of Appre- 
henfion, and conceiv’d it a Member too confiderar 
ble to be re-united to the Empire-, which would, 
by fuch an Acceffion, be reftor’d to her former 


Vigou 


and 


her native Sovereignty 


For 


thefe Reafons he watch’d all Opportunities for a 
Quarrel, and when Fitiges his AmbafTadors arriv’d, 
and in a fet Speech perluaded him, That if he fate 




and beheld them deflrofd , he would 


neuter 

dably be undone himfelf % without confidering how 
much Intereft they had in the Counfels they gave 
him, he refolv’d upon a Rupture, to the great Sa- 
tisfaftion of Vitiges\ who however receiv’d little or 
no Advantage from it, tho’ it put a flop to the 
Progrefs of Juftiniatf s Arms in Italy , out of which 
he was forc’d to call Belifarius , tho’ not ’till he had 
fully fettled his Authority in thofe Parts. 

For purfuing the courfe of his Fortunes he fate Auximum 
down with eleven thoufand Men before Auxi- Befiegd by 

the Metropolis of Picenia , ftanding within Bellfanus ‘ 

ten 


; 3 


► ~ 


3 
* * * 


t 
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ten Miles of the Adriatick^ and fomething more 
than three Days Journey from Ravenna , ftrongly 
fituated, and provided with a very good Garrifon ; 

the 

to 

Straights* 


the fame time he fent another Party 


A. D 


Command of Cyprian^ one of his Lieutenants 
befiege Fefula , a Place in the Apennine 
and which, together with Auximum , open’d aPaf- 
fage to Ravenna , whither Belifarius refolv’d to fol¬ 
low Fitiges. 

W hillt Belifarius was bufy’d in the Siege of Aux - 
imum , and Vitiges by frequent Meffengers from the 

con- 


ks follicited to relieve it, the Franks , 

invade ita• eluding both Nations fufficiently weaken’d by their 

mutual Hoftilities, invaded Italy with an Army of 



one hundred thoufand Men, under the Conduft 
of Theodebert * who, in Violation of his late Oaths 
made, as well to the Goths as the Emperor, refolv’d 
to attack both, and fo put an end to the Contro- 
verfie, by feizing on that for which both Parties 
with fo much Earneftnefs contended* The Goths 
were highly pleas’d when they beheld the Tranks 


'S 


marching over the Alps into ,Lig 




certainly 


eluding that they were moving to their Affiftance* 
and this Opinion was confirm’d by the Franks, who 
abftain’d from any hoftile A6t, whilft they conti¬ 
nu’d in that Country, moving dire£fcly towards the 


Fo 




their Paffage over which would be much faci 


litated, if they adminifter’d no Grounds of Jealou- 
fie to the Inhabitants: And herein they fuceeeded 
fo well, that they receiv’d frequent Afliftance in 
their March from the Goths ^ who permitted’em 
to pafs the River near Pavia without any Oppofi- 
tion. But having by this means fecur’d the Bridge 
and Paffage, they fetz’d upon the Gothick Women 


and Children, as the firft Fruits of the War* at 
which the Goths were fo terrify’d that they *fled 
with great Confternation into the Town, wfailft the 
Franks pafs’d on to the Gamp, where, through the 

fame 
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i if 



they were kindly 


d 


y 


till by 


their barbarous Behaviour they declar’d themfelves 
their Enemies, whereupon they fled by the Roman 


Camp into Ravenna 


camp’d 


gin ft 


The Romans , who were en 

obferving the Rout 



$ 



thought they had been defeated by Belifarius, 
whom they refolv’d to join in the Chace % but be 


and 


t 


3 


mg as cruelly treated as t tie oows nati oeen, 
unable to recover their Camp, they fled intoTufia - 
ny, and fent their General an Account of their Mifc 
fortune. Thus both Gamps fell into the Hands of and feize 
the Franks, in which they found ProVifions fuflS- 
cient for their prefent Supply, and they had done 




wifely if they had xetreated with their Booty 9 but Cvmp 
piercing on into a defolate exhaufted Country, de- 
ftitute both of Corn and'Wine, they were forc’d 
to feed upon Beef, their only Nourifliment, and 
drink unwholfome. Water, ana that being unable to 
digeft their Food threw ’em into a Dyfentery, of 
which above a third of their Army is faid to have 


perifh’d, and the reft were become unable to pro 
ceed farther. Belifatius reproach’d Theodebert, in 
his Letters, for Breach of Faith to-the Emperor, 
Since he had been fo far from ajffiing him , in pur 


fuance of his Treaty , that he had 




upon and de 


his Troops ; an ABion unworthy a Chrifl 


d fo great a Prince: Telling him 


5 


y 


were 


conclufion 

weak 



a 


That the Emperor 3 s Affc 

Condition , but that he Jhould be able to revenge fo 
egregious an Affront at a time convenient . Whether 
this Prince was terrify’d at the Letter, and fo 
pented of what he had done 


» 


y 


touch’d with the 

Reproaches of his Subjects, who murmur’d for that 

he had brought’em to diejike Dogs, in a barren 
impoverifli’d Country, or call’d home by fomedo- 
meftick Commotions, he rofe lip ana return’d 


leaving behind him terrible Inftances of his Cruel 


9 


ty throughout Lig 


1 


feveral other adjacent Places 


for he deftroy & Genoa and 


In 


< 



* 


x z8 


Auximum 

furremlefiL 


% 

A. D. 

f4°. 



9 

In the mean time the two Garrifbns of Auximum 
and Fejula held out with great Refolution, tho* they 
llruggled with many Difficulties, and had no other 
Support but Fitiges his Promife of an immediate 
Relief. Fejuh was clofeiy block’d up by Cyprian ,, 
that no Frovifions could poffibly be carry’d into 
the Town, fo that the Befieged, after a long Ex¬ 
pectation of being fuccour’d, were forc’d to fur* 
render 5 and Cyprian 9 leaving a Party fufficient in 
the Town* brought the Inhabitants before Auxu 
mum , whsteBelifarius fhow’d ’em to the Befieged, 
and gave ’em thereby an Opportunity of confider- 
ing what they were to expeCfc, and how uncapable 
the King was to relieve them. Their Bodies 
were before weaken’d with Famine, and the Fate 
of FefuU had now fo much operated upon their 
Minds, that they were contented to deliver up the 
Town, on condition they might enjoy their Lives 

and Subftance- This the General was inclinable 

* 

to grant, but the Soldiers oppos’d it, declaring the 
Wealth of the City was defervedly their s^ in Confede¬ 
ration of their Wounds and Labours . At, length it 
was agreed on both Sides that the Soldiers fhould 
have half, and that the other half fhould be con¬ 
tinu’d to the Befieg’d, who were to take the Oath 
of Allegiance to the Emperor % accordingly Be Ufa- 
rius was received with the Romans into the City, 
from whence he march’d with the whole Army to¬ 
wards Ravenna , and proceeded with fo much For¬ 
ward nefs and Succefs in the Siege, that the Kings 
of France , particularly Theodebert^ knowing in what 
extremity Vitiges was, and difdaining to fiiffer the 
Romans to recover their Dominions in Italy 9 by 
their Ambafladors offer’d him a powerful Affiftance, 

confiding of no left than five hundred thoufand 

Men, on Condition they might have a fhare in the 
Country with him, Belifarius 9 being inform’d of 

this N egotiation, fent and reprefented to Vitiges on 
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one fide the Valour of the Romans , which was not 
to he over-power*d by Numbers * 5 on the other he re¬ 
minded him of the Perfidy of the Franks , who 
had given him a bloody Infiance of it in their 


Year’s Expedition *, and thqt confequently it was fafer 
for him to embrace the Friendship of the Romans, 
who were ready to admit him upon Terms very jnfi 
and honourable ... Vitiges , upon a ferious Deliberati¬ 
on in Council, difmifs’d the Ambafladors with a 
Refufal,and grew inclinable to an Accommodation 
with the Emperor, who being inform’d how Af¬ 
fairs flood in Italy , fent two Senators, who offer’d 
Vitigesy on Juflinian *s part, half the Revenue, and 
the Dominion of the Country on this fide the Po - 7 
and the Propofals were fo acceptable to Vitigesy that 
he readily embrac’d'em; but when the matter was 


fully concerted on both fides 


? 


Eelif 


arms refus’d at 


firft to fign the Treaty, and ftil] prefs’d the Goths 
fo clofely* that they found it impoflible to hold 
out any longer j notwithftanding which, and tho’ 


they were grown weary of Vitiges , yet they were 
unwilling fo fubmit to the Emperor, for fear they 
fhould be tranfported to Confi ant inop le, and forc’d 


to fettle in Thrace; whereupon the Gothick Nobili 

ty agreed among themfelves to declare Belifarius The Goths 
Emperor of the Weft, and accordingly fent their purpofeto 
Agents privately to him, who had Commiffion to ^f are 
aflitre him they were ready, and willing to fweai 




If Allegiance to him. Tho’ Belifarius , in regard otmft. 


, lifarius Em¬ 
peror of ths 


•> 

during the Life 


his Oath formerly made to Juflinian , was refolv'd 
never to attempt any Innovation 

of that Emperor, yet he outwardly fecm’d to ac 
cept of the Offer, the better to facilitate his De 


J. kUV V-/ 11 VI . VA.IU UWWVVA wv IWWAiAUiWV AUlF 

fign upon the City, and confirm his Matter’s Au 


thority ? accordingly he negotiated 



fuccefsfully 


A. Do 

f 4 °. 

Belifariu 


with them, that at their own Requeft he was re 
ceiv’d into Ravenna , which he enter’d in a 

umphant manner at the Head of his Army, which ^Raveww 


K 


C> 


appear’d 







they took care to render him fefpedled to bis Ma» 
fter, whom they were angry any one was better a- 
ble or willing to ferve than themfelves,tho’ he ne¬ 
ver appear’d, in the leaft Refpedt, fond of any In¬ 
novation, but, on the contrary, continu’d deaf to 

the repeated Remonftrances of the Goths % who 

earneftly 



p 

% 


Chap 


II. 


IVI. 


Tuftiman*’ 


It! 


carneftly follicited him to accept of the Crown. 

However, he was received at Confiantinople ’with a 
Rdpeft due to his extraordinary Merit, the People 
beholding him with Efteem and Admiration, as one 
that had highly deferv’d of his Country, which 
he had enrich’d with the Treafure of two Potent 


Princes 


Genferich and Theodor kb. 


and honour’d 


J. i UIvUD^ huu * wuu llWAiUUl. U 

with the Prefence of two Royal Captives, Gelimer 


and Fttiges. 


The 


Emperor 


receiv’d him with, uc 


the leaft Tokens of a Diftruft, and with great De- 

monftrations of his Royal Favour \ he treated Viti- 
gei with a Refpeft anfwerable to his Birth and 
Dignity, conferr’d on him the Honour of a Patri¬ 
cian, and fent him to Command his Troops Quar¬ 
ter’d upon the Frontiers of Perfia. 


t 

V. This Year, as it was famous for Belifarius A. D. 


his Triumphant Return to Confiant*inople 9 fo was 
it no lefs remarkable, for that -it was the laft in 

which any Perfon exercis’d the Office of Conful, 
which Dignity, after it had been fuccefifully exe- 
cuted for the fpace of one thoufand and forty 
feven Years, determin’d this Year in Ba/ilius, the 


J4* 




feven Years, determin’d this Year in Bafilks, the 

laft that ever bore that Honour} it being abolifh’d Cenfi* 

by the Advice of Trehonian, for no other Reafon, mm ^ 


but becaufe he never had 


advanc’d to it. It’s true, that after the Sovereign 
Power redded in the Perfons of the Emperors, the 
Confulate was in reality no other than an honorary 
Title,and faint Refemblance of the ancient Power of 
the Roman Confute, who heretofore made the Earth 
to tremble j from henceforward the Years were com¬ 
puted,at firft, by the firft, fecond, after the Con- 

fulate ofB/^/mj,but*fhortly after they began to reckon 

by the Years of the Emperor’s Reign,who ufually de¬ 
clar’d himfelf Conful the firft Day of his Empire, and 
jit ft ini an enter’d upon the fifteenth of his, the firft of 

this prefent Year. 

Kz .In 


It’s true 


Intereft enough 


to be 



13 % 
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In the mean time the War waxed very hot in 
the Eaft, where the Verfians had gain’d very con 


fiderable Advantage;) ayamu Lite L\jjwuns r u»ciu± 

It* 1 ^ 

Belifarius could arrive out ot Italy to take the Com 


& ainft the 


Romans 


before 


An ama- mand of the Army upon him 



was preceded 


zmg 

met. 


by an amazing Comet, appearing about that time 


III Cap, ILUMf dl XXI XL iLV/Uili!gXJ OiWUWt C% 1VJIMU cl IVAigtU 

in extent, afterwards much longer, with its Tail 
pointed towards the Eaft^ and by another Irrupti- 

, tho 5 formerly they had 


at firft feemingly about a Man’s length 


on of the Hums 


who 


very outrageous 


did fo much Mifchief 


as at this time. For having pafs’d the IJle 


9 


they 


■wafted all the Country up as far as Conftantinopl 


5 


took thirty 
Cajfandria , 


two 

call’d 


Caft 


in 


Illy 


9 


deftroy’d 


ently VoticLza , after which 


they return d home loaden with Spoils, and one 
hundred and thirty thoufand Captives, Thefe 
Calamities, and a Prefumption that Jufiiman was 


grown j 


of Belifi 


whom he would no 


longe 


trutt with an abfolute Command in his 


Wars, together with feme Advantages the rebel 
lious Armenians had obtain’d over the Romans. en 


courag’d Choft 


5 


at the Inftigation of Vitiges , to 


proceed to an open Ruptu 

diofroes thirteenth Year of Juflinia 
invades the man Territories with a ve 

Roman 
Territories . 


9 



V* 



ordingiy, in the 
invaded the Ro- 

di- 


powerful Army 

• 1 • 7 a • fl 


9 


/ 


redfcing his Courfe towards Syria and Cilicia , burn¬ 
ing and deftroying all before him, whilft Buzes , 
who commanded in the Eaft, infteadof providing 
for the Defence of the Provinces, ihamefully de 
ferted his Poll, and withdrew no one knew whi 
ther, leaving Chofroes at liberty to make what Con 
ditions he thought fit with Berrh&a , Hierapolis 


9 


and the adi 


Cities 


9 


from , whom he exacted 


moft unreafonable Contributions; after which he 


and takes 


went and belieg’d Antioch, which 


9 


after 


a 


fhort 


Antioch, Refiftance, he matter’d, Tho* the City had often 

felt the Weight of Divine Vengeance in preceding 

Times. 


b 



r 
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Times, yet it never was pour’d out in fo heavy a 




meafure upon em 


before 


*> 


the Terfians 


y 


in 


the 


heat of their-Conqueft, fparing neither Age nor 
Sex°, and thofe, who furviv’d the firft Fury, were 
made Slaves by tfie King’s Command, who gave 
the Town up for a Spoil to his Soldiers. He him- 

felf feiz’d on the immenfe Treafure of the Church, 
and commanded the greateft^Rarities of the City 
to be taken down, and tranfported ihto Perfia, after 
which he fet Fire to the Town, and deftroy’d it. anddefiroys 

Thus periih’d the largeft 
populous, beautiful, and happy City of rhe Eafi: 


the richeft, the mod 


by the Hands of the mod impious Man of that 
Age, who was the Inftrument of God’sVengeance 
upon a luxurious, ungrateful, ftubbofn, and rebels 
lious People. 


Juftinian complaint loudly by hi$ Ambaffadors 
againft thefe Proceedings, charging Chofroes with 
Perfidy and Barbarity, in Anfwerto which Chofroes 
fuggefted many fpecious Pretences, which fhow’d 


him more influenc’d to a Rupture by his own 



any. 


Provocation i 


Ambition, than urg’d to it 
however, after many Recriminations on both fides 
a Truce was agreed upon, and Chofroes , in Con 


■£: 


♦ • 


iideration of a great Sum ofMony, promis’d to re¬ 
turn into his own Country, where new Ambafla- 
dors were to be fent from the Emperor, who were 
to change the Truce into a firm and lafting Peace, 
Accordingly Chofroes march’d back, but, in Defi¬ 
ance of the Treaty, .robb’d all the Cities as He 

rifled 


pafs’d 


5 


wuv* i v/u/c/ v* (til wuv v/utv 

and crofling the River Euphrates 


9 


Mefopotamia in his PafTage. He had a great De¬ 
fire to make himfelf Mailer of Edejj'a , the Metro¬ 
polis of Ofrhoene , for no reafon more than to elude 
a certain Tradition then in Requeft among the 
Chriftians of thole Parts, by which they were con¬ 
fident it never was to be taken by an Enemy, for 
that it was render’d impregnable by a Letter our 

K 3 Savi 
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9 


\ 


* 55 


9 


who wanted little 


into the Protection of Chofroe . 
or no Perfuafions to make him incline to their Pro 
pofals; and thefe Matters were fo fecretly trans¬ 
acted, that Cbofroes was got with a powerful Army 
into the mid ft of the Country, where the King 
did him Homage, and deliver'd the Palace and 
the mo ft important Places of the Kingdom up in¬ 
to his Hands, before the Emperor had any notice 
of it. In the mean time Belifarius , 


K 


fuaded that all Chofroes's Preparations wes 
the Hunns , and no way related to the Ron 


who was per 


againft 

had 


9 


Perfia at the Head of a confiderable Army,Belifariu 


and having fac’d Nifibis , he took the Fort of Sift - e * tm 
branum , and harafs’d Ajfyria j after which, the lia ° 


Per 


Heats encreafing, and Syria bein 



d by the 


Saracens , it was refolved, in a Council of War 


9 


» 



to retreat, whilft Cbofroes^ upon the News 
f Beltfarius his Invafion, at the fame time march’d 
back into his own Dominions. Thus ended this 


Year 


Campaign 


I 


more remakable for 


fudden 


Retreat of both Parties, than any confiderable 

ACtion it produc’d. 

The Spring following Cbofroes again invaded the 
Roman Territories with a great Army, and march 





D 


ing through Comag 
ward upon the Eupl 


9 


a Country bordering Eaft- chofroes 


and from thence 


Euphratefia by the* Romans , he neither itaid to 
plunder the Country, nor take in any of the Towns* 
but march’d direCtly for Ralefline , which he heard 

was a Province very fertile, and well inhabited; 
he therefore already imagin’d himfelf Mailer of 
the Spoils of it,-and of the great Treafures ji&Ji 
rufalem y efpecially when he found the Romans gave 
him no Oppofition in his Paflage, hut thought it 


d fecond 


fufiicient 


to fecure their own Garrifons 



tntan 


3 


upon the firft News of this invafion, immediately 


fent away Belif 


$ 


who rode Poll into Comag 


and at Europus i a Town fituate upon the Eupl 


9 


9 


K 



begun 


/ 




A Plague. 


k 
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it jifited ConflantinopU , where-Apparitions of Spi¬ 
rits appear’d to mny, who were thereupon imme¬ 
diately ftruck with* the Diftemper. At firft when 

em by the 
and fled into the 

Some 


they met them they thought to fri 

Repetition of Divine Names 



ht 


o 


Churches for Sanctuary, but to no purpofe 
beheld fuch imaginary Sights in their Dreams, 
thers fancy’d they heard a Voice telling them they 
were enroll’d in the Number of thofe that were 
appointed to die$ whereupon great Swellings arofe 
that Evening, or the Day following, in their Groin 
generally, the preceding Symptoms of the Difeafe. 
Some were feiz’d with a Deadnefs upon their Spi¬ 
rits, and an Inclination to Sleep, infomuch that 
they grew forgetful of all things, and unlefs Care 
was taken to feed ’em they ftarv’d themfelves to 


Death 


Others 


grew 


diftra&ed, and 


were vex d with Apparit 




who 


9 


their Fits 

as they ima¬ 


gin’d 


9 


were going to kill them. Some immedia¬ 


tely received the Poifon upon their Approach to 
thofe that were infefted, others continu’d found and 
untouch’d, tho* they were continually employ’d in 
attending the lick, and burying the dead. A great 
many received/Benefit by Bathing, and to others 
in the fame Condition it prov ? d immediate Death 
Many, whom the nioft experienc’d Phyficians had 


given 

others 


for loft, miraculoufly 


d 


7 


and 


whom they judg’d to be paft all Danger 
unexpectedly dy’d. Some perifli’d for want of Care 


In 


Word 


5 


It 


whilft others efcap’d without it 
was not in the Power of Art to find out a Means 


to prevent or remove the Difeafe 


fon appear’d 


7 


for 


7 



the Patient fell fick 


any precedent Difpofition 


9 



Rea- 

why 


-- * hv*vuu IU C 

Method for his Recovery 


could they find out no 



great many that 


efcap’d had their Tongues fo much diminilh’d that 
they were unable to pronounce any Articulate 

Sound ever after* This Peftilence rag’d with great 

Fury 


1 17 

Procop 


% 


4 







* 


« 



came very ill affe&ed to Jufliman $ and were by 
degrees fo indifpos'd to their Duty, that they re¬ 
fus’d to embark themfelves in any Enterprize of 
Confequcnce to the Emperor’s Service. At the 
fame time the Officers left behind by Belifarius 
for the Defence of thofe Parts, di (agreeing among 
themfelves, ferv’d to advance Ildebatd\ Affairs, who 
having defeated Fitalis , commanding for the Empe¬ 
ror in Venetia , near Tervijio , very much ftrengthen’d 
his Intereft and Reputation, tho* he liv'd not long 
to enjoy the Fruits of his Victory : For fome Fe¬ 
male Contefts arifing betwixt his Queen and U- 
raiah's Wife he indifcreetly concern'd himfelf in 
the Quarrel, and having accus’d Uratah of an in¬ 
tended Revolt, he very treacheroufly and ungrate¬ 
fully procur’d him to be murder’d, and by that 

means expos’d himfelf to the Difpleafure of the 

whole 





\ 


* 


* 
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could be' tranfa&ed as he defir’d at Conftaminople , 
the Goths , in Compliance with Totilas his Demands, 
treacheroufly murder’d Brarick, after he had reign’d^ kill'd, 
five Months * and Totilas was unanimoufly declar’d Totilas 
King by the whole Nation, who expefted great 
Matters from him, and indeed he proved a great Sup 
port to that Nation during his Reign in Italy. 

The Emperor being inform’d of his Promotion 
and the Diftraftion of his Affairs in Italy 


5 


5 



fharply 

reprehended his Officers commanding there, whofe 
ill Condufl: had notorioufly contributed to it. 
was therefore agreed in a Council of War held at 
Ravenna , firft to befiege Veyona, after the Redu- 
£tion of which City they concluded to march a- 
gainfl Totilas , who was at the Head of a fmall Bo 
dy in Picenum. Accordingly the Army, confin¬ 
ing of about twelve thoufand Men, had Orders 


to march under the Command of eleven Officers 


who by their felfifh, unfeafonable 


Difputes 


* 


ren- The Empe- 


VV AAV* uy UiCU UUlLU&UilClL/JlV 

der’d the Defign ineffe&ual, tho’ it had been wife- ror s 
ly propos’d, and as luckily concerted. Marcianus, 

a Perfon of great Intereft in the Country, and well inmgtktm- 
affedfced to the Emperor’s Service, had procur’d a /elves, ruin 

Citizen of Verona to betray, the Place*, a Watch - his 
man was to open one of the Gates by 


Night to 


fuch as fhould be fent by the Romans to that Pur- 
pofe, whilft the reft of the Army follow’d at their 
leifure. This Service was look’d upon to be of 

great Danger, for a there was a good Garrifon within 
the Town, and if the Watchman prov’d a Traitor 
the whole Party would infallibly be cut off: For 
this Reafon all the Commanders refus’d the Ser¬ 
vice, except Artabanes^zn Armenian , who had the 
Command of thofe Ferfians , who having deferted 
or been taken Prifoners by Belifarius in the Wars 


iii the Eaft, he had fent to the Emperor, and were 
now employ’d by him in Italy . Artabanes there¬ 
fore, at the Head of one hundred Men,' had the 

. Gate 



* 





It 



Ju&ni&i? 


I A 



Council of War ? at which Artabanus advis’d ’em 
to a$ with Caution againfl the Goths, who bv their 


were 


former Misfortunes^ and prefent Advantages 
become defperate and prefumptuous j and propos'd to 
engage ’em when they were half paf ?d the River , ra*» 
ther than wait ’till their whole Body was come up . 
Inftead of following this wholfome Counfel they 
fpent their Debates in contradicting one another, 
as it is ufual among Men who have an Equality of 
Command, and fofate ftill without doing any thing 

at all: 

Men 


whilft Totilas, after he had encourag’d his 



a feafonable Exhortation, order’d three 


Hundred of ’em to pafs the River at fome Diftance 
below, that they might get behind the Enemy, 

gau! 


vv J tiutk tlJlV J *"*■■* & o »^W**#**W» — 

and, when they perceiv’d the Fight begun 
’em in the Rear. Thefe Orders were carefully ex¬ 
ecuted, and prov’d of great Advantage to the Goths 
in the Engagement: Totilas , with the reft of his 


Forces, without any Oppofition, went over at the 
Place where they had lain encamp’d, and fo both 
Armies began to face each other. Whilft they 
were drawing up in Order of Battel, Vdliaris , a 
hardy robuft Goth^ advanc’d beyond the Rank, and 
boldly challeng’d any Roman to a finglq Combat, 


A Jingle 


which was readily accepted by the valiant Art a- Combat , m 
banes* who in the firft Encounter ran his Lance 


are de~ 


i 

It 1 


f. 


into his Right Side, and gave him a mortal Wound, 
fo that the Goth funk backward and refted upon his 
Lance, which hardly kept him from falling. Ar- 
tabanes , who thought the W ound he had given him 
had not been mortal, unfortunately charg’d him a 
fecond time, and wounded him in the Belly, a£ 
the fame time that the Head of Faliaris his Lance 
lighted upon his Neck, and cut an Artery} not- 
with (landing which, Artabanes , who was acknow¬ 
ledg’d Conqueror, gallop’d back to the Army, and 
left his Adverfary dead upon the Place.. At firft 

he felt no Pain, nor apprehended any Danger, but 

the 


j 
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the Flux of Blood prov’d fo great that it was im- 
poffible to be flopp'd* fo that he dy’d three Days 
after> much lamented by all thofe who wifti’d well 
to the Emperor’s Affairs* which receiv’d an exceed¬ 
ing g reat Lofs in his Death. He was remov’d out 
of Danger of the Enemy’s Shot, where all Care 
was taken to attend him $ and in the mean while 
both Armies join’d Battel, and the Rowans were 
entirely defeated $ for the three hundred Goths be¬ 
fore mention’d* in purfuance of their inftru&ions, 
fell in the heat of the Engagement upon the Backs 
of the Romans r who, apprehending their Numbers 
to be greater than they 'were, immediately gave 
Ground* and fled away in great Confufion* the 
Enemy, who follow’d clofe at their Heels, took a 
great many Prifoners in the Purfuit, and all their 
Enfigns, whilfl the Commanders fhifted the belt 
- they could for themfelves, and got, with a few of 
their Followers, into the Towns next adjoining. 

A. D. Tot Has > after this Victory, which prov’d of 
54&. great Advantage to his Affairs, made ufe of his 

good Fortune, and fate down before Florence , from 
whence however he was forc’d to rife, and remove 
to Micale , a Town about a Day’s Journey diftant 
from it, whither the Romans prepar’d to follow 
him, intending with part of the Forces under the 
Command of John , Governor of Florence , fo fee 
fuddenly upon the Enemy, whilfl the reft march’d 
flowly after} but here again fomeuntimely Difputes 
among the Officers fruftrated ail their Defigns} 
for upon a Difagreement among ’em, John was 
forc’d to engage with no more than his own 
Guards, and, after a fharp Difpute, was worfted; 
for as the reft, of the Army was at laft marching 
up to his Affiflance, a falfe Report that he was 
Ro kill’d by one of his own Life-guard threw ’em into 

fuch a Confternation, that they all difpers’d them¬ 
ed felves in great Confufion^ and left Totilas abfolute 

Mafte* 


o 
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The 
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to terrific the Enemy, who would conclude that 




confiderable a Navy muft have an Army pro 

on Board. He had undoubtedly fuc- 

ceeded had he fail’d dire£tly for Naples', but being 
too fearful of his own Strength he rather chofe to 
go firft for Rome, where he Hop’d to raife Soldiers 


to reinforce his Army, hut found, upon 




they 


had lately been fo beaten by the Goths , that they 


refus’d to march againft Totilas, fo that he wasne- 
cefiuated either tp fit ftill there, or undertake the 
Expedition with no more than thpfe he had brought 
With him*, thelaft Expedient he thought themoft 
advifabie, and Tot Has, upon notice of his Defign, 
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Mgiin’d out a Fleet of light Pinnaces to Encount 


him 




ho 


* 


bearing up to him unawares, quickly 

9 Z' T W 4 w - « ■% 


The Ro-terrify’d and defeated him. Every Ship he had 
mans 0xw*- was taken or funk, together with all his Men, ex» 

thrown at ' 

Sea. ^ 


few, that following his Example fav’d them- 
felves in the long Boats, This Difaftcr fadly dif- 
cou rag’d the Befieg’d, and animated the AfTailants 

ffefh Vigour, fo that Conon, who commanded 
the Emperor in Naples, difpatch’d a Meflenger 

Account of his Condition to Maxi minus ^ 
being advanc’d as far as Sicily , lay carelefly 

to Embark 




at Syracuse, like one 


who 




Na 


himfelf in the War*, and tho’ the Romans Ii 

* . > * * * i ' a • 

pies ,by repeated Meflages, demanded his Afliftanc 


r-* 


and he was threaten’d with the Emperor 



heavy 


he refus’d to hazard his own Perfo 



therefore difmifs’d. the 

* % * ^ > 



to Napl 




under 


the Command of other Officers. The Fleet fee 

■ . “ . _ / • . • V 

Sail in the midft of Winter, and by that time they 

_ • X- _ W k - * rr 

drew near the Coaftof Campania , fo violent a Storm 
arofe* as render’d all the Care a,nd. Skill of the Sea« 

4 * * * * ; ‘ ; * i < 

men ineffectual, fo that they were all driven a-fhore 
near the Enemy’s Camp, who, with much eafe,funk 
what Ships, and kill’d as many Men as they pleas’d! 


* * 


Be me 




y 


♦ 




*47 



Demetrius , who after his late Defeat was got 
aboard the Fleet, happen’d to be among them that 
were taken, and was led, with a Rope about his 


Neck, to the Town Wall, where 7o/?7<w compelPd 
him to perfuade the Inhabitants to furrender. 




Navy 


7 


fo that Conon 9 fenfible of the Neceffity he 

fl « * « i ***** 1 • • y - * • - J • 


lay under, and the ill 
h ffai rs, fu rrender’d 




> 


erors 



upon 


H onati ra ble ^ a P^ es f U¥ 


render'd to 
Totilas. 


¥ 

i 


Conditions, which Totilas pundfcually obferv’d, and 

thereby endear’d himfelf very much to the Inha¬ 
bitants. He was fenfible his Nation had 1 been in- Totilas his 

whic h P™dentCon - 

duct. 






t ‘ 


ing an exadfc Difcipline in 
the World fevere Inftances of his JufHce by 
Punifliments he inflicted on the Offenders, 
of his own Guard, 
of a Roman Gentleman in Calabria 



One' 




fentenc’d 

to Death \ and tho’ he was other wife a valiant de- 
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Juftinian 
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ouc of Italyi which was in Danger entirely to be 
loft without fotne fpeedy Prevention, and knowing 
by Experience he had no Man in his Empire whom 
he could fo implicitely truft as Belifarius , he re¬ 
call’d him out of Perfia , and commanded him to 


149 


and commanded him to 


prepare to pals with all Expedition into the Weft. 
In his way through Illyricum he rais’d with his own 
Mony what Forces he could, and at Salona mutter’d 


about four thoufand Men. 


From thence he dif- 


tnifs’d Vitalius, or Valentin, General of thofe Parts, 
with Part of his Army to raife the Siege of Otran¬ 
to , where he arriv’d juft four Days before the Be- 
fieg’d had promis’d to furrender, in cafe no Suc¬ 
cours were fent in the mean time: Hereupon the 


Siege was rais’d 


and the Town re-inforc’d with 




frefli Supplies of Men and Provifion. 


Belifarius A. D« 


being arriv’d in Italy inform’d the Emperor of the 


Condition he found the Country in 


that he was deftitute both of Men, Arms and Mo- Em p eror t 

ny, without which it was impoffible for him to Account 0 


•mperor of the f4f* # 
[)» telling him . Bellfarl 
Arms and 


telling him 


profecute the War. 


The few Soldiers he had the Affai 


rais’d in his Paflage through Illyricum were raw m 
and undifciplin’d, thofe upon the Place were cow¬ 
ardly and mutinous, for having been fo often de¬ 
feated by the Goths they were ternfy’d at their ve¬ 
ry Names, and having been fo long unpaid he was 
cautious of commanding them upon any Service for 


fear of being difobey’d 


that he dar’d not raife any 


Contributions from the Inhabitants, left they fhould 
be thereby provok’d to revolt td the Enemy; con¬ 


cluding in thefe Terms 


If your Majefty * 


s 


Defign 


was only to fend me into Italy I have follow'd your 
Orders , and am now in it % but if you expeSl I fhmld 
ferve you againft the Enemy I ought to be furnijh d 


with 


Materials proper for that 


Defign, 


without 


which lam in no Conditionofpropofmga Peace, or con¬ 
tinuing the War . Thefe Letters he committed to 
J°hn, the Son of Ft tali an, with Orders to deliver 

L 5 them 


t 



I 
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which is a fruitful, profitabl 


Soil 


9 




VO 


luntarily furrender’d themfelves to Totilas , who was 
directing his chief DeGgns againft the City of 
Rome, which he block’d up fo clofely that he fuf- 


fer’d no Provifions to 

✓ - 

Land, by which Means the City was reduc’d 
the lall Extremity \ for the Famine rag’d fo furi- 
oufly within the Walls, that the Inhabitants were 
forc’d to feed upon Things the mofl filthy and 

{paring their own Excrement. They 


Roqje 

clofely be* 


be imported either by Sea of Jw, f 

■ _ . fiegd by 


Totilas 


wholfome 

flock’d in great Multitudes to Bej]< 




who 


com 


manded for the Emperor, defiring either Food fo 
their Subfiftance , or Leave to go out 
nate City , othenvife that he would 




em out 


f the way . Beffas reply’d, That to fupply them with 
Food was impojjible , to let 9 em go was unfafe , and 


kill 


em impious 


And that was all the Comfort 


they received from him, who had undertaken their 


Protection 


All 


Support they met with was 
from Pelagius , a Deacon of the Church, who hat 


ing been a great Favourite of JuJliniatis , in whofe 
Court he had a long time refided, was grown Ma¬ 
iler of much Wealth, which he, being at this time 


in 


R ome 


9 


diftributed with a generous Hand to the 

• ' O 


Ncceffities of the People 
ily fupported ’em 




and for fome time mhh 


t 


Belift 


9 


at his firft Arrival into Italy 





the Coafl: of Calabria and Campania fecur’d by the 


Goths , fo that it was impoffible to land at any Place Belifarius 
ne\r Rome, difembark’d at Ravenna, where he was ** 

inform’d of the Difficulties the Garrifon labour’d Ravqnna * 

under 


9 


would be to relief’em. By repeated Meflengers h 
demanded frefh Supplies from the Prnpero'r^notwith 


and quickly found how hard a Matter it 


By repeated Meflengers he 


/landing which it was a confiderable 


John 



9 


d with a little Army, confifting partly ofR 
w and partly of Barbarians: At the fame time Nar- 
the Eunuch^ arriv’d with fome Auxiliary Troops 

of 





ory. VoL IV. 

of the Hemli , who in their March defeated a great 
Body of the Sclavi 9 whom Totilas had bought to 
affift him, and who, palling the Ifter 9 had wafted 
the Country, plunder’d the Chies, and taken vaft 
Numbers of Prifoners. Belifarius , having commit¬ 
ted the Care of Ravenna to Juftin 9 march’d through 
Dalmatia to Epidamnus , or Durazzo in Alb ant a , 
where joining the Supplies he order’d John to 
march through Calabria , and, having driven the 
Goths out of thofe Parrs, to meet him, with the 
reft of the Forces, near Rome 9 towards which he 
fet fail, and landed at Tortus. John , being ad¬ 
vanc’d as far as Capua , and having done fome Exe¬ 
cution in his Paflage, durft not attempt that City, 
tho’ garrifon’d by no more than three hundred 
Men, and tho’he himfelf was follow’d by the choi¬ 
ce ft of th e Roman Army. This gave Belifarius juft 
Grounds to fear left the Befieged in Rome 9 who were 
almoft ftarv’d, would liften to Totilas , who perfua- 
dcd ’em earneftly to furrender. He knew himfelf 
unable by main Force to relieve the City, and 
Mis Undea- therefore endeavour’d by fome means to visual it. 
•vourto re-Totilas had built a Bridge crofs the Tiber^ where 
J/*™Romej t was narroweft, about eleven Miles from Rome , 

on either Side of which he rais’d wooden Towers, 
and put good Garrifons into ’em, the better to hin¬ 
der any VelTels loaden with Provilions from paffing 
by into the Town: Belifarius therefore fatten’d two 
Barks together, and rais’d a Tower which was 
higher than thofe the Enemy had at the Bridge, and 
the fame time he mann’d out two hundred Pinnaces, 

♦ 

which were full of Port-holes to fhoot at the Ene¬ 
my} on board of thefe he put Corn and other 
Provifions, and polled a good Body of Horfe and 
Foot on either Side the Bank, for the better Secu- 

rity of ?ortus 9 which he garrifon’d, and committed 
to the Care of Ifaac 9 one of his Lieutenants, with 

exprefs Orders not to quit his Poll, tho’ he heard 
4 Beli- 




t 



L 


\ 



4 


# * 


3 5 4 


defeated. 


A. D 
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d and refolute Capt 


i 


i 

commanded for Toitla 


Roderick was wounded in the firfl Onfet, together 
with feveral more of the Goths^ who either fufpeft- 
ing that Party was followed by other Forces, or de« 
ning to draw the Romans into farther Danger, 
quitted their Poll, but feeing Ifaac enter the 
Trenches and nmufe himfelf with the Pillage, they 
return’d briskly upon him, and took him with mod; 
of his Followers Prifoners. 



Belift 


7 


* 

who knew nothing of thefe Tranfa&i 


ons 


5 


being inform’d that If 


was 


the Enemies 

Hands, concluded PortuSy in which he had left his 
Wife and all his Equipage, was taken, whereby all 
Hopes of a Retreat were cut off, unlefs he could 


fpeedily recover the Town 5 whereupon he drew 
back his Forces, with an Intent to charge the Ene¬ 


my before they could be prepar’d to receive him 
But when upon his Return he found how Ifaac by 


his Ralhnefs and Difobedience had 


d all 


5 


he 


took it fo to Heart that he fell into a Feaver, which 
very much endanger’d his Life, and perplex’d the 
Affairs of the Empire. Roderick dy’d of his Wounds 
fhortly after the Aftion, at which Totilas was fo 
incens’d that he put Ifaac to deatho 

The Romans that were within the Walls were 


fo difhearten’d with thefe Difappointments 
pinch’d with Hunger and 




and 
gve w 


negligent and tumultuous, whilffc Bejj'asy who was 




wholly intent upon his own Profit, neglefted his 
Charge, and fuffer’d the Soldiers to live at Dhfcre- 
tion. This Remifnefs, as well in the Governor as 


the Garrifon, encouraged four tfauriansy polled as 

-Sentinels near the Porta Afntariay to make Propo- 
fals to Totilas of receiving his Forces into the 
Town. Totilas readily embrac’d the Overture 

and 


9 


9 


upon repeated Aflurances of their Sincerity, 
led his Troops in the filence of the Night near 


the Gate 


9 


wliich 


was. 



to the Agree¬ 
ment^ 




II. 


LVT. 



man. 


* 55 


ment, open'd to him by the If 


firft Alarm 


9 




Upon the 




who perceiv’d the Town was 


Rome 


and 


betray’d 


9 


fled out at another Gate with fuch ast ,Ua £‘ l 


were able to follow him, fo that there were not 
above five hundred Soldiers who fled for Sanctua¬ 
ry into the Churches, of which no more than 



and twenty were kill’d, together with fixty 
of the Inhabitants} for as To tit as Was going in the 


J 9 


Morning 


St» Peter’s Church 


the Deacon met him, and throwing 



Pelag 


at his 

Hands, irn- 


Feet, with the Gofpels extended 
pl-or’d him to pardon and fparC the 
which, after much Importunity, he obtain’d 



t a nts 


9 


Totilas forbad his Soldiers to kill 


? 


for 


any more, or to 


offer Violence to the Women, but gave ’em 
to pillage the City, referving the choiceft of the 
Spoils to his own ufe. The Houfes of the Patri¬ 
cians abounded in Wealth, but the moft confidera 


ble of all 


that of Bejfi 


9 


who 



his Exa&i 


Ons had hoarded up immenfe Treafiires for the ufe 
of Totilas. The Goths {pent feveral Days together 

in ftripping the Inhabitants, the moft wealthy of 
whom were reduc’d to fo much Poverty, that ma¬ 


ny of the Senators, and Rujl 


9 


Boeti 


us 



Widow, and Daughter of Symmacbus , a Matron 
of moft exemplary Charity, went begging their 

great 


^ *• VAVUipOliy J vv CAJC Utggu 

Bread from Door to Door. The Goths had 



Defire to put this Lady to Death* becaufe, 
they faid, fhe hir’d the Roman Officers to 
down the Images of Theodor icb, for his Inji 
and Cruelty to her Husband and Father $ 

Totilas preferv’d her, and the reft of the Wo 
men, from the Infolence of the Soldiers, to 
great Honour and Reputation. Thus Rome fell 


as 

ull 


ice 


but 



into the Hands of the Goths 


Year of the Siege. 
An. Dom. ftf. 


J 


in the Second 



Twelfth of the 


War 


3 


VII. Totilas 
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more out of their Enemies Hands, efpecially 


any 

the Romans 


who fhortly after loft their chief 


tllC -Ac/ ff*c*f**y WUU 

Strength in the Perfon of Belifl 


call’d 



5 


who was 


the Emperor to Conflantmople 9 which 
City was this Year more terrify’d than hurt ‘ 
Earthquake; which, together with the taking a 



Whale 


9 


and the overflowing of the 


» 


prodigious 

iV*7<?, adminifter’d to the Inhabitants many Specula 
tions. This Whale was call’d Porphyricm , and had 
for the Space of fifty Years, very much infefted 
the Seas in thpfe Parts, drowning Ships, and driving 

great 


3 

3 


into 


1 , 


• < 


M 


the Sailors, who ftudy’d to avoid her 
Inconveniencies; Juftinian had many ways at 
tempted to deitroy her, but ftili to no Purpofe 


i ' ' 

• d 


X < 


till now purfuing a great Number of Dolphins flie 
came fo near the Sfaoar that fhe ftruck upon the 
Mud, where the Country People hew’d her with 
great Axes but were unable to kill her, fo that 
they were forc’d to drag her with great Ropes a 
flipre, and upon meafuring found her to be thirty 
Cubits lopjg and ten broad 
Before Be 


his Arrival at Conflantmople , a A Conffo 
Confpiracy, form'd againftthe Emperor, was lucki* ™ c y*gAnft 




difeover’d. The chief Perfon 


d in \t the * m t‘ 

r . . ror. 


4 


■ ^ 


. 1 

1 

X * 


was Artabanes, who flew the Tyrant Gontharis in 

has been obferv’d before *, for this Ser- 

made him his General in that 



vice 






Province, but being in Love with Proje&a 


e<» 


\ 


~ — 

, Jufti - 

Neece, aqd Areohindysh Widow, whom he 
rnqftly dpfir’d to Marry, he was, upon his own 

recall’d to Conflantmople r where he hop’d 
the Match, the Lady her felf being 
ry inclinable to it. Upon his Return to Court 

the 




eror 


/ * “1 
> 1 , ' 




d him very gracioufly, made 
him General of his Forces in Conflantmople , and 
gave him the Command of all the Confederates in 
thpfe Farts, fo .that nothing was wanting now to 


conjpleat his HappineCs but the efpoufing Project a 


3 


but 
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but as he was preparing himfelf, with much Sa¬ 
tisfaction for the Nuptials, a former Wife, whom 

upon fome fmall Difcontents he had deferred, ap¬ 
pear’d, and forbad the Banes, whereupon Proje&a 
was marry’d to another. Artabanes , enrag’d to 
find he had not Intereft enough, after all his Ser¬ 
vices, to Divorce himfelf from a difcarded Wife 
for the fake of another, grew fo difaffefifced to the 
Emperor, that he immediately refolv’d upon his 
Ruin, uniting himfelf to Arfaces 9 an Armenian 9 
his near Relation, and other dangerous Male-con- 
tents. Arfaces had lately been convifted of cor- 
refponding fecretly with the King of Perfia 9 and 
confpiring with him againft the Emperor, for which 
however he receiv’d no other Punifhment than a 
few Stripes on his Back, and being led through 
the City upon a Camel $ for Juflinian ftill con¬ 
tinued him in his Employments, and fuffer’d him 
to appear at Court as formerly, notwithftanding 
which he grew fo difcontented that he vow’d to 
be reveng’d. Juflinian had lately difoblig’d his 
Nephew Gertnanus> and his Sons, by with-holding 
from ’em an Eftate had been left ’em, which Ar¬ 
tabanes and Arfaces thought Provocation fufficient 
to make ’em join with them in their Defigns a- 
gainft him* upon which Confideration they di- 
fcover’d themfelves to Jujlims 9 Germanus his eldeft 
Son, who, tho’but young, was valiant and wary $ 
they propos’d to kill Juflinian one Night as he 
iate up late with fome old Priefts, with whom he 
frequently convers’d without his Guards, and de¬ 
clare Germanus Emperor: The Execution was to 
be deferr’d ’till Belifarms his Arrival, who other- 
wife, upon notice of what was done, might levy 
an Army in his Paflage through Thrace 9 and op- 
pofe the new Emperor; for which Reafon they re¬ 
folv’d to difpatch him at the fame time, together 

with Marcellas , Captain of the Palatine Soldiers. 
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! fo»> liften’d patiently to what they propos’d, 
was fn far From ioinine with them, that he 


but was (o far from joining with them, that he 
immediately reveal’d it to his Father, who’ made a 
Difcovery of it to Marcellas j and he, upon a \u\\ di f cover> <*. 

Affurance that the Confpirators were in earneft, 

/ * 

reported it to the Emperor, who order’d ’em all to 

be feiz’d, examin’d, and committed to frifon,which 

was the only Punifhment inflidled upon ’em. 


and he, upon a full 
rs were in earned-, 
ho order’d ’em all to 


Whilft the Emperor 


Perfon was thus 


Dan 


ger the Empire 


felf was threaten’d with aim oft 


total Diflolution by her Enemies 


Invade her on every part 


the French 


who beg 


to 


Advantag 


of the Wars in Italy 


ing the 


feiz’d on the 


greateft part of Venetia 


for as on one fide the 


Roman 


unable to refift ’em, fo the Goths 


the other found it impoflible to contend with both 
Parties at once. About the fame time the Heruli 


broke into tllyricum and Thrace , fpoiling the Coun¬ 
try and deftroying the Inhabitants^ whilft the Gepida 
feiz’d on Sirmium , and the greateft part of Dacia , 


Which Juft 


Goths 

tiny in the Garrifon Belifarius had left in Rome; 
for being offended at Canon their Governor, who 
had juftly provok’d them by his Avarice, they kill’d 
him, and arrogantly fent to the Emperor to excufe 
the Matter, threatning, that unlefs he pardon’d ’em. 


had lately 


Thefe Calamities were 


their Governor 


^cover’d from the 
attended by a Mu- 
had left in Romez 


threatning, that unlefs 


they would revolt, and deliver up the City to To* 
tilas', who, taking the Advantage of this Mutiny, 
and the Abfence of Belijarius , march’d with a 
powerful Army againft it, and, after feveral Sal¬ 
lies and Afiaults, was receiv’d into it by theTrea- 


powerful Army 


gainft it 


and 


lies and Afiaults, was receiv’d 


chery of fome Ifaurians , v 

ample of their Countrymen 


who foliowin 


• ♦ 


the Ex 


A. D 

<•48. 


and offended for that A. D 


they had not receiv’d tl 
of the Gates and let him 


d their Arrears 


open’d 


one 


5 


dreaded his Fury 




the Inhabitants, who Rome 


heft manner they could 


fluffing for themfelv 


the 


He now behav’d him-^ Tot}1:1 


M 


felf 








r 


2 V 
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eftroyin 


Moderation than before, for inftead 

W alls he repair’d the Breaches 




ydded 

Goths 


fortifications, replanted the City with 
d Romans , provided it with all manner of 
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* 

T uftinian 


him into Italy, concluding the Goths would be 
fbatn’d to lift up their Hands again ft the Grand 


«a 


Daugli 


of Theodor ich% and Tot Has himfelf was 


him for 
ife: He 


without fear that they would receive 

their lawful Prince in Refpe<& of his W 
was a Man generally belov’d by the Soldiers* whom 


he had frequently oblig’d by his Liberality*fo that 


his Paflage through Thrace he quickly 



a 


very powerful Army* many who by their frequent 
Defeats in Italy had been difpers’d, and withdrawn 
themfelves from the Service,coming in to him; and 
the Barbarians inhabiting about the Danube, allur’d 
by his Fame, join’d themfelves with him* and 
brought him Prefents of Mony and Provifions. 

On the other Hand the Goths were exceedingly 
difpirited, efpecially when they conlider d they 
were to make War againft the Pofterity of Theo- 
doricb , and to encounter with a General ofconfum- 

the 




mated Experience, and univerfaily be! 

Soldiers*, fo that the Emperor’s Affairs began to put 
on a new Face, and the Eyes of the whole Em¬ 
pire were fixed upon Germ anus, who, as a Pre¬ 
lude to his future Succefs, in his Paflage through 
Thrace drove the Sclavi out of it. Thefe Peo- 

, obferving the Emperor's Forces wholly em 



plqy’d in the Perfian and Italian Wars, had pafs’d 


ufand 


the Danube to the Number of three tb 
Men, and having divided themfelves into two Bo¬ 
dies wafted all Thrace and Illyricum, roving about 
the Country, and committing unheard of Cruel¬ 
ties, ’till hearing of Qermams his Approach, who 
they conceiv’d, was fent General againft them, ter 


9 


* 

L 

\ 

* 

* 


I 

t i 
V' ' 

l 

* ( 

A 
• \ 

* w 
r A 
> 

.A 


rify’d at the Apprehenfion of fo renown’d a Com 
mander, they relinquifh’d their former Defigns 
upon Thejfalonica , and the Towns adjacent, and de¬ 
parted in a precipitate March over the Mountains 
of Illyricum into Dalmatia \ whereupon Germanus 
order’d his Army to be ready within three Days 


M z 




A. D 

fji- 


to 
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to march into Italy, where a good Number of Ro~ 
man Soldiers, collefted into one Body, were ready 


to receive 


him. 


But the Hand of Fate 


now lay heavy upon the Roman Empire 

therwile difpos’d of Affairs} for Qermi 


which 

* 

had o- 


therwile difpos’d of Affairs} for Germanus 

fuddenly feiz’d with a violent Diftemper, \ 


was 


Germanus put an end to all his great Defigns 


nper, which 
and Life to- 


dies. 


gether. He dy’d univerfally lamented by all forts 
of People, being a Perfon of as great Excellencies 
as any in the Empire, for he was a good Man, a 


brave Soldier, and experienc’d General 


Peace* a£Hve in War 


juft in 


grave and fevere in the 


Court, but facetious and obliging at his Table; fo 


free from lawlefs Ambition 


or factious Contenti 


on, that tho’ he v/as offer’d the Empire by Art a - 
banes and his Accomplices, as we obferv’d before, 
who he knew were able to make good their Offer, 
and tho" the Emperor had in many Refpe£fe difob- 
lig’d him, yet he gave the World ample Proofs 


of his Integrity, in rejeftin 
yering the Treafon. 



the Purple, and difco 


Upon his Death the Sclavi took frcfh Courage, 
and made another Irruption into the Roman Pro¬ 
vinces, whether induc’d to it by their own rapa¬ 


cious Inclinations 


or hir’d by Totilas 


who was 


alarm’d at the Emperor’s Preparations againft him 
and which therefore he was willing to divert ano 
tfaer way. They proceeded up as far as Greece 


which they cruelly wafted, and having defeated a 
Party fent againft 'em near Adrianople, they feem’d 
to threaten the Imperial City it feIf, ’till by de- 




* 3 * 


grees 



rown carelefs and licentious, they were at 


length routed 


and 



lad tp repafs the Danube with 


what Booty they could carry off. 

Totilas his In the mean time Totilas prevail’d wonderfully 
^rnrefs m j n sicily, which he entirely conquer’d and ranfack’d j 

1C1Y ' for tho s the Emperor hadTent Liberius, a Citizen 

of Rome, into that Ifland the Year before, and or¬ 
der'd 


Sicily. 


» 
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der’d Artabanes to follow him; and tho’ Liber'ms 



1 6 % 


forc’d his Way into Syracufe with the Fleet under 
his Command, and reliev'd the City, which was 


clolely Befieg’d 



the Goths 


9 


yet this 



he 


was ftarv’d out of it by the Enemy, who exceed 
ed him in Numbers, and forc’d to retire to Paler 

whilfl: Artabanes his Squadron met with a 


mo 


9 


greater Difafter, for it was difpers’d by a furious 
Storm, which drove him upon the Iflatid of Malta, 
where, with much Difficulty, he fav’d himfelf. 
Whereupon Totilas , finding no Perfon in Sicily able 
to oppofe him, left four fufficient Garrifons in it 


n 


for the Security of the Ifland 


$ 


and 


d back 


Italyi whither the Emperor had fent Jufl 


to 


Command in the room of his Father Germ anus 


9 

and 


ppointed John, the Son of Fitalian, and Ger 


9 


his Son 


Law 


9 


to be his Lieu 


0 


but 


before thefe Generals could 


Italy , where 


the Goths prevail’d with their accuftom’d Succefs, 
the Emperor chang’d his Refutation, and declar’d 



Narje 


1 


the Eunuch, Generaliffimo of all his Fore 


thofe Parts. Thefe Variations in the Emperor’s 
Councils very much retarded his Affairs at the 

for¬ 
tunate Commander, and drove the Goths out of 


» D- 
f4°- 

Narfcs de 

clard Gene¬ 
ral in Italy 


prefent, tho’ Narfes prov’d afterwards 



Italy 



w 

He was by Nation a Ter fan, but had been 


ong in the Service of Juft 
Pay-Mafter of the Army 


and 


who made him 
Patrician, which 


* kji iiiLs rauiiiyj <uiu a* a riiiiciaU) wiiltu 

Honour and Truft he very well deferv’d, for he 
was a Perfonr of great Capacity, 


and 


well 


quainted with all Political and Military Virtues 


Evagrius tells us he was 



gular in his Devo 


tion, and apply’d himfelf fo frequently in his Pray¬ 
ers to God, that the Virgin Mary appear’d to 


him 

him 


9 


from Heav 


and preferib’d him the Seafons proper for 

the Enemy, with whom he never 

d a Sig 



encounter’d before he had firft 


9 


tho ? this Account favours fomething 


M 



of 
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of a Fable, yet it fuffices to ftiow how requilite a 
regular and exemplary Devotion is to the Office 
and Duty of a General. But before we attend 
him into Italy , it will be convenient to take a fhort 


view of Affairs in the Baft, at leaft fo much of 


’em as are interwoven with thofe of the Empire. 
Chofroes being frighten'd into a Retreat by Belt* 

.on* ad- 
a Town 



at iwa j 

v/O n 


.j rr 

" l JJ y J ' 5 


after a long and expenfive Expedit 
Northward as far as Ardabig 


V’r 


’ A 


t 


t 


t « 




/-• c•*#» f" 


V 4 


w- » I 


> * 4 . - a 


> r - 


o 


^ h. J6 *»■ cvo 

s n v a u e t h e 


be 

he then term’d 


6 


to refit.ft upon his lig¬ 
and refolv’d 


9 



oman Territories, b 



-t - 


•- * • - 


* ✓ 


n* * 
v. < 


t v./* 5 It 




& 


d to it by his Verfian Priefts, and a fhame 


it C — 


4 ? 7 


-c 






.» * 


Overth 


taking 
then labour'd 


of thirty thouiand Romans 


9 


ho 


the Advantage of the Difficulties Chofr 


ffor his Territories were grie 


ally vifited by the Plague before-mention’d 


9 


and 


his 


had confpir’d again ft him) invaded Perfar • 
went a , and were defeated by Nabades , who drew 
cm firft into an Amhuffi, and after that entirely 
feated ’em. The Romans fled with fo much 
Precipitation, that they deftroy’d all their Horfes 

Flight, and loft fuch a great quantity of 





n the 


Arms, and all their Baggage, that the whole State 

important 




of Perfia appear'd vifibly enrich’d 
and unexpeffced a Victory. Upon this Succefs Chof* 
roes made an Inroad into Mefopotamia , where, 
in the Opinion of Evagrius and Procopius % he 
ieem’d to War againft Goa rather than Man. and 




therefore met with a Succefs fuitable to his Irreli- 

* 

Invafion he had 




gion and Impiety. In his 
been forc’d to retire from before Edeffa , without 
performing any thing againft that City, and grew 


very much incens’d to think he fhoold be thus 
fhamefully overcome by the God of the Chrifti 
—— ans, for which reafoi 
* e & ges E ~the Inhabitants Slaves 

c a? protefted them, and turn their City into a Failure 

_ 

• 1 for 


Chofroes ans* for which reafon he threaten’d now to make 

in fpight of the Deity that 
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for Cattle *, but notwithftanding thefe prefumptuous 
Menaces, he receiv’d fuch a Repulfe upon his firft 
Attempt, that he was willing the Citizens fhould 
buy their Safety with a round Sum of Mony, for 
* he apprehended a fecond Difgrace before the Town s 
and his Apprehenfions were improv’d by feveral 
Dreams, and other fuperftitious Obfervations. Here* 

upon a Conference was procur’d, wherein he de¬ 
manded all the Treafure in the City, which the Be- 
fieg’d, with much Indignation, refus’d, and he in 
great Fury commanded the Works to be carry’d 
on. He rais’d a prodigious Machine, which over¬ 
look’d the Walls of EdeJJ'a , from whence he play’d 
without Intermiffion upon the Town, eafily defeat¬ 
ing thofe who appeared in its Defence. The Ro¬ 
mans on the other fide drew a Mine, which they 
continu’d ’till they came under the middle of the 
Machine, but then finding the Perfeans had difcover’d 
and were countermining ’em, they flopp’d the 
Work, and dug a hollow Vault hard by, filling it 
with dry Logs lleep’d in the Oil of Cedar, and Af* 
fyrian Pitch \ to this they fet Fire, which prevailing 
at length forc’d the Perfians to abandon the Work. 

Chofroes , perceiving his Machine was difabled, 
and that his Labour and Expence had been hitherto 
unfuccefsful, fate flill in his Trenches for feveral 
Days, thinking to lull the Inhabitants into a fatal 
Security, and then fall unexpe&edly upon ’em. In 
this Defign he had unavoidably fucceeded, had not 
a Peafant awaken’d the W atch, and warn’d ’em of 
the Enemy’s Approach. The Romans , being thus 
alarm’d, receiv’d the Aflailants with fo much Vi¬ 
gour that they drove the Perfians with great Slaugh¬ 
ter back to their Camp, and feiz’d on their Ladders 
which they had us’d in the Aflault. This Attempt 
was follow’d by two or three more, in all which the 
Perfians mifcarry’d, and Chofroes was fo difcoung’d, 
that upon fome very reafonable Conditions he agreed 

M 4 to 




But raife* to raife the Siege, and never more infeft the Roman, 
the siege. Territories; accordingly he demoliih’d his Works, 

and return’d with his Army into Verfia. 

The Chriftian Reader will readily aferibe the 
Safety of this City to the immediate Affiftance of 
God Almighty, whofe Power and Prote£iion vifi- 
bly appear’d in the Prefervation of it, without at¬ 
tributing it to the efficacious Virtue of a pretended 
Image of our Saviour, thrown, in their Extremity* 
by the Befieg’d into the Vault, which, fetting 
Fire to the Wood pil’d up in it, confum’d the Ma¬ 
chine, render’d the Flame unquenchable, and con- 
flniin’d Chofroes to raife the Siege. However we 
may obferve from this Account, that the Ufe of 
Images began firft in thofe Days to prevail in the 
Church, as did like wife the Veneration of Relicks ^ 
tho’ as yet no outward Adoration or Religious 
Worfhip was paid to either, but was a Novelty, 
not properly fa id to be eftablilh’d and confirm’d’till 
the eighth Century, as we may have Occafionto 
obferve hereafter. 
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* 

pf Cappadocia , Galatia and Bitbynia 9 and lead ’em up 
to the very Gates of Conftantinople it felf. He knew 
the Laztans were no way pleas’d with their late 
Change, but very averfe to the Humour and Di- 
fpofition, as well as Religion of the Perftans % and 
therefore the more likely to effeft an Alteration, 
which he was refolv’d, if poffible, to prevent*, the 
beft Expedient for which he thought was to mur¬ 
der Gubazes their King, to tranfport the Natives, 
and People the Country with Perfians and others, 

who would be well, affected to his Intereft. Thefe 

• * 

his Defigns were difeover’d to Gubazes , by fome 
whom the King of Per ft a had employ’d to effect 
’em, and by Gubazes to the Emperor, from whom 
he begg’d Pardon, in the Name of his Subje&s, for 
what was pafs’d, and his Affiftance and Proteftion 
for the future. The Emperor readily embrac’d the 
Opportunity, and fent him eight thoufand Men 

under the Command of Dagijibaus^ a young un¬ 
experienc’d Officer, uncapable qf any Warlike Un¬ 
dertaking. 

However, having join’d his Forces with thofe of 
the Laziansj he fate down before Petra, which was 
garrifon’d by the Perfians , and ftor’d with all man¬ 
ner of Provifions. Chofroes , alarm’d at this hidden 
Revolution, fent a great Army of Horfe and Foot, 
under the Condudl of Mermeroes , his High Cham¬ 
berlain, to the Relief of the Places of which Gu¬ 
bazes being advis d, he by his Letters defir’d Da- 
giflhms to detach Part of his Forces to fecure the 
Paffiige beyond the Phafts , and with the reft puffi 
on the Siege ’till he was Mafter of the Town; 
whilft he march’d with his own Army to the Bor¬ 
ders of Lazica , for the Security of another Paf- 
fage, and hir’d fome Alans to defend thofe Parts. 
But Dagifthaus, inftcad of fending Forces fufficient 
to make good the Paffiige, and appearing in Perfon 

at thu Aftion, detach’d no more than two hun¬ 
dred 
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what Provilions they could* and tranfportall they 
were able to fpare to Petra , for the Prefervation of 
which Place he was very follicitous. Of this whenr^ Perfi- 
Gubazes was inform’d he join'd himfelf with Da- ans defeat - 

gifth&us , and both together fell firft upon a thou- La ~ 
land of the Perfians 9 who had been fent out as a 
flying Guard to gain Intelligence, and fecure the 
Camp from any Surprize: Of this Party not one 
efcap’d, but were all either flain or taken Prifoners. 
Encourag’d by this Succefs, and being inform’d by 
the Captives of the Condition of the Camp, they 
unexpe£tedly fet upon the main Body of the Perfi . 

' ans in the Dead of Night, and eafily defeated ’em; 
purfuing ’em with much Execution up into Iberia 9 
and cutting off feveral other Perfian Troops they 
met with in the Purfuit, who were conveying fome 
Meal and other Provifioris into Petra , all the Ave* 
nues to which they now feiz’d upon, andfo block’d 
up all Accefs to the Town. In this Action the 
Romans became Mailers of the Enemies Camp, 
with all their Enfigns and Baggage, together with 
great Quantities of Arms, Mules, and Horfes. 

When Chofroes was inform'd of this Overthrow 
he lent Corianesy air old experienc’d Commander, 
at the Head of a confiderable Army, confuting of 
Alans as well as Perfians , into Lazica , which he 
was willing to conquer, whatever it coft him. For 
tho’ he had often invaded the Roman Territories, 
and done unexpreffibie Mifchiefs to the Empire, 
yet he always return’d with much Lofs, which 
render’d him very ungrateful to the People, who 
call’d him The Dejlroyer of their Nation \ but now 
he hop’d, by getting this Country into his Power, 
to obliterate the Memory of all his former Mifcar- 
riages. Corianes advanc'd with his Army to the 
River Hippusy the greateft in the whole Country of 
Colchis , were Gubazes and Dagiflh&us fell upon 

him, flew him, and overthrew his Army* The 

Perfians 
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Perfians loft the Camp, and the beft of their Offi¬ 
cers, together with a great Number of common 
Soldiers^ they that farmed return’d home with a 
melancholy Account of the Invafion. 


In the mean time Dagifth 


9 


whofe Succefs was 


owing more to Fortune and the Courage of Guba 


than his own Conduct 


fome Com 


General a 


5 


, was, upon 

Befias yk* plaints preferr’d againft him, recall’d} and Bcffa 

the late Governor of Rome , was fent in his Head 

Pedians * wxt ^ ex P re ^ s Orders to recover Petra out of the 

Hands of the Perfians , who for a long time defend¬ 
ed it with much Courage and Refolution. Bejfas 
never behav’d himfelf with more Conduit and 
Gallantry than in this Service5 


5 


ice 5 he was an old Man 
upwards of Seventy Years of Age, and encourag’d 
his Soldiers by the moft powerful Exhortations 
Examples of his own Valour. He mounted the 
fcaling Ladder himfelf, and tho’ he once fell from 
it, to the exceeding great Hazard of his Life, he 


9 


d with an obftinate Bravery, which made 


the Romans pufh on with 


and gain by inches upon the Perfi 


— 

ncible Conftancy 


9 


* 


who 


obftinate in the Defence 


Th 


Befieg’d had rais’d 


a great wooden Tower, from which theydifeharg’d 
Balls of Fire upon the Roman Rams, and at firffc 
put ’em into great Confuflon, ’till part of the Tower 
took Fire, by means of a ftrong Southerly Wind 
which drove full upon it, and confum’d the mife 
rable Perfians that were 
to fhift for themfelves. 

Gates an Armenial 


3 before they had time 
In the mean while John 


5 


follow’d 



feveral of his 


Countrymen, mounted a Rock where the City was 
thought impregnable, and which was faid to have 


given Name 


it 


9 


whiift both the Romans and 


<» 

9 


by the Ro- v omans 


Perfians were engag’d on other Parts of the Wall 
fo that this, together with the unfortunate Acch 

, open’d an eafie Paflage to the 


Petra taken dent of the Tower 


mans 


3 


by this means enter’d the Town, and 

took 
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took all the Perfians^ except five hundred who re¬ 
tir’d into the Caftle, which, notwithftanding all the 
Threats and Perfuafions BeJJ'as could ufe, made it good 
againft him ’till he fet it on Fire, and then they 
perifli’d in the Flames together with it. They that 
were taken were feven hundred and thirty in 
Number, being all that were left of two thou- 
fand three hundred, and of whom no more than 
eighteen were unwounded} fo defperately obfti- 
nate were they in the Defence of a Place, which 
the King of Perfia judg’d to be of the laft Confe- 
quence, as fufficiently appears by placing the choiceft 
of his Men in it, and fupplying it with fo large a 
Provifion of Arms and Vi&uals; for the Romans 
found in theTown five Mens Furniture for everySol- 
dier, and as much Corn and faked Meat as would have 
fupply’d a Siege of five Years Continuance. 

$Bejfas demoliih’d the Walls of Fetra, and fent all 
the Prifoners he had taken to Juft ini an, who high¬ 
ly commended him for his Valour and ConduSr, 

which infomemeafurehadbeen an Attonement for 

* 

% 

his ill Adminiftrationatifafl^and filenc’d theMurmurs 

of the People, who complain’d loudly againft the Em¬ 
peror for committing the Conduct of the Eaftern 
War to a decrepit old Man, who had fo notoriouf- 
ly ruin’d the Roman Intereft by his Management in 
the Weft. And indeed that Succefs, which was 
chiefly owing to his Courage and Condudt, was 
fliortly after ruin’d by his Precipitancy and Ava¬ 
rice. Had he, after the Reduction of Petra, forti- 
fy’d the Pafles between Iberia and Lazica , he might 
have prevented the Perfians from entering into the 
Country j but inftead of this he retir’d into Pontus 
and Armenia , his own Government, there to fcrape 
up what Riches he could, without engaging him- 
felf any farther in the Fatigues of War, and fo in a 
- manner quitted Lazica to the Enemy, for he left 
no more than twelve thoufand Men in the Coun- 
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Treaty* which they never could obtain in the 
Field that their main Ambition for a long time 
had been to make the Romans their Tributaries* 
which they had now effe&ed under colour of a 
Ceffation of Arms. Indeed this Truce contribu¬ 
ted very much to the total Lofs of Ta%ka, which 
was folely owing to that* and a Mifunderftanding 
that unfeafonably arofe between Guba%es and the 
Officers fent into that Country by the Emperor, 
of which you fhall hear more hereafter. 



VIII. But tho’ Fortune feem’d to retard the 

<• 

Progrefs of the Emperor’s Affairs in the Eaft* {he 
appear’d more favourable to him in Italy, whither 
Narfes was fent to command his Armies, as has 
been obferv’d before. Tho’ Narfes undertook the 
Service with much Chearfulnefs, and was a Perfcn 


of approv’d Fidelity to the Empe 




yet the 


ceflary Preparations, requifite for his Expedition* 
met with fo many Obftacles, that Totilas grew ex¬ 
ceedingly elevated* and (corning to confine himfelf 
and his Arms to Italy, he Manned out a Fleet 


lifting of three hundred Sail, which made a De- 
fcent into Greece , and pillaging the Ifle of Corfu 9 
fail’d up into the Peloponnefus , where feveral Vef- 


fels of the Romans fell into their Hands 


9 


among 


whom were fome of the Tranfport Ships loaden 

with Proviflons for Narfes and his Army. In the 


who 


d in Italy , 


had 



Sea and Land, the only 


4 


mean time Totilas 

i 

block’d up Ancona 

Town upon that Coafi remaining to the Emperor. 
Valerianus was then at Ravenna 3 but being too 


weak to relieve it, he fent an Account of the Con¬ 
dition the Place was in to 7 ohn, who had beenfent 


by the Emperor to comm an 


there for the Arrival of 



Italy 


5 


as we 


ob 


ferv’d before; but Wintering with his Forces at 


Salons ,, was, by frefli Inftru&ions, order’d to wait 



Tho* he paid a 

great 


* 
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great Refpe£fc to the Emperor’s Commands, 


yet* 

confidering the Importance of Ancona , and the 

Extremity to which it was reduc’d, he ventur’d 
to difobey his Orders * and having Shipp’d the belt 
of his Men in forty Veffels he appear’d before An~ 
cona , where Valevianus join’d him with a Squadron 

The Goths of twelve more. Againft thefe the Goths Mann’d 
beaten at out forty feven of their beft Ships, and Engag’d 

Sea. 


them* but being unexperienc’d in Sea Fights, and 
unable to govern their Veffels, they were eafily 
defeated, and loft all but eleven of their Ships, 
which they themfelves fet on Fire after they were 
landed 


to prevent their falling into the Enemy 
Hands. The Goths which lay before Ancona 
hearing their Fleet was loft, broke up in great hafte 
and left the Camp to the Roman Generals, who 
having reinforc’d the Garrifon, fail’d away, Vale 
rianus to Ravenna , and .John to Salons, . This De 


9 

9 


9 


feat very much impair’d the Intereft of Totilas , 
and dejected his Followers, efpecially when they 

recover’d all the 
from whence he 


were inform’d that Artabanes had 


Caftles from the Goths 


Sicily 


fent a powerful Affiftance of Men and Ammuni¬ 
tion to the Romans Befleg’din Crotpna^ which forc’d 
the Goths to raife the Siege, and at the fame time 


they abandon’d Tarentum which was immediately 
fecur’d for the Emperor. This hidden turn of For 
tune, that began to frown upon the Goths , affected 
no one more than Totilas himfelf \ having often ap- 
ply*d to the Emperor by his Ambaffadors, he 
knew he was refolv’d againft an Accommodation 
upon any Terms whatever, and that he hated the 


very Name of 


Goth 


and tho’ at firft he Teem'd 


regardleis of the War, yet he found that now he 
appear’d in earned:. Narfes drew near with a ve¬ 
ry gallant Army, and Mony to pay off all the Ar¬ 
rears due to the Forces in Italy . He was attended 
not only by fuch Troops as at a very great Ex¬ 
pence 
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pence he had been railing himfelf, which for Num¬ 
bers of Men, and Provifions of Arms, and all o- 
ther Neceffaries, appear’d like an Army worthy the 


Ancient Grandure of 


R 


Majefly 


* 


but by 


great 


Bodies of Auxiliaries, who chearfully fol 


low’d his Enfig 


the Gepfddj Meruit 


5 


Hums 


1 


Lombards ,and feveral Fugitive Per/tans rang’d them- 
feives under |iis Banners, a great many old Roman 
Officers, with their Independant GompaniesXerv’d 
under him, and nothing was wanting that might ad 


his Honour 


9 


add a Terror 


his Enemies 


Being advanc’d as far as the Confines of Vene 
where feveral of the Franks had plac’d them 

obferv’d before, they refolutely de 


tia 


felves 


we 


ny’d him Paffage, fo that by the Advice of John , 
who was perfectly acquainted with thofe Parts, he 

pafs’d along the Sea-Coaft, and got fafe with his 
whole Army to Ravenna , where he was join’d by Narfes 
Valerianus and Juft 


to the great Confufion oi rives 


y ciivricifuts <uiu JWji'in*) LU ljliv# v;i 

Totilas 9 who thought it very improbable he would Ravenna 


attempt to march that Way 


? 


by 


ifon of the ma 


U 


ny Rivers that difcharg’d themfelves into the Sea, 
and therefore had polled Teias 3 his Succeffor in 
the Kingdom, a valiant Captain, with the choice# 
of his Army at Verona , where they had render’d 
all the Paflages very Incommodious, and were pre¬ 
par’d to fight the Romans if they advanc’d on tha 
fide, as they expe£fced. 

Having (laid a few Days in Ravenna to refreffi 
his Army he took the Field, and directed his 
Courfe towards Rome ; palling the Rubicon near Ari 
minum , or Rimhii , he kill’d the Governor of the 
Garrifon, plac’d there by Totilas , who faily’d out 
with a Defign to fur prize him: Without flaying 
before that City, which was much difhearten’d by 
the Death of the Governor, he proceeded onward, 
and encamp’d upon the Apennine, near that Place 
which was memorable for the Defeat the Gauls 
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re 
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9 

fuddenly againft the 




> 


to fur prize 


em 


i 


but Fdarfes, who was apprchenfive of his 



forbad his Troops to ftir from the fpot 
commanded them to take a Morfel as they 
flood, and to have a watchful Eye upon the Ene¬ 
my. Totilas^ tho 3 other wife an experienc’d and 
renown’d Captain, committed a great Overfight 
that Day, which in a great meafure contributed to 
his Definition; for he commanded his Men to 
ufe no other than their Lances, call’d FUi> where- 




he render’d ’em very much inferior in 
oftenfive Weapons to the Romans, who us’d both. 

Arrows and Lances, and fuch other Weapons as 
Occafion and the Courfc of Battel requir’d, fight¬ 
ing either on Horfeback, or on Foot, fometimes 
charging, and at others furrounding the Enemy. 

This Advantage, together with that great Adacrit^ 
and Confidence which arofe from their late Sue- 
cefs, and the profperous Cbndition of their Affairs* 
made ’em fight with fo much Courage, that the 

Goihs were broken at the firfl Onfet, and at laftj&e Goths 
put to Flight, after they had loft fix thoufand defeated, 

of their Men, who were kill’d upon the Spot, be- 
fides thofe that fell in the Purfuit. The Kin^ 

himfelf finding the Day irreCover 


A. D. 

ff5 



loft 


5 


fled 


with five of his Followers in the Dark,and w^aspur 


fu’d by a Commander of the Ge 



badus 


call’d Af- 




who, without knowing who he was, gave 


him a Mortal Wound with his Lance, of which 

he dy’d fhortly after, and was bury’d by his Sub- Totiks 


jefts at a Town call’d 
upwards of eleven 



he had 


reign’ 


Slain. 


much Honour and 


Reputation for his Valour, Prudence, Juftice and 
Liberality. Upon his firfl Advancement to the 
Crown he found the Affairs of the 



in a ve 


xy deplorable Condition, which however profper’d 
fo well under his Adrriihiftration, that he recover’d 


to 



Countrymen 



the entire Dominion of 

N 2 Italy.) 


7be 
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and took Captive twice the Capital City of 

receiv’d a 


Itafyj 

the Univerfe, And indeed his Nation 
fatal ftroke in bis Death, for after him their Power 

Sovereignty declin’d apace, fo that in a fhort 
s after the very Name of that People was loft 


an 




Italy , at leaft they were fo blended in Blood and 
Intereft with the Native Italians > that they grew 

isito one Nation. 

The Romans , who knew nothing of the King’s 

d in a full Purfuit after him,’till a 


Death, continu 

Gothick Woman afliir’d ’em of his Death 


3 

3 


and 


m 

fhow’d ’em where he was bury’d ; They look’d up 


his Death, and the Certainty of it 


3 


of fo 


great 


feq 


3 


that they would not believe 


the Report’till they had digg’d up the Coffin 


3 


and 


when upon Examination they 


found 


it true. 


they reinterr’d it 


3 


and haften’d with an Account 


of 


to Narfes , who immediately return’d Thanks 
God Almighty for fo important a Vi&ory, and 

own infinite- 


difmifs’d the Lombards , who were gi 




3 

burning Houfes 


3 


tho’ they had taken San&uary 


and ravifhingWomen 


5 


Churches 




he Goths that efcap’d the Swords of 


Ro 


fled over the Po , and aflembling themfelves 
in the Picentin , they there made choice of Teias 

who was efteem’d the moft valiant 


for 




King, 


Man of their Nation 


3 



upon feveral Occafions in the 
His firft Care was to 


had fignaliz'd himfelf 


Reig 


of Tot Has 


fecure his Predeceflor 


Ti 


fur 


with which he endeavour’d to draw the Franks 


I U. i W 2 Vv Awil w JJilV/U WiiViVM V vv ui 

into his Affiftance, doing every thin 



for 


T 


Ad 


tage of his Subje£ts, that became a valiant and 


careful Commander 


3 


in th 


mean tune 




making 


f r%« 


ufe of his Victory 


Narfe 


comma 


Valeriatms to obf 


the Motio 


nded 
f the Enemy 


i 


and prever 

whilft he, v 

r 

wards Rome 


their uniting themfelves about theP 



o 


3 


th the reft of the Army, march d 


3 


v 




king in feveral Towns in his way 

* 'as 


Totil 


*% 



# 


Chap. II. 


LVI. 


Tuftinian. 


Totilasj before Narfes his Arrival in Italy, having 
burnt moft of Rome , and confidering he had not 
Men enough to guard the whole Circuit of the 
Town 

fenfible Part of it, near Adrian ''s Tomb, with 
new Wall, and form’d it into the Nature of a Ca¬ 
ll! e, which the Goths now took Care to Man with 


5 


had furrounded the ftrongeft and moftde 


the bell of their Nation, neglefting the other 
Parts. By this means they found themfelves able 
to oppofe the Romans for fome time, but were in 
the iflhe forc’d to give Place to the prevailing 


Power of their Enemies 


5 


and 


9 


after 


having loft 


the Town, furrender’d the Caftle upon afiurance 
of their Lives, and Narfes fent the Keys of the 
City to Conflantinople „ Thus was Rome, once more 
recover’d to the Obedience of Jujiinian , forc’d, 
ftill, like a Sycophant, to follow the Intereft of 
the moft fortunate. This Victory, which prov’d 
of great Confequence to the Emperor’s Affairs,, 
was however very prejudicial to the Roman Senate 
for the Goths , who now defpairM of the Domini 


*> 


on of Italy , kill’d all the Senators that fell into 
their Hands ; fuch of them as Totilas had confin’d 


to Campania, and who* upon the Report that Rome 
was recover’d by Narfes , were returning to the Ci 

ter’d upon the Road 
• * ___ * 

alive. Three hundred young Gentlemen, Sons of 
the Principal Romans , had been fent by Totilas b 


were miferably murder’d by the Goths C£iiai> 

not one Patrician 


who 


v 



yond the Po , as Hoftages, upon his firft fetring 
out again ft Narfes , and were now all kill’d by 


Teias ; fo fatal was this Vidtory to many private 

which prov’d of fo much Advantage to 


Perfons 
the Publick. 




the beft part of the Royal Treafure in the Caftle 
of Cunm , and fecur’d it with a ftrong Garrifon 
ppon Notice whereof Narfes detach’d a ftrong Par 


9 




t y 


1.8 £ 


Teias , during the Siege of Rome , had difpos’d A. 



fn 


9 



18i 


The 




Vol. IV. 


ty to Befiege the Cattle, and another to Attempt 

Centumcell ®% whilft he himfelf (laid behind to re- 


\ T 


pair the Breaches of the Walk and Ruins or the 
City. Tcias^ who knew of what Confequence the 
Lofs of Cum& would prove, prepar’d to prevent it 


by 


a 


Battel 


9 


and march’d accordingly with the 


Strength of all his Forces to cover it, which when 
Narfes underftood, he fent fotne Troops to inter¬ 
cept his Paflage through Tufcany^ but he fetching 
a large Compafs by the Sea-Coatt, declin’d the di¬ 
rect Road, and fo got into Campania , whereupon 
Narfes remanded his Forets, and march’d thither 
with his whole Army in order to fight him. Teias. 
encamped on one fide the River Draco * near the 


5 


which they built feveral Forts, and 
Command of the River 



* 



City Nuceria r and Narfes on ihe other; the Goths 
being firft in the Field, had fejz’d the Bridge, on 

had the 

* — 

• • • 

and being Matters at Sea 
feetn’d to haVe the better of their Enemies, But 

found means to have their Ships betray’d 
and being reinforc'd by feveral Vefiels out 
of Sicily, he thereby conftrain’d the (j0*fo,through 
want of Provifions, to betake themfelves to the 
Faftnefles of the Mountains, where they foon re¬ 
pented of their Change, for they labour’d there 
under greater Difficulties than before: Where 
fore chufing rather to die like Men in Battel, than 
periffi by Famine, they cefcended fudde 


fell refolutel 




and 

f 

upon the Romans , whom t 4 iey tooIjC 



unprovided to receive them, and thereby gave a 
Afecovd banning to a very bloody Fight. The Goths 


Battel , 


were grown defperate, and refolv’d to venture all, 
wherein th? an.d the Romans chofc to die on the fpot, rather 
Got I ls , are than yield fhamefully to their vanquifh’d Ene- 




mies 


the Obftinacy of the Combatants, and the 

Blood that was fpjlt on both fides, made this Bat¬ 
tel, 

that had been 


in Procopius his Opinion, as remarkable as any 


• 



formerly by the great He 


roes 


9 



roes of Antiquity, tho’ he confefles it was remarka¬ 
ble for nothing fo much as the confpicuous Valour 
of T vias \ he, knowing the Fate of Italy depended 
upon the Fortune of that Day, flood in the firft 
Rank holding out his Shield, and {baking his Lance 
in Defiance of his Enemies. The Romans , who 
had difcover’d his Perfon* and knew his Death 
would put an End to the Controverfie, directed 
their whole Force againft him, fome thrufting at 
him with their Spears, and others plying him with 
their Darts, which he receiv'd on his Shield, and 
kill’d many of the Affailants, who with all their 
Strength were not able to drive him out of the 
Rank, nor force him to quit one Inch of Ground, 
or bend back upon his Target, ’till having {hifted 
his Shield three times that Day, which was as of¬ 
ten loaded with the Darts of the Romans , in the 
third Change he left his Bread expos’d naked, and 

was that Moment wounded by a Javelin, of which Teias/*;# 
he inftantly dy’d, and with him the Hopes of the 
Goths , who however gave not over the Fight’till 
the Night parted them: Both Parties lay in their 
Armour ’till the Morning, and then they began a- 
gain with frefh Appetite, nor would their favage 
Courage fuffer ’em to give over ’till the fecond 
Night, their Hatred to each other carrying ’em 
through all Difficulties j for the Goths knew they 
were now contending for their laft Stake, and the 
Romans fcorn’d to defer their Fortune to a fecond 
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In the mean time, notwithflanding the Terror 
of this Victory, and the favourable Condefcenfions 


granted by Narfes 


Cuma held out againft the Ro 


mans , which Teias had committed to the Charge 


of Alt gem 


his Brother 


who 


u^on 


this Gccafion 


gave great Proofs of his Strength and Activity. He 
depended much upon the Afhftance of the Franks 

jbe Franks Germans^ who, to the Number of fixty thou- 

^ ns ^“, e fand Men and upwards, Subjects of Tbeudebald, or 

to tbs jijfi- Tib and , Son of Iheodebert King of Mets , were en- 
fiance of the ter’d Italy \ the Germans were commanded by Lea » 
Goths, tharis , and the Franks by Bucelinus , two Brothers, 


Goths, 


Germans by Nation 


but in fuch great Credit with 


TheudebakL a weak unactive Prince, averfe to any 


Military Attempts 


that by their foie Authority 


they got the Propofals of the Goths to be embrac’d, 
and were the Life of the Expedition, which they 
outwardly pretended was undertaken for the 
ance of the Goths , who promis’d to chufe Bucelin 
for their King, tho’ in effedfcthey intended nothing 


lefs than to make themfelves abfolute in Italy . Nar~ 
fes march’d with his Army into Tufcany , and fent 
a Detachment before to oppofe the Franks , whilft 
he took in feveral Towns that Hill continu’d pof~ 
fefs’d by the Goths in thofe Parts \ moft of ’em 
voluntarily furrender’d, Luca only continu’d obfii- 


voluntarily furrender’d, Luca only continu’d oblii- 
nate, and gave him an Opportunity of manifefting 
notTo much the Strength of his Arms as the noble 
Temper of his Mind. The Citizens had promis’d 

Narfes to furrender, if they were not reliev’d by a 

certain Time, and had deliver’d up their Plottage s 
accordingly ^ but tho 5 the Day was elaps’d before 


any Relief appear’d 


they ftill continu’d obflinate 


and refus’d to open their Gates. Narfes , tho’ much 


offended at this Affront 


bore it with much Mo 


deration, tho’ the Hoftages were in his Power, by 
which means he had his Revenge in his own Hands 


However 


he found a Way to frighten the Defen 


dants<> 


« 



He 
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dants 


% 

and 



a feign’d Execution let ’em know 

what they had deferv’d } for having rais’d a Scaf¬ 
fold at a juft Diftance from the Walls, he prefented 
the Hoftages to the View of the Inhabitants as pre¬ 
par’d for Death, and by the Behaviour of the Exe¬ 
cutioners, the feign’d-Confternation of the Atten¬ 


dants, and the Motion of the Axes, made ’em be¬ 
lieve he had pumfh’d their Perfidy by a real Tra- 


gedj 


5 


tho’ it was no more than an artificial Repre 


fentation of it. The Relations of the Hoftages, 

eluded by their Senfes, in loud Cries 


being thus d 

to 


a 


nd 


and Lamentations revil’d Narfes for his cruel 
impious Refentment: He anfwer’d, He had done-no 
more than their Treachery bad defervd? however he 
promis’d ’em to work a Miracle for their fakes if by 
a fpeedy Repentance they could deferve it^ alluring ’em 


0 


that upon their SubmiJJion he would prefent all th 
Hof ages alive into their Hands . They laugh’d at 
his Prefumprion, in pretending to raife the Dead, 
yet made a fcornful Promife to open the Gates 
fo foon as they fhouid find their Friends were 
fafe* thinking, at the fame time, that the Impofi- 
Ability of the Condition would neceflarily releafe 
them from the Performance of the Bargain: But 
they no fooner beheld their Relations alive, tho’ 
not out of Danger, before they return’d to their 
old Obftinacy, and refus’d to yield the City. Then 
did Narfes give the World a remarkable Inftanceof 
a truly Roman Magnanimity, for he difmifs’d the 
Hoftages without any Ranfom, fending ’em back 
into the Town with this Mefiage, That it was be 
neath him to flatter any with vain Hopes , and unwor 
thy in them thus to irnpofe upon him , a fluring 'em 9 
that unlefs they fpeedily fubmitted his Sword fljould 
force 'em to furrender , without the help of their Ho¬ 
ftages, Thefe Men being thus difcharg’d, and re 
ceived into the City, highly extolfd the Magnani 
raity^ Juftice and Clemency of Narfes 9 and their 

loud 
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it more reafonable to refign it up into the Pofleffi- 
on of the fir ft Owners, than fuffer it to be enjoy’d 

by Strangers .• Accordingly he went and deliver d 
IS/arfes the Keys of Cuma % making him Matter at and Cum* 
once of the Town and the Treafure of the Goths. 


Narfe 


d him very favourably, and enter- 



him in the Empe 


Service, which he 


readily embrac'd. The Franks in the mean while 
were advanc’d far into the Country, having divi¬ 
ded themfelves into two Bodies; for Bucelin , coaft- 
ing along the Tyrrhene 


Campania and L 

Rheg 


n Shear, had wafted all 

* 

as far as the Straights of 
the one fide, whilft Leutharis pierc’d 

The 


through Apulia and Calabria , on the other 
French^ conduced by Buceliny being Chriftians, 


abftain’d from the Violation of the Churches 


5 


and 


Things confecrated; whereas Lent hart and the Ger- 

y who were for the. moft part Pagans, com¬ 
mitted all manner of Sacrilege, bv which Means 


mans 



_ exceedingly enrich’d his Army, Leutharis 
was defirous to return homeward: But Bucelin 9 

I 

who ftill flatter’d himfelf with Hopes of the Crown 
promis’d him by the Gothsy and had therefore made 


an 


Oath 

* < * 


aflaft ’em with all the Power againft 
the Romansy was refolv’d to purfue his Fortunes. 




So that Leutharis returning by eafie Marches en 
camp'd with his Forces near FanOy a City in the 
Marfhes of Ancona , and not far from Pifaro, where 
Artabanes , and Uldacy an Hunn by Nation, were 


quarter’d with fome Troops of Romansy who brisk- 

of Goths that were ioin’d with 

■ _ J 

the Germans , 



f * 

charg’d 



tirely defeated them, which 


ftfuck fach a Terror into Leutharis his Soldiers that 


* * 


tn fc 


they thought of nothing but a Retreat, ox rather 


H 



• < 




f 


I 

\ 

% 

■< 


for they left all their Booty and Prifoners 
gether with the greateft part of their Baggage be 

them*, and in their Paflage through 


9 




* 

1 


i 

i 

u 


A Flagm 

£he Plague rag’d with fo snqch Fury among’em that 

they 


f 

t 

V 
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they aim oft all dy’d of it, Leutharis himfelf was 
feiz’d among the reft, and dy’d in a raving Frenzy, 
tearing his Flelh from off his Bones, and fucking 



his own Blood, being thus defervedly punifh’d 
Divine Vengeance for his Sacrilege and Impiety. 

In the mean time Bucelims , having wafted all the 
Country as far as Rhegium , was returning towards 


and 


hearing Narfes was 


Rome through Campania , 
marching with the main Strength of his Army a^ 
gainft him he encamp’d near Capua . He had not 
as yet heard of the Misfortune arriv’d to his Bro¬ 


ther, and being thirty thoufand ftrong he thought 
himfelf able to encounter the Romans , and was ve¬ 


ry earneft to bring it to a Battel before his Army 
was diminifti’d by a Dyfentery, occafion’d by their 
eating new Railing, which they devour’d with too 
much Greedinefs and Excels. Some Heruli* 


who 


had deferred to him from the Romans 

him that there was a 




inform 



Mifunderftanding between 


JSfarfes and thofe of their Nation, who were for 
that Reafon ready upon the firft Onfet to declare 


for him; upon which Encouragement he march’d 
out of his Entrenchments to attack the Romans * 


The French who receiv’d him fo warmly, that 


> 


after 


a 


Ion 



defeated, and obftinate Fight, they were all cut off, with the 

JLofs of no more than eighty Men on the other 


Side. As this A£tion was remarkable for the great 

O 

Lofs the Barbarians fuftain’d, of whom no more 


fo 


was it 


than five Men are faid to have efcap’d, 
no lefs memorable for the Courage and Bravery of 
the Roman Officers, among whom Aligern th cGoth 

did eminent Service. 

* 

Tho’ this Vidtory feem’d to compleat the Redu¬ 
ction of Italy, yet there were ftill remaining feven 
thoufand Goths , who, under the Conduct of one 
Regnares , had feiz’d upon a Fort near Capua , call’d 
Coffin^ ftrongly fituated, and environ’d by inaccef- 
fible Mountains, and wh ; ch they fumifh’d with all 


manner 


Chap 
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manner of Ammunition, and Provifions for feveral 
Months. Regnares was an Hwnn by Nation, and 
being a Soldier of Fortune had animated ’em to this 
defperate Goui fe, and perfuaded ’em to fubmit up 


on 


Terms, hoping in the end to make the bet 


ter Bargain for himfelf 


Narfe 


9 


finding upon Tri 


al the Place was not to be taken by Storm, refolv’d 
to block it up, and ftarve ’em out. And thus the 
Winter pafs’d oyer without much Aition on either 
Side, and when the Spring came Regnares demand¬ 
ed a Conference of Narfes in behalf of the Befieg’d, 
and infilled upon fuch unreafonable Demands that 
the Genera], who perceiv’d his Ambition, fenthim 
back with much Indignation, which he tookfohei- 
noufly that having gain’d a Hill near the Walls he 


let fly an Arrow 


Narfe 


with an Intent to kill 


him 


9 


which, tho’he fail’d of his Defign 


9 


the 


General’s Guards were fo provok’d, that they lent 
a Showerof Darts after him, wherewith being mor¬ 
tally wounded he dy’d in the Caltle two Days af¬ 


ter: Whereupon the Befieg’d yielded upon Pro- 
mife of Pardon, and were fent by Narfes to Con- 
fiantinople , to prevent any farther Trouble they 
might hereafter create in the Country. 

Thus was the Kingdom of the Goths extinguilh’d 


Italy 





the Valour and Conduit of Belifi 


and Narfes , two of the bravell Generals that 


ferv’d the Eallern Emp 


5 


after they had reign’d 


there for the Space of feventy two Years, or there 
aboutsj during which for the moft part Italy was 
the Stage whereon the greatell and moll bloody 
Feats of War were ailed, in all which Rome* the 
Metropolis, had thelargell Share. With the King¬ 


dom of the Goths felllikewife the Herefie of Art 
us in thofe Parts, to the great Eafe and Comfort of 

the C hurch, which however was at this time di 

# 

Hr edited by different Interells, occalion’d chiefly by 
the finilter Praitices of Vigilius , Bilhop of Rome 9 

and 
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O 


to the utter Dedru&ion of Gnba%es , and great 
Detriment to the Affairs of the Empire} fo care¬ 
ful ought Princes to be in examining into the Mis¬ 
carriages of their Miniders, and punifhing the Of¬ 
fenders, efpecially upon any Complaint on reafona- 




tnem 


Mat 





hie Grounds pr.eferr’d 

who was before but ill affedted to Gubazes , grew 
now his implacable Enemy, joining himfeif with 
Rufiicus , a Qusedor in the Army, who having 

Of 

was as earnefl to have him remov’d out of 
the way as Martinas. They fent John 5 the Bro 

d 

| 3 - ~ B * 3 - ---- - 

him 

with the Ter flu 


behav’d himfeif with much Corruption in 
fice 


Rufl 


5 


Conflantinople , where h 


P 



Treachery, and private Correfpondence 


Order from the 


Emp 




and obtain’d 
the fenfe of which they fo wrefted 


5 


as 


lead 


make it excufe and challen 


a Conni 


tho’ Jitfiinian defign’d nothinglefs in his In 

continu’d firm ii 

/ 

with the Romans 



9 


vance at what ever they fhould pracfife againft 
him; 

drudtions to ’em, provided he 
his Alliance and 

for he knew the Enmity that was between theory 
and therefore gave little Credit to the Accufation. 
Upon the Authority of thefe Orders they requir’d 

ainll the 

er upon, 

? by 


him to join with them in fome S 



Verfians , which, tho’ he was ready to 


he fir ft expoflulated with them, for having 
their late Cowardice and Negligence, made that 
Service neceffary } this they would have interpreted 
as a Demondrstion of his Revolt to the Enemy 


and immediately murder’d him, and thereby en 


9 


danger’d the Lofs of 


whole Country} for on 


the 


Hand the Lazians were fo highly offended 


this Barbarity, that they were 


a 


bout 


throw 
and on 


themfelves into the Hands of the Verfians } 
the other, fo great a Mifunderdanding arofe be¬ 
tween the Rigicidesj and the red of the Officers 


that had been Strangers to their pernicious Coun< 

cils 


5 


I 
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^ a 

eils, and abominated that moft execrable Aft, that: 
the whole Army had like to have been deftroy’d. 
At length a Commiffion was lent from Confldnti « 



upon 


fair 


nople to Try the Offenders, 

Hearing, were fentenc’d to be beheaded, which 
Sentence was executed upon ’em accordingly 5 and 


Gubazes his Brother being 



the Emperor’s 


Confent appointed his Succeffor, the Minds of the 
People were in a great meafure appeas’d, and the 
Army once more in a Condition to make Head a- 
gainft the Verfians , who, to the Number of fixty 


thoufand Men, under the Command of Nachora 


gan , Merme roes ' 3 s Succeffor, threaten’d no lefs than 
an entire Conqueft. But this new General, after 
the lofs of twelve thoufand of his Soldiers, fled 
away, and gave fo ill an Account of his Conduft 
at Court, that he was flay’d alive, at his Return# 




by the Command of Chofroes j who finding, 
tal Experience, how little he was like to get by 
the War, fent his Ambaffadors to Conjiantinople 
with Propofals for a Peace, where,after fome Dif- .. 
put$s and Alterations, a Ceffation was in the end ^ , 

concluded, ’till a more folemn Peace could be con- Perfis * 
firm’d between the Princes, equally weary’d with 
the Cares and Viciflitudes of Wan 

• » > 1 < 4 

The Inhabitants of Conjiantinople had hardly 


.. W 

finifh’d their Publick Feftivals for this Agreement* • 
and the Conclufion of the War in Italy , before the A great , 
City was vificed by a moft terrible Earthquake, EarthqftaM 

which, beginning in the dead of Night, alarm'd 


the whole World at one 



n 


ffcant 


5 


the Horrors of 


Darknefs adding to the Terrors of the Calamity. 
At firft moft difmal Gfoans were heard From be 

• # / V , 

heath, after which iffu’d fuch violent Winds and 
Hurricanes as exceeded all Beliefs it continu’d for 

, _ j , T t .11 

feveral Days together* during which moft of the 
publick Buildings were fvaliow’d up, and a great 
Humber of Churches, together with People 


* + 
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and the reft were difpers’d through slfricfc, Spain, 

and La&ica. Thefe Confiderations, and the Ad* The Hunns 

vantage of the Froft, which facilitated their Paflage 2i * v ^ 

over the Ifler , encourag’d the Hunns to Invade the J£,m ^ ret 
Empire; accordingly they march'd in two Bodies 
directly for ConflantinopIe 9 cme\ly wafting the Coun¬ 
try as they pafs’d, and fparing neither Sex, Age, 

©r Condition. The Forts that had been built 
formerly for the Defence of the Royal City, lay now 
naked and defencelefs, the Mony that was original¬ 
ly affign’d to maintain ’em being fquander’d away 
upon Women, Chariot-Drivers, and other Extra* 
vagances, fo that the Hunns approach’d, without 
the lead Oppofition, within an hundred and fif¬ 
ty Furlongs of the City, where an univerfal Con¬ 
firmation had feiz’d the Inhabitants. In this Ex¬ 
tremity Belifariusj grown old in Years and Ho¬ 
nours, almoft unable to hold a Shield, or brandifii 
a Sword, was lent again ft ’em. His whole Army 
confided of three hundred old Soldiers that had 
ferv’d under him in the late Wars, and had hither¬ 
to follow’d his Fortunes*, the reft were a rude un- 
difciplin’d Multitude, without Skill or Courage, 
bred up in the Imperial Guards, where he who 
had the moft Gold was enroll’d a Soldier, and not 
fuch who for their former Services in the Field de¬ 
fer v’d to be preferr’d to thofe Honourable Em¬ 
ployments. In his March he was join’d by fuch 
Peafants, who had been driven from their Habi¬ 
tations by the Hunns , and who , were ready, by 
their Terror and Amazement, to weaken and difpi- 
rit rather than- ftrengthen the Party they had em¬ 
brac’d j notwithftanding which he march’d for¬ 
ward, and encamp’d as near as conveniently be 
might to the Enemy. He planted two hundred 
of his Men in a Wood, with Orders, at a Signal 
given, to fall upon two thoufand of the Hunns , 
who he heard were marching againft him. This 

O z done 
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done he commanded the Peafants to make as great 

, and raife as much Duft as they could. 


a 


N oife 

whilft he with the reft fell upon the Enemy, who 
imagining the Romans to be more in Number than 
they were, began to turn back} when they from 


the Wood fell upon their Rear, and behav’d them 
felves with fo much Courage, that the Hunns were 


glad to fly to their Camp, after they had loft near 
five hundred of their Men. By thefe Stratagems 
of Belifarius they were fo much weaken’d,that they 
offer’d to return home if the Emperor would Ran- 
fom the Prifoners they had taken, threatning other- 
wife to cut their Throats before they ftirr’d. The 
Conditions were readily accepted by Juft ini an 


tho% had Belifarius purfu’d his good Fortune, and 
fallen upon ’em whilft they were generally feiz’d 
with a Panick Fear, ’tis very likely they had been 


Belifarius all cut off; but he was recall’d on a fudden 


3 


at the 


Court. 


miyd at Inftigation of fome who envy’d him the Honour 

of this laft good Service to his Country} the 
great Favour he was in with the People, who ad 


mir’d his Condudfc and Valour, and compar’d him 
with the moft renown’d Heroes of Antiquity, made 
his Enemies reprefent him as a Perfon dangerous 
to the Emperor, whofe Jealoufies encreas’d with his 
Years, and taught him to be barbaroufly ungrate¬ 
ful to the moft deferving of all his Servants, 
who had been the Support of the Empire, 


Reftorer of her ancient Military Glory, 
after this Alblavius^ Mar.cellus , and Sergius , Men of 


one 
and 

Shortly 


AConfpim- great Wealth and Intereft in the Empire, con 
c.y aga'mft fpj r ’d againft Juftinian , and had agreed to kill him 

f* r by Night in his Chamber 5 whether urg’d to it by 

^erd. his Ingratitude to Belifarius , or upon fome other 

Provocations cccafion’d by the Infirmities of Age, 
is uncertain. The thing was difcover’d by fome 
whom Jblavius had acquainted with their Confpi' 

racy, and invited ’em to be Aflbciates in it} where- 

upou 


1 



2 
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% 

upon they were all feii’d with their Swords about 

, but Mafcellusj before he could be perfuaded 


em 


to furrender his to the Officer, who had theCharge 
of him, drew it out and ftabb’d himfelf. When 
they were brought feverally to Examination, Ser¬ 
gius accus’d Belifarius as privy to the Defign, 
which Reafon the Emperor, to whom his 


for 
;reat 

Virtues and Deferts had already render’d him ob¬ 
noxious, immediately depriv’d him of all his Em¬ 
ployments, confifcated his Rftate, and threw him 
into Prifon} tho* he was releas’d the Year follow¬ 
ing, and upon a Re-examination of his Cafe, re- 
ftor’d to all his Employments, which he enjoy’d, 
without any further Difgrace, ’till his Death. Such 
is the Account we have of the latter End of this 
Great Man, which we have drawn from the moft 
Authentick Writers of that Age, and which fee ms 
more agreeable to Truth, than what has fince been 
impos’d upon the World by the Partisans of the 
Papacy, who tell us Jufiinian did not only ftrip 
him of all he had, but pluck’d out his Eyes, and 

reduc’d him to fuch ext re am Poverty, that he was 
forc’d 


to beg 


his Bread from Door to Door 


through the Streets o^Conjlantinople ; and that God 

infli&ed this juft Punifhment upon him for 




j 


his unjuft and violent Proceedings againft Syl 
Biftiop of Rome , in Complaifance to Theodora the 
Emprefs. Whether the one Account or the other 
be true, he is fet before us as an Example of all Hu 
man Honour and Greatneft, and may teach us to pur 
fue fomething more fubftantial and immutable. 

Jujitnian was continually at War in one 

during the greateft: 


Tho 

Part of the World or another 


-AVJi Ui aiiULUei 3 AJUlUfg cue glCc&lClL 

part of his Reign, yet he manag’d that by his 
Lieutenants abroad, whilft he buffed himfelf at 

home in Religious Difputes, and Buildings, as well Juftiniaa 

capacious Caftles, as of 


of whole Cities 


and 


Churches and Hofpitals 




o 


His 


Buildings, which SuUmg 


w 

\ 


were 
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Patriarchof Antioch^ when tfarofe and all his o 


ther Defigns were interrupted by Death 
took him fuddenly away, to the great Benefit of 
the Church, who, ’till the Evening of his Reign, 
had been an Ornament and Support to it, after be 
had Reign’d thirty eight Years and feven Months. 


which Juftiman 


Dies . 


It’s no wonder. 





during fo long an Ad mini- His elm 


ftration of Affairs, and a Reign fo active, this Em 
peror has expos’d himfelfi in fome Particulars, 


racier . 


to 


the Reprehenfion of thofe, who often enquire into 
the Faults of other Men with more Malice than 
Integrity. He had been more than Man if he had not 


made fome Trips in 


fo long a 


Race, and when 


there were fo many Snares and Impediments that 
lay full in his way; and yet the greateft Faults 
that upon any Colour of Reafon can be urg'd a- 
ainft him, feerri rather the Effefts of Human In 
rmity than Perverfenefs of Will. His uxorious 
Temper gave his Wife Theodora a great Afcendant 



over him 


j 


who being her felf a devoted Eutychian 


His interefting 


made ufe of her Intereft and Authority in him to 
the Support of that Here fie, whereby the Church 
received no fmali Damage, and which created him 
fome Enemies, who perhaps would otherwife have 
been more tender to his Memory, 
himfelf fo zealoufly in the Factions of the Circus 
was a Fault not eafily to be excus’d, any more 
than his frequent and fevere Exactions; tho’ the 
Mony rais'd by ’em was*neither hoarded up, nor 
apply ? d to the Gratification of any unlawful Plea- 
fures, but employ’d in the Payment of his nume 
rous Forces, and in publick Buildings, fo that in a 
manner it may be faid to return back to the Publicly 
like Fountains whofe continu’d Streams haften back 
to the Sea, from whence they had their 
In all his Exa&ions, with which he is fo heavily 


9 



charged, he took care to abftain from Sacrilege; as 

appears in his Behaviour to Juliana, his near Rela 
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Care was by fome A£fc of Favour to ingratiate hitn- 

felf with the People, who made great Complaints 
of the Debts owing ’em by his Uncle, which he 
immediately gave Order fiiould be paidoutof the 
Publick Treafury j after which he appeas’d the Fa¬ 
ctions of the Circus, which had given Birth to fo 
many Diforders, as has been obferv’d before. The 
People were in general difpleas’d withjuftinian for 
abolilhing the Office of Conful, thereby taking 
from ’em the Power of chufing their own Magi- 
ftrates, the only Mark they had left of their anci- 
I ent Liberty j Juflin therefore promis’d to reftore 
that Office, and accordingly took that Title upon 
him the firft of January , and gave the People (uch 
a Donative as was ufual upon that Solemnitynot- 
with (landing which this Office was again laid afidc, 
almoft as foon as reviv’d. Seeing fome new Trou¬ 
bles had crept into the Church towards the latter 
End of Juflinians Reign, he endeavour’d to re- 
compofe it by an EdiCt publifh’d to that Purpofc 
wherein he exhorted every one to embrace and per* 
fevere in the Purity of Faith. At the fame time 
he fent Vhotinus , Belifarius his Son-in-Law, to A~ 
lexandria , to appeafe fome Differences which trou¬ 
bled the Repofe of the Church there. 

Such was the Beginning of Juftin' s Adminiftra- 
tion, in which he gave the World a Promife of a 
vigilant and virtuous Prince *, but he quickly grew 
weary of doing well, and gave himfelf up to the 
Power of Luft, and the Satisfaction of his brutifli 
Appetite, railing great Sums of Mony by unlawful 
Means, and fquandering it away again upon profli¬ 
gate Pleafures. All the Offices in the Empire were 
fet to fale, and the very Preferments of the Church 
fold to the moft unworthy and vileft fort of Peo¬ 
ple, who had Wealth enough to purchafe 

thereby impioufly affronting that God which at 
firft he pretended fo much to honour. 
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Not long after his Entrance upon the Confulfhip; 
Chagan , King of the Avari or Afiattck Scythians^ 
fent his Ambaffadors to demand the Tribute, or 
Penlion, Juftintan had formerly paid ’em, to pur- 
chafe the Quiet of his Provinces, and prevent their 
Irruptions into the Territories of the Empire. Jn* 
Jim gave ’em a peremptory Refufal, and threaten’d 

to chajlife their Infolence , if they prefum'd to offer a - 
tiy Violence to bis Subjects , or attempt any thing pre¬ 
judicial to his Service . This refolute Anfwer pro* 
ceeded from fome Negotiation which was then on 
Foot between him and the Twrks^ call’d heretofore 
the Ataffagetesj a People inhabiting thofe Parts that 
border upon the Tanais , towards the Eaft, who 
began then to be known by that Name to the 
World, and by their Ambaffadors had made him 
feveral rich Prefents, defiring him not to enter in¬ 
to an Alliance with the Avari , their declar’d E- 
nemies. As Juftin by his Courage and Confidence 
highly obliged the People, who abominated the 
Name of Tribute, fo the Year following he dif- 
gufted all fober, judicious Perfons by his bloody 

Juftin Actions. Being entangled with two contrary Vices, 

turm Cru* C rU glty and Cowardice, he gave the World feve- 

e * ral Inftances both of the one and the other. He 

had a near Kinfman call’d Jujtin , in great Ho¬ 
nour and Efteem with the People, who then re- 
fided near the Danube to reftrain the Incurfions of 
the Barbarians. Being equal in Birth and Ex¬ 
pectation, they had formerly Covenanted with 
each other, that which fo ever of the two fiiould 
be in time advanc’d to the Imperial Dignity, 
Ihould treat the other as the Firft and molt Ho¬ 
nourable Perfon, after himfelf, in the Empire. But 
Juftin^ who had now obtain’d the Purple, grew 
fearful and jealous of his Coufin’s Virtues, fo that 
inftead of being juft to the Promife he had for¬ 
merly made him, he refolv’d to deftroy him y in 

order 
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Zi/# Inch ant ment s. The People were not 

more offended at his, Crueky towards Juftmus , 
than pleas’d with his Proceedings againft theft; two 
Perfons, for whether they were guilty of the 


Crime with which they were charg’d or no, they 
were undoubtedly very wicked Perfons ^ for Ad« 
d&us was addicted to unnatural Pieafures, and M- 


therms, in the Reign of Juft 


3 


♦ 

had robb’d both 


3 


the Innocent and Guilty, the Living and the Dead 
by his Calumnies and malicious Informations* 

This A& was follow’d by another the next Year, 

, and beneficial to 


lefs agreeable to the People 


the State. The Emperor was fubjeCfc to a Vertigo, 

or Dizzinefs in his Head, which hinder’d him from 

appearing often in Publick, or giving Audience to 
the People j and when he did they flock’d to him 
with Petitions, and Complaints againft many of the 
Senators and Great Perfons in the Court, who grie- 
voully burden’d and opprefs’d ’em. The Empe 


ror, obferving that after feveral Redrefles of that 


kind the People 



fag 


mplain’d of their hard U 




feverely reproach’d the Senate for counte 


nancing fuch Tyrannical Fra&ices 5 threatning,un 


lefs they reftor’d to every Man his own 


5 


he 


w 


odd 




fee ’em punifh’d without any regard had to their 
Quality, or Relation to his Perfon. When all this 
prov’d ineffectual one of the Senators undertook 
at the hazard of his Life, to prevent the like Vi 
olence for the future, provided the Emperor would 
make, him PrasfeCt of the City, and fupport him 

» % — - ^ w ** Am 

with 



Authority 


Juft 


readily 


pted of 



w 


his Terms, and eftablifh’d him in the Office 

happen'd one Day, whilft the new PraefeCl 

hearing Caufes upon the Bench, a poor Woman 
came to complain of 


of the Principal Magi 

ftrates, who had robb’d her of all fhe was worth 

» 

fent her with a Warrant 


9 


whereupon the 

to the Offender 



3 


requiring him to appear* 


and 

make 
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Theory- Their firft Habitation is by the concurrent 

ml of the g reeme nt of moft Writers allow’d to be Scanzia 
Lom ar s.^ Scandinavia 5 a large Feninfula in the Kingdom 

of Denmark^ andthat as the Goths , Fan da Is and 


9 


the 



in their 


Gepida 

Itinguifti’d, upon feveral Gccafions 



tho’ di 
diffefen 


Names, fo it is moft certain, that thefe Lombards 


were defcended from the Gepida 


who 


wei 



call’d, becaufe when the Goths made an Expedition 
out of Scanzia in three Ships, they fail’d flower 
than the reft, and fettled, for the prefent, in an 

Wand upon the Vijiula, which, when their Mul- 

d. was too little to contain, and 


tituaes 


• « 

nourifli’em all; whereupon 



Part, call’d 


ter wards Lombards , was by Lot com pell’d to 


their Native Country, and feek 


new Habit 


a 


no ns* 


After feveral Adventures and Chang 


or 


Fortune they fettled in Ritgta , where they conti 



for fome time under the Government 


La 


ijfiO) and fais SucceiTors', ’till at length Godohoc the 
Third, according to fome, but as others will have 

ndoin, the ninth King in Order from Lamijfio 

into PannOnia* where their Name firft be 



it 


led ’em 




gan to be known to the World, and where they 
grew confpicuous for their many Victories obtain’d 
over their Neighbours, and Alliances with Foreign 
Princes \ for Alboin , who fucceedcd his Father 

, was thought confi 
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in the Government 

% 

derable enough to marry the Daughter of Clotaire , 
King of the Franks. He was a very warlike and 


a 

•< 

a 

M * 

>\ 

Bv 


f. 


prudent Pr 


> 


not only well skilFd in the Arcs 


of Government, but happy in the Invention offuch 




* 


Weap 
the War 


3 


as from his Time were much 



m 


Havin 



conquer’d the Gepida 


wliofe 


King, Cunimundus , he flew in the Battel, the Em 

■ rt* * . t * f . -• -_ ' 

peror jujUnian 


with him 
W ars again ft the Goths 9 


thought fit to enter 
Accordingly he affifted Narfe 


Alliance 

his 


in 


and 


9 


whift that Great 

Man 


* 




<2hap. Ill- LVII- Juftin 

* 

Man continu’d in Favour at Court, they were 
ready to ferve the Romans upon all Occafions. 
Narfes had for thirteen Years together govern’d 
Italy, as the Emperor’s Lieutenant.with much Re 

V _ • 1 1 


21 t 


* 4 


r 


putation, in which time it was improv’d beyond 
Imagination; the late Peace, which upon the final 
Conqueft of the Goths was firmly eftablifti’d, made 
room for a juft and regular Execution of the Laws, 
and that gave Encouragement to Trade and Com*- 

| merce, by which the Inhabitants grew exceeding- 
1 ly enrich’d; the Towns were opulent, and the 


i • \ 
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v; 
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| Country fruitful 
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that there was nothing want 


ing to make "cm compleatly happy, but a juft and 
grateful Senfe of their Happinefs \ inftead of which 
the Common People grew Wanton and Luxurious, 
the Great ones Proud and Ungrateful. Tho’there 


| was nothing they had juft Reafon to envy in o 




b'i, 

V 1 ’ . 





<f: 


thers, which they had not abundantly in them 
felves, they look’d, with a malicious Eye, upon 
the Wealth and Authority of Narfes , of whom 
they complain’d to the Emperor, as of a Tyrant, 
who, bv his Arbitrary Proceedings, made'em wifh 


v*< 


em 






S& 


the Dominion of the Goths reftor’d among 
fo much happier were they under them, than un¬ 
der the Government of that Eunuch, who tyran¬ 
nis’d over them with an unbounded Pride, whilft 
their mod virtuous and pious Prince was kept in 
Ignorance of their Sufferings. For this Rcafon Narfes 






-*W, 


the Emperor recall’d him out of Italy , fent for calUoHt 
him to Conflantinople , and appointed Longinus , a 


of Italy. 


m Patrician, to fucceed him in the Government of 



- S 


• > 






♦ « 


e 


the Weft. 


1 






Narfes , who well knew what 


powers 




-5 , ■ 

m. 


ful Enemies he had at Court, refolv’d not to ven 
ture himfelf at Conflantinople , but retir’d from Rom& 
to Naples , as a Place of greater Security, where 


he was very much belov’d and efteem’d. Here he 

ferioufly confulted with his Friends about his own 


1 
I 


Safety 


5 


efpecially when he was inform’d that the 



z 


Em^ 



I 


ill 
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Emprefs, by way of Derifion, threaten’d to fend 



that Eunuch home 


5 


and fe 


him 


a 


mong her Women 


Inrag 


J 


Spanning 


a 



at this J rifolent Refle 


£lion 


he reply’d, He was ready to undergo any Fu 


it 


ijhment he had juftly deferv'd , but would 

the Tower of his Enemies to ufe him ill 


put 



he had fo eminently fignali%'d himfelf in his Services 
to the Empire | concluding, That he would have 

the Emprefs know he was going to Spin her fuch a 
Thread* as neither She 


nor any 

(hould be able to unravel whilft fo 



her 


liv'd 


Mmions 

And 





j 



mov’d both by Fear and Difdain, he fent imme 
diately and iifvited the Lombards into Italy , 

mifing Alboin , with whom he was well acquainted, 

invites the to open him a Paffage into the Country. With 
Lombards thefe Meffengers he fent feveral Prefents to Alboin 

into it. 



and his chief Favourites, amongft the reft fome 
the beft Fruits the Country afforded, as Baits to 
allure ’em. Baronius ,and feveral others of his Fol¬ 


lowers, reje£t this Account 


fabulous 


5 


alleging 


that Narfes had been recall’d the Year before 


Juft 



at whofe Inauguration he affifted, and con 
d in great Credit at Conflantinople ; and this 

Poet 


a 


they affert upon the Authority of Choripp 
and Grammarian of Africk, who flourifti’d in that 
Age, and was then living in the Imperial City, 
Thii Objeftion Father Tetau i the Jefuit, has veq 
learnedly remov’d, proving that what Chorippm 
fpoke was of another Narfes much younger rhar 
this General, and that there were three of tha 
Name living at that time} the firft was the re 
nown’d Deliverer of Italy , who dy’d, and wa 



fmry’d at Rome fome time after he had call’d 

^ ^ ^ ^ 

Lombards } the fecond was the Brother of Aratius 
and the third that Narfes of whom Ghorippu 
makes mention in his Poem, who was young, an 
hand fome to a Miracle, who bore Arms for th 


Emperor Juft 


the fecond Year of his Reigr 


an 
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| in it. He began his March about the beginning 
| of Aprily in the third Year of Juflin the younger, 
§ the ninth of John the Third Pope of Rome, in the 
j| fird Indiftibn, A. D. f<s8. 

8 Alboin enter’d into Italy by the way of IJlria 9 
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Juftin II. 
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and who was burnt alive by the Command of Phocas, 

in the Year <50f . _ . 

* Whatever the Inducements were, the Lombardsm 

made all neceflary Preparations for their intended pZe $ toin- 
Jnvifion, calling the Saxons in to their Afliflance,We Italy, 
whom they promis’d a (hare in the Conqued; who, 

^ j * •_ • * -_! l >_ _ 


upon thefe Conditions, join’d with ’em to the 

Number of above twenty thoufand Men, together 
with their Wives and Children. Alboin y before 


join’d with 


alboin 


before 


his 


Expedition 


enter’d into a drift Alliance 


with the Hunns, the mod powerful of his Neigh 


hours, to whom he left Tannonta 


* 


with this Re 


i 

ferve 

back. 


That if the Lombards 


diould be forc’d 


they fliould have free Liberty to re-enter 


upon their former FofTeffions. 


Having concerted 


fuch Meafures as he thought neceflary for fo great 


an Undertaking 


j 


he fet forward with all his Na 


tion, their Wives and Children, and whatever elfe 
of value they had in Pannonia , out of which they 
remov’d after a Continuance of forty two Years 


in it. 


and the Country of Venetia 


1 


ry liiu way i 

without meeting any 




m 

»• 


«• 
Wi 


m 

m 

w. ■ 

"'H' 
•.. * . 




one in his March that offer’d to oppofe him* for 
his Army, being chiefly compos’d of Pagans and 
Ariansy drove the whole World with Terror be¬ 
fore it. Paulinusy Patriarch of Aquiletay retir’d jn« 
to an Hland adjoining with the mod valuable 




•sm: 


m 


to an Ifland adjoining with the mod valuable 
Utenfils of his Church ; and the greated part of 

the Inhabitants fav’d themfelvcs in the Venetian 

• 1 

Iflands, fo that Aquiletay being almod totally a- 
bandon’d, open’d the Gates and receiv’d the TCino^ 


being almod totally a 


5 




as did likewife Friuly 


open’d the Gates and receiv’d the King 


9 


where 


Alboin confider’d 


33 
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which 
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in a manner, were the Gates of Italy , and 


P 5 


through 
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the 



Hiflory. 


Yol. IV; 


through which every Invader was firft to force 

his Paffage, After fome Debate with himfelf he 

his Nephew, 


on 



A. D 

9 V 

57 °. 


conferr’d the Gharg 

and Matter of the Horfe, a Perfon in every Re 
fpe£t fit for the Employment. By this means Friuli 
was ere£ted into a Dutchy, and has continu’d as 
fuch ever fince. Here Alboin difpers’d his Forces 


into Winter Qu 


5 


where they found all forts 


ofProvifions in great Abundance, for the preceding 
Summer had afforded fuch a Plenty of all Things 


Age could ever equal 
The Winter being 


Alboin mov’d forward 


with his Army, through which he had eftablifil’d 


exa£fc Difcipl 




forbidding ’em under the feve 


reft Penalties to affront or difoblisze the Inhabitants 


5 


whofe Friendfhip and good Will he was very defi- 
rous to purchafe. As he drew near to Trevifo , Fe - 
//x 3 Bifhop of the Place, came out and demanded 
an Exemption for his Church and Diocefs, which 
he very bountifully granted. After he had taken 
the City, which yielded without any Refiftance, 
and put a Garrifon into it, he march’d on to Yin* 

centra , Verona , md Trent 9 both which readily fur 



render’d to him, fo that he was now poffefs’d 


all the confiderable Towns in that Quarter, except 
Tadua , Mantua and Cremona , which he thought 


not fit to attack 
out of the Way 




either becaufe they lay too much 

for that he knew they were 


fupply’dwith fufficient Garrifons, and would take up 
too much of his Time if he ftay’d to befiege ’em 


Thus 


ded the fecond Year of his Exped 


and he had now got a good Footing in Italy 1 



become Mafter 


Venetia 
what w 
the ele^ 


of the greateft Part 



? 


which comprehended much more than 


at 


prefent aflign to Venice , making 



ions into which Augufl 


divided 


Italy. Alboin , upon the firft Return of the Spring 


enter’d with his Army into Lig 
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where the 

Peoph 
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People were fo terrify’d at his Approach that they 
left their Habitations, and hid themfelves, 


with 



off. 


in 


fueh of their Effefts as they could car 
the moft remote and inacceffible Parts of the Moun 


tains 



that he 


d Erefc 


Bergamo 


Lodi 


5 
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ft 
ft 
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C&100, and all the Towns thereabouts, up as far 
the ^/p-r, without any Oppofition, and at laft ad¬ 
vanc’d towards Milan , the Capital of the Country. 
Honoratus , who was at that time Bifhop of the 

Forces in the Town 
it’d with the principal 
Iboin had the Gates o- 
pen’d to him at the firft Summons, for he had 
threaten’d to deftroy all with Fire and Sword 


Place, feeing there were 

fufficient for its Defence 

« 

nhabitants to Genoa 


9 


i ^ 


9 


and 


si 



they forced him 


to make a Breach in the Wall 


Here he was firft proclaim’d King of Italy, as wcllrhe Begin- 
by the Inhabitants as Soldiers j and from this time»% of the 

Lorn- K j n Z ddm °f 

the Lorn- 

m I* 


Hiftorians give Date to the Kingdom of 


hards 


in 


Italy 


which continu’d for the 




two hundred Years and upwards. Alboin hi 
thus invefted with the Royalty march’d from 
lan to Pavia r which was well forcify’d, and fur- 
nifti’d with a very ftrong Garrifon, and all forts of 
Provifion and Ammunition} for this Reafon find¬ 
ing there was no Probability of its yielding he left 
Part of his Army to block it up, and with the 


C ww * s * 

ot bards 
Ig taly 


reft laid Siege to Placentia 


9 


Parma 


Modena 


9 


and 


other Midland Cities, all which he enter’d with lit 


tie 


Refiftance: From thence he march’d 


to Umbria , where he took Spoletto , which he com¬ 
mitted to the Cuftody of a Governor, dignify’d 
with the Title of a Duke. The fame he did with 
the other Cities of ar 

ted to his Obedience, moft of which have retain’d 


Confequence that fubmit- 


the Title of Dutchies to this Day 

Whilft this wonderful Progrefs of the Barbari 
ans in the Weft threaten’d a Subverfion to the Im 
perial Authority there, the Empire feem’d to re 

ceive 
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The Arme¬ 
nians revolt 

to the Em- 

^ • f 

few. 


A.D. 
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ceive fome Recompence in the Submiffion of the 
Armenians , who fubjecfced themfelves to and 

implor’d his Prote£fcion. They had for a tong time 
been Vaflals to the Perfians , who had us’d ’em fyith 
much Severity upon the Account of their Religi¬ 
on, which at length provok’d ’em to throw off the 
Yoke and apply themfelves to the Emperor, who 
readily accepted of the Conditions, and fwore fo- 

lemnly to affift ’em. Upon which Encouragement 

they unanimoufly rofe up, and cruelly murder’d all 
the Perfians that were among ’em,! renouncing at 
once their Duty to their lawful Soveraign, and all 
the Ties of Nature as well as Chriftianity, of which 
they made an outward Profeffion, but diflionour’d 
it by their Inhumanity and Difobedience. 

Chofroes upon the firft Alarm charg’d the Empe¬ 
ror with thefe clandeftine and faithiefs Proceedings, 
to which juft in refolutely anfwefd, That the 
Truce was expir'd, and that it did not become his 
Dignity or Profeffion to -deny his Prote&ion and 
Affiilance to Ghriftians, demanding it againft thofe 
who cruelly opprefs’d ’em upon the Account of 
their Faith. This Reply would have appear’d 
great and generous, had he arm’d himfelf by any 
timely Preparations againft that Storm which he 
knew it muft necefiarily draw upon himfelf and 
thofe whofe Caufe he had efpous’d: Inftead of 

which he wallow’d in his wonted Senfualities and 

4 * 

Delights. Upon a Report that Chofroes was railing 
a powerful Army in order to reduce the Armeni¬ 
ans, he fent Martianus , one of the Captains of his 
Guards, into the Ea,ft, but without Soldiers, Arms, 
or any warlike Provifions, fo that he was forc’d to 
enroll fuch Vagabonds and indigent Wretches as he 
met in his way 5 with whom having by chance de¬ 
feated a fmall Body of Perfians, on whom he fell 
before they were aware of his comingj or prepar’d 

to receive ’em, he had the Confidence to fet down 

J ’ with 


Chap. III. 
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with his ragged Regiment before the City of Nh 
fibis y the Gates of which the Inhabitants fcorn’d to 
ihur 5 reviling the Roman Aftny as a parcel of merce¬ 
nary Slaves polled there to watch the Sheep, rather 
than befiege any defenlible Town. In the mean time 
Cbofroes having mufter’d his Forces divided bis Ar¬ 
my into two Farts, committing one of ’em to the 
Conduft of Artabanus y his General, with Orders 
to wafte the Roman Territories near Antioch , and 
attempt that City $ whilft he march’d with the o 
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ther over the Tigris , in order to raife the Siege of 
Nifibis , which the Romans themfelves had done be 
fore his Arrival. For Juftin y who thought his Or¬ 
der fufficient to take the Town, without the Alii- 

% 

fiance either of Men or Warlike Engines, was high- 

incens'd againft Martianus for prolonging the 
Siege, and fent Acacius y a proud, arrogant Man, to 
degrade him from his Martial Dignity, and deprive 
him of all his Military Employments. This was 
to be done upon the Confines unknown to the Ar¬ 
my, but when the Officers underftood their Cap 
tain was caffaier’d they immediately threw away 
their Arms and quirted the Siege, rendring the Em¬ 
peror exceedingly ridiculous to all Mankind for his 
extravagant Conceits, or rather fenfelefs Stupidity. 
Artabanus having ere this pafs’d the Euphrates had 
been repuls’d from Antioch, lately re-built 
handful of Men, who preserv'd the City beyond 
| Expe&ation y after which he march’d to Apamea 
which he pillag’d and burnt, contrary to his Faith 
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for it furrender’d upon honourable Conditi 
From thence he march’d to join the King^ 
who was preparing to befiege Daras y which held 
out againft him for five Months, but was taken in 
the end, either through the Carclelsnels or Trca- 

The Emperor loft in this 


i 


chery of the Governor. 

Siege the Flower of his Army, which, o 

with the Lofs of the Place, it being a Town of the 

greateft 
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Chap. 
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During thefc Tranfaftions in the Eaft Pavia 
taken by the Lombards 


great Refolution for three Years togeth 
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Pavia ta- 

after k had held out with \ en b 

Lombards. 


y 

9 


4 * 

}?. 
•i 

' J 

k. 

r 

»# 

4 k 


IT* Alb am 

who had not been fo oppos’d any where before 
and difdaining to meet with fo much Refiftance 
there, had fworn to put all the Inhabitants to death ; 
but as he was entering the City on Horfeback his 
Hoi fe fell under him at the Gate, and all the Strength 




and Art they had could 


raife him again, tho 
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they lafh’d him with their Whips, and the King 

gor’d him deep with his Spurs: Whereupon a Low- 
bard who flood near him faid, 5k, this City is full 
of Cbriftians , fo that you mu ft fir ft revoke the cruel 
Vow you have made before you will be permitted 
enter . 


Up 


this he recall’d his Oath, and pro 
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fe 
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railing Indemnity to the People his Horfe imme¬ 
diately rofe, and he pafs’d on . to the Palace built 
by Theodorich * where the People crowded to be 
hold him, and tofwear Allegiance to him; fo that 
from this time forward the Kings of the Lombards 
refided and kept their Court ufumlly in Pavia. 

After this Alboin reign’d in his new Dominions 
I without any or at leafl very little Difturbance, for 
1 tho’ his Succeflors had frequent Contefls with the 
Exarchs of Ravenna\ yet the Exarchate was then 
in its Birth, and had not Strength fufficient to con¬ 
tend with fo powerful a Rival, the Emperor think¬ 
ing it enough if his Officers there put a Stop to 
the further Progrefs of the Lombards , and fecur’d 
fo much to the Empire as was not already conquer’d 

j and Alboin’s Care was firfl to confirm 
what he had lately acquir’d, before he pufh’d on 
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to frefh Conqueils: Accordingly he endeavoured 
to eftablifh Peace and good Order throughout his 
Dominions, but was {lain by the Treachery of his 

the fourth Year of his Reign, at Verona . 


Wife 


This Princefs, call’d Rofamond , was the Daught 

of Ctmitnondy King of the Gepid& y whom Alboin 

had 


1 







ZZh 


and mur¬ 
der'd 


Tiserius. 


The Roman Btjlory. Vol. IV. 

Difpofirion, he was murder’d with his Wife Mef* 
[ana , after he had reign’d about -a Year and haift 
He being thus remov’d, the Lombards^ /who had 
fuffer’d much by his Tyranny, refolv’d to fubjeft 
themfelves no more to King?, but divided their 
Conquefts in Italy amongft thirty of their Prin¬ 
cipal Captains. This Divifion continu’d for the 


during which 


fpace of ten Years and upwards 
they behav’d themfelves with all the Barbarity 
imaginable, without any regard had either to the 
Churches or Monafteries, to the Perfons of Priefts 
or Biihops. The mo ft remarkable of thefe Dukes 

of whom Mention has been made 


were 



thefe 


and 


already, Alachis , Amo , Zaban and Rodan$ 
three laft with usaited Forces invaded France j 
having pafs’d the Alps , rifled and deftroy’d all 
where-ever they came. Gontran 5 King of Orleance , 
fent an Army againft ’em under the Condudt of 
Amatus , the Patrician, who gave’em Battel, which 
he loft together with his Tdfe 5 after which they 
rov’d with great Licence throughout Burgundy, and 
return’d with ineftimabie Spoils into Italy. Having 
tafted the Sweetnefs of this Expedition, they made 
a fecond Attempt, but were defeated near Ambrun 
a City in the higher Daupkine , by Mummulus 
of Gontran s Captains, a brave fagacious Comman¬ 
der, who flew fuch Numbers of ’em, th$t after 
this they never ventur’d to make any Irruptions 
into France , contenting themfelves with their Con- 


> 


one 


quefts in Italy , where they tyrannis’d with unpa¬ 
ralleled Cruelty, without receiving any effectual 
Oppofition from the Emperors, who were wholly 
employ’d in the Affairs of the Eaft. 

The Truce between Juflin and the King 
Terfia being almpft expir’d, and the Emperor con 
ftinuin 

ver, this Year created Tiber ms 




(till as uncapable for publick Affairs as e 


C&far 


refigning 


up to him the publick Management, referving no 


rc 


more 
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A- 


Judin 



more to himfelf than the meer Name of Emperor. 
Whilft John, the Patriarch, attended by the Princes 

— ^ - - ‘nvefting Zi‘- 

m is faid to 


and Chief Magiftrates of State 
berius with the Imperial Purple 


was 


Juft 


Let not the 


have given him this Advice 
Pomp of Worldly Greatnefs mif lead thee 

r J - " ’ 7 * ' mt0 which 

much' to the Allurements of Senje 




ard 


igle thee in fuch Difficulti 
died 



miferably plunged my felf\ nor do thou fuffi 


, nor en- 

, who 
have 
r thy 


gifu 
me to 


be rul'd by theje Men ,, pointing to the Ma- 

for they are the Perfons who have reduc'd 


me . 


that wretched Condition in which 
Fhefe Words, which he pronounc’d with 


feed 


ufual Accent, (truck the whole AlTembly with great 
Wonder, and drew Tears from feveral of them, 
but wrought more with none than him to whom 
they were addre(s’d, who immediately apply d him- 
felf with great Induftry to the Admimftration of 
Affairs, and made all poffible Preparations for a 
War. For Chofroes before the Expiration of the 

Truce had over-ran all Armenia , and was marching 


with his Army to Befiege C&ft 


9 


of Cappddoci 


Tho* Tiberius had 


the Metrop 


d a very 


powerful Army, _confifting of 

and fifty cn< 
and was in a 


one hundred 
Troops of Horfe, befides Foot, 

• . 1 • . •. VF 


n a Capacity to difpute it with the King 
of Perfea by Strength of Arms, he however chofe 
firft to try, by means of his Ambaffadors, to pro¬ 
long the Truce, and eftafelifh a good Underftand 

ing between the two Princes. But Chofroes 9 whom 
his late Succefs had render’d Haughty and In- 
folent, refus’d to give the Ambaffadors Audience, 
commanding’em, with much Arrogance, 


to follow 

ivj Kjtxj ai cu f in which 1 City perhaps he might 
hfafe to hear what they had to fay 9 but when 
he obferv’d the Roman Army advancing under the 


him to Cafe 


Command of Juft 


the Son of that Juftin who 


was murder’d at Alexandria, when he beheld their 

fliining 


2,23 
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cern’d, that he fell fick and dy'd. During his Chofroes 

Sicknefs he publilli’d a Law, whefein he forbad his dies 
Succeffors at any time to Waragainft the Romans » 
which Law was little obferv’d by the Verfian 


J 


who 


thought it gave too great 


Honour to their 



nemies 


The Account Agathias has left us of this 
Prince’s Death is fomething different from the for 


mer 


He tells 


* 


that whilft he 


d to 


t 


i 

n 


the cool Refrefhments of the Carduchian Moun¬ 
tains, in the heat of Summer, Mauritius , the Ge¬ 
neral of the Roman Army, made an Irruption into 
the Neighbouring Parts, and advanc’d, 
ftile 
ded 


manner 


5 


fo 


Ho 

to the Place where he refi 




burning all before him, that Chofroes hirnfelf 


4 - 


tl' 


I i 
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♦ * 
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► . 


beheld the Flames of the adj 


Towns 


* 


and 


was fo furpriz’d at a Spectacle fo very unufual 


within his own Dom 


* 


that he fell fickfud 


# ‘ 
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denly, and was carry’d to Ctefiphon % where he dy’d 
after a long and victorious Reign of forty eight 
Years. The fame Author makes him the moft 
valiant and fuccefsful of all their Kings from the 
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time of Cambyft 


for 


which he defervedly ac 


• J 


quir’d the Sirname of Great; and it mu ft be ac¬ 
knowledg’d that he wanted nothing but a true 
Knowledge of the Faith of Chrift to have been a 
cpmpleat Prince, being otherwife adorn’d with all 


the Virtues Moral and Political that 


requifite 


til 




f. 

K' 




Crown’d Head. Juftinian continu’d in Perjia 
towards the latter end of June^ and thenre- 
turn’d triumphantly back into the Territories of 
the Empire, having loft but very few of his Men 
in the whole Expedition. 

The Lombards all this while lay not idle in It a- The Vra 
, but under the Conduffc of FaroakP Duke of grefeoftfo 

bombards 
in Italy. 



Spolett 





furpriz’d a little Town call’d daffi. 


or 


fituated 


upon an Arm of the Sea, into 


t? 

V 


M 


which they put a Garrifon, defigning it as a Curb 
upon Ravenna, near which it flood*, and where 

Tgr V: * 

Longi - 
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from it the tinie 
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Helm 


_which Tiberius fate at the 

but finee all publicfe Affairs were nAanag’d 

• a t\ ' & * r /I* 1 *f* ' ^ f ^ 

ufe of 




War 


... his Name, and his 

in every thing relating to Pea^ m 

his Reign cannot be faid properly to begin ’till his 

nparh ?«/?£». a little before his 



Death, call’d 



Juft 

to him 


» 



in the 



of the Senate and Patriarch gave hiin this Advice, 

he, thefe Imperial Ornaments conferred 

’ecret Will and Pleafure of God) ra 




ation 


this will 



thee 


10 govern wuu w/*w- 

flain'd with innocent Blood 


Mercy 


f trus* mi,* vi 

and to keep thy Hands un 


Honour 


('meaning 

fift 



ia the Emprefsj to 



Mother 


•r 


wert 




a Servant 


9 


and 


now her Son % behave 



fit wifb as tender 
Own private Concerns . 
and what thou muft be 
I have been - and what now / 9 


to the Pub lick 



1 


as 


thy 


Confider what thou hafl been r 

r thou well knowefl what 




Pride 


9 


and 



thou 


fll be 



from Sin . Thefe thou 


here beholdefi are not fo much thy Servants 



when 



feejl 
then ifi thy view 


Chil 

them think the Common 



tn 



ence 



good Qualities I have made thee Emperor, for the fake 


> \ 



who are as dear to me 


my 


own Bowels 


have 



Care of the Army 9 pre 


V 

r. 


* \ 


ferriw none to any Command in it that are 


m 


\ r 


initiate or Imprudentprotett the Rich in their law 

fulPofeffi . 

What 



and relieve the Neceffities of the Poor, 
now advife thee to is the Refult of 'nif owti 
Experience, and therefore thou mafft with morefafe- 
ty follow it •, and may that God , which made Heaven 








f * * 
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x, 


and Earthy put that into thy Heart which 
forgotten . After this, as he was proceeding in his 
Difcourfe to the fame Purpofe, his Fit return’d, 
and carry’d him off. Tho* Paulus Diaconus 



'll • 
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m 




•t 
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i 


that 


Covetoufnefs 


Jujlin 


was 


9 


and 


all 


extreamly addi£ted 
the 



Writers 


Q* 
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to 

of 

that 
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Tiberius having thus fccur’d himfelf againft any 
Domeftick Attempts began to provide for the pub- 
lick Security of the Empire, and fent his Ambaila- 
dors to Hormifda, King of Ferfia , with Propofitions 

of a Peace between the two Crowns, which were 

% 

with much Arrog 


jefted by Hormifd 


i 


a 


young, tyrannical Prince; whereupon Tiberius k nt 
powerful Army againft him, which, after an ob 


Ainate Fight, defeated the Ferfu 


and took their The Peril 


xiiiidtc riguif ucicaicu uiv, jl vrjwns) uuu luuiv tncii 

Camp, the Spoil of which was given up to the*" 5 


Soldiers 


9 


excepting the Royal Pl$te and Treafure 
which was carry’d upon twenty Elephants to Con 


ftantinople , together with a great number of Pri 


» 


loners 


? 


who 


9 



the Emperor's Command 


* 


were 


richly doath’d, and fee at Liberty 


Hormifda^ notwithstanding this Defeat, conti 
d averfe to the Peace, and levying a greater Ar 

for 



my than any of his Predeceflbrs had 
long time before, he fent it towards the Border 

under the Command of his two Generals, Tamo 

bofrnes and Aduarmanes\ for by reafon of 


a 


a 


i 


ate 

Overthrow, and the Danger his Perfon was in, he 
made a Law that no King of Ferjia fhould be pre- 
fent in Feribn at any Battel for the future. Tibe 
rius had, from the beginning of his Power in the 
Empire, been purchafing great Numbers of Slaves 
from the Hunns and other Barbarians, whom he 


order’d carefully to be inftrufred in the Art of 
War; thefe he now form’d and divided into regular 
Troops* committing ’em to the Care of Mauriti¬ 
us, his General, who had Orders to ioin the reft 

of the! 
gainft th tFerfi 

much Valour and Condutt in this War 


in Mefopotamia t and make Head a- 

Mauritius behav’d himfelf with 

may be 


. v-»uuuv(vi- iu lL i io vr ai | ao iiidy u 

gather’d from the Writings of Evagrius, who pro 
mis’d to leave Pofterity a particular Account of 
which however was not perform’d by him 


5 


other 


9 


at leaft 


) 


the Length of Time 


any 


CL 3 


j 


fome un¬ 
happy 


1 } 


jj 



zzo 


The 




happy 



have depriv’d 


of it 


Vol. IV 

He tells 


Mauritius us briefly that he took from the Ferfians fuchTowns 
his Exploits an( j F orts as he iude’d flood m o .ft convenient for 

Perils ^ J ° 


them, and got fuch great Booty that he peopled 

Iqng time 



{lands and Countries, that had 


habited 


with 



Capt 


of whom he had 


Numbers fufficicnt to form Armies, which fought 


the Emp 


ully againft other Nations at Enmity with 


fbat he defeated Tamochofy 


not 


by the Force of his Arms, but by his own moft 
cm pi ary Piety,and Dependance upon God Almigh¬ 
ty \ that, on the other hand, Aduaw^anes was over¬ 
thrown purely by his ConduCt, and the Courage of 

Soldiers, and that at a time when uilamundam 

U* ' 
w 

and 

* 

& 

contrary to a moft folemn Promife, refus’d to aflfift 


General of the Arabians, had betray’d him 




3 


3 


him againft other Arabians who had embrac’d his 
Enemies Caufe*, and Theodoricb , King of the Scy¬ 
thians, had, at the firft Onfet, fhamefully deferted 

• i is the Subftance of what is left us by 
Evagrius concerning this War, which, tho* it is 
thought to have beg 


lerius 


3 


d ’till 


the fecond Year of Ti 

f ' . . • ’ 

may reafonably be fuppos’d to have conti- 

his Death. And here Baronins* who 


r* 


for want of a true Information found himfelf una¬ 
ble to wait on Mauritius into the Field, is pleas'd 
to attend him back, after his Victory, to Cour 


3 


whither he was recall’d by the Emperor j and 
terrains his Reader by the way with fuch wonder 
ful Predictions concerning Mauritius his future Ad 
vancement to the Empire, as feem to-require 


ftronger Authority than that upon which he deli- 

, Mauritius being recall’d to 


vers em 


However 


Mai 

TltJS. 


Court was receiv’d with great Demonftrations 



AfFeCtion by Tiberius , who marry’d him to his 


Daughter Conf 


* 


and created him Cafe, 



bout the fame time Hormifda , whofe great Cruelty 

at home and ill Suecefs abroad had drawn upon hirr 

the 
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the ill Will of his Subje6b, fent his AmbafTadors 

to negotiate a Truce with the Emperor, which 
was at length concluded, tho’ not long obferv’d, as 

we {hall fee hereafter. 

Whilft Tiberius his Arms were thus employ’d for 
the Defence of the Empire in the Eaft, he was no 
lefs follicitous for the Purity of the Faith and Pro- 
teffion of the Catholick Religion in the Weft, as 
appears from the Succours fent to Hermenigild , the 
Son of Leuvigildj King of the Goths in Spain . Leu - 
vigild was a profefs'd Arlan , and a declar’d Enemy 
to the Orthodox Chriftians, notwithstanding which 
Childebert , King of Auftrafia, was perfuaded to 

his Son, 



marry his Sifter Ingonda to 
and accordingly fent her royally attended into Spaing 
where when {he was arriv’d all Arts were us’d to 


in 


mak^ her renounce her Faith and turn Anan % 
which {he was fo far from complying that fhe con¬ 
verted her Husband, who was entirely convinc’d 






by the Strength of her Reafon, and charm’d by her 
prudent Behaviour. His Father had, before the 
Marriage, fettled upon him part of his Dominions 
and among other Cities that of Seville , where he 
ufually refided, and where he^firft made a publick 
Profeffion of the Catholick Faith, and which, ac* 
cording to Gregory of Tours , provok’d his Father to 
declare War againft him j tho’ th e Spanifh Writers 
affirm 

volt 


* 


j 


* 


that Hermenigild himfelf was forc’d to re 
by the cruel Treatment he receiv’d from his 
Mother-in-law, who had gain’d an abfolure Afcen? 
dant over the King, and that he furpriz’d and for¬ 
tify’d Sevillei and feveral other Places, for his own 
Security. Whatever the Provocation was it gave 
a Beginning t-o a bloody War between the Goths in 


A 
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t 


and rais’d a cruel Perfecution againft the 
infomuch that many Catholicks, terrify’d 


4 

■X 

>3 

U ■ 


Y 


Spain 

Faithful 

by the Sufferings of others, were forc’d to fubmit 
to an Abjuration, among whom were fome Priefts, 

Q^4 and 


tjt 



.D 


\ 
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Chap. Ill 

between Writers in that Particular whereas fome 
place hisDeath in theYear £§< 5 , others referittothis 
very Year, and tho 3 the latter Affertion feems to 
be fupported with theftrongeftReafonlfhall leave 
the Reader to his Choice, who perhaps may think 
the thing fo indifferent in it felf as to deferve no 
farther Conlideration. Some time before his Death 
he order’d Mauritius to be inverted with the Impe¬ 
rial Robes, at which Solemnity were prefent John 
the Patriarch of Constantinople , and another John 
an Orator, who, in the Emperor’s Name, and by 


*33 


his Command, advis’d Mauritius to ratfe his Frede 
eejfor a beautiful Monument 



well 


governing 


the 


People he had left to his Charge , and adorn his Tomb 
with his Virtues } to refrain the Infolence of Power bg 
the Force of Reajfon , and wifely fleer the dubious fVej- 
fet of Authority by the jleady Arts of Pbilofophy: 




Not to think he as far furpafs d others in Wifdom as 
he was advanc'd above 'em in Empire , but to lifien to 
the wholefom Couhfels of his Friends , and to prefer 
Plain - dealing to Flattery; To have no other Opinion 
of the Purple with which be was invejled than of the 
vilefl Rag , but to confider it rather , from the deepnefs 
of its Colour , as the Mourning Weeds of Monarchy , 
and that he was not call'd by it to the Exercife of a - 
ny immoderate Power , but rather to undergo a fplendid 
Servitude . This Oration, pronounc’d in Tiberius 
his Name, drew Tears from the whole Aflembly, 
who however applauded his Choice, in appointing 
fo worthy a Perfon for his Succeffor. 

His Death was attended with the general La- His cba~ 
mentations of the People: He was a Prince of 
moft beautiful Stature, and a Prefence truly com- 
pos 3 d to Majefty : He was by Nature fo courteous 


and 


engaging 


that all Men were allur’d, at the 


very firft Addrefs, to love him: He thought it the 
great Duty of an Emperor to be munificent, and 
look’d on that Gold as Counterfeit which was 

rais’d 
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ent to 



_ » 


Second 




vi 'T'v, 




order’d 



who then refided 


Great 
Behalf 



S ucceffor 





Men into Italy to 




* 


Ter fan War was at 
the main Forces of the Empire 



9 



Mauritius re 


l r • * 


to 


foeceed him 

ragdus had 

t O 

Wars, 
new face 


Sffia- Smaragdus 

cbe-if 


from his Youth been bred up in . 

in Italy gave a 7 


tnto 


upon 



thofe Parts 


' j 


•with hina a new 


brought 




the Barbarians 



Yoke of 

in feve 

and having 



enlarg’d 


Ravenna 


The 


Lombards had then in their 


.► <Y 








a Sueve 


been taken 



*n 
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of that Nation 



to 
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whom 


was 
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who furnifh’d it with 


r * f 


* < 



The 
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Romans 



much 




Gar 

s 

f great 
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em 


his continual 
font all forts of Provi- 

fions 


w‘ 
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Mauritius 


Chap. Ill 

£pp]y’d himfelf to the good Settlement o £ his King* 
dom, which he fupply’d with wholefome and fea- 
fonable Laws, and enforc’d the Obfervancc of them 
with fo much Vigour, that by degrees he reftrain’d 
his Subjects from their accuftom’d Rapine, Mur¬ 
der and Adultery, all which he punifli’d with 
Death. Being born a Heathen he had hitherto 
liv’d an Idolater, but now quitted the Errors in 
which he had been bred, and was Baptis’d. Gregory 
the Great gives us a very particular Reafon for his 
Converfion, which is, That a certain Lombard ha¬ 
ving found St. Veter's Golden Key, drew out his 
Knife with a Defign to cut it afunder, inftead of 
which, being mov’d by feme Secret and Divine 
Impulfe, he cut his own Throat, and fell down 
dead upon the fpot. This extraordinary Adven¬ 
ture happen’d in the Prefence of Autharis^ and fe 
veral of his Nobility, who, being all turpriz’d at 
fb unexpected a Tragedy, dar’d not for their 
Lives attempt to touch the Key, ’till a certain Ca 
tholick of the fame Nation, who, was accidentally 


2 


57 


prefent, approach’d boldly and took it up 


Up 


which the King, being convinc’d by the Miracle, 
commanded another Golden Key to be made like 
it, and fent ’em both as a Prefent to Gregory's Pre- 
deceflor of blefled Memory. Any Man that has 
not a Mind to be deceiv’d can’t but lau^h at fo 
abfurd and ill contriv’d a Fables for where doth 
it appear in Scripture, that St. Peter ever wore 
material Keys: Thofe our Saviour entrufted him 
with are 
Senfe, 


ly to be undevftood in a Spiritual 


at leaft they could 


not 


be of Gold 


for he himfelf tells us that Gold and Silver he had 

♦ * 

and vet with fuch Miracles as thefe has this 


none 

Pop 




compos’d the greateft part of his Works 


And after all, as if 


Miracle was not fufficient 


for the thorough Converfion of this King of the 


Lombards 


it 


# i 


moft certain he was inftruCted by 


an 


r 
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iieral of his Forces in the Baft. John at firft be* 
hav’d himfelf very gallantly, for he defeated an 
advanc’d Party of the Perfians , and forc’d the main 
Body to retire; but whether he was by degrees 
corrupted by Hormifda y of had entertain’d fome 
Diflike to the Emperor, by whom he thought he 
was not rewarded according to his Deferts, h,e in 


the end grew negligent and ufelefs, and fuffer'd the 

it. ii ^ m * v % 1 ' • * * ^ ^ *. 




Enemy to gain fo much upon him, that Mauri 
tins found it neceffary to remove him, and fent 
Philip ficus , who had marry’d his Sifter, to com- PIllll ^^ us 
mand in his (lead. Philifficus was a Perfon gene-^”f 

rally belov’d by the People, whom he had oblig’d 
by his Liberality, fo that he levy’d a confiderable 
number of Forces in his Paftage, with which, ha* 
ving join’d thofe that were already in the Eaft, he 
made a very formidable Army. His principal 
Care* before he enter’d into AQaqn, was to feftorC 
the ancient Military Difcipline, reftraining the 
Soldiers from that exceftlve Riot and Innempe 


ranee 
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to which they had been too. long accu 
fflom’d. After this he made two Irruptions into 
Terfia ; in both which he fhow’d himfelf a Gene* 
ral of good Courage, Condu£t and Succefs. In 
the firft of ’em he warily efcap’d an Ambufeade* 
which Cardariga , the King of Per fids General, 
had laid for him under the Mountains of Media „ 
and return’d with great Booty which he had rais’d 
upon the Enemy’s Country without , any Con- 

In the fecond he encounter’d Cardariga , who 

to the Numbers of his Men, and relying 

upon the'Faith of his 
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«» 
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l* 


0 , who bad promis’d 

him an afiur’d Victory, advanc’d, with fo much. 

Confidence, as if he was marching to a Triumph, 

father than a Battel, arid had prepar’d Chains for 
ins Pnfoners. 

it the Multitude 
■feeiye him with a true 



tcasr % being no ways terrify 5 d 

Enemies* prepar’d to re- 

i Courage, and Great 
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nefs of Mind 


* 

As both Armies were ready to 


engage he exhorted his Soldiers to rely upon the 
Prote&ion of their Saviour, and to behave them- 


felves like Men 


whofe Faith was founded 


him 


and then, having given the Word 
Verfians with much Refolutibn, w 
with an equal Confidence; but 
flood their Ground for a c< 
were forc’d to give way, 

Matters of the Field. The 


, he charg’d the 
ho receiv'd him 

after they had 


confiderable while they 
7 h and left the Romans 


Matters of the Field. The next Morning Carda- 

riga rally’d his Forces, and renew’d the Fight, but 
was again defeated with a greater Lofs than what 
he had fuftain’d the Day before, he himfelf nar- 


Two 


rowly efcaping the Romans in the Purfuit. Two 
thoufand of the Perfians which were taken Philip - 
tiicus font to Con (hunt inople* as Mefiensers of his 


ficus fent to Conjhxntinopl 


fignal Vi£tory 


Philipp 


as Mefiengers of his 
having refrefli’d his 


Army, prepar’d to march farther into the Coun¬ 
try, fending Heraclius 9 his Lieutenant, with a de¬ 
tach’d Party before him. In the mean time Gar - 
darigaj tho’ he had been twice defeated, loft none 
of his Courage or Zeal for his Matter’s Service, 
but gathering all the Forces together that remain’d 
after his late Misfortunes, he flood upon his Guard, 
and defigning to contend no more in the open 
Field, he lay prepar’d for any Opportunity, which 
he thought he might manage to his own Advan¬ 


tage 


Some Deferters had inform’d him that the 


Roman Army was divided, and tha 1 
the Command of Philippic's lay fecure 


and that thofe under 
iv fecure, in the Con¬ 


fidence of their late Victories 


and an A durance 


w _ ^ 

that he was in no Condition to Afiault’cm. Where 

♦ 

upon he pafs’d fecretly over the Mountains, and 
in the Night time fell fo ferioufly upon the Rear 

nan Army* that Philippicus , who little 



of the Roman Army 


9 


that Philipp 


Tut to K 


pe£ted fo fudden an Alarm 


fled in great C 




Mgbt by fternation, & ™ 

the Peril- who made fuch hafte 


being follow’d by the whole Army? 


that the Per/i 


sns 


fear i ng 
fonie 
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> 

fome Deiign, dar’d not purfue the Chace, ’till the 
Light returning deliver’d the Romans from their 
Fear, and fliow’d their Enemies what an Ad van 
tage they had loft. Heraclius was all this while 

obeying the Or 


245 


5 f 



« 

he had receiv’d 


5 


with 


more 


\ 



xecution and better Succefs *, for having pair’d 
the Tigris he took feveral Cities without any Op 
pofition, the People being terrify r d more by the 
Fame of the late Vi&ories than the Numbers of 
his Men* and return’d with the Spoils of the Coon 
try to Philippicus , who,- afliam’d of bis late Mis¬ 
carriage, was drawing all his Forces together, and 
prepar’d to revenge it upon his Enemies when 
he receiv’d Orders from the Emperor to return to 
Conflantinople , and refign the Command of the Ar¬ 
my to Prifcus , which occ^fion’d a great and dan 
gerous Mutiny. For Prifcus , tho’ other wife an 
old experienc’d Officer, was exceffive Proud and 

Imperious: Being arriv’d at the Army he behav’d A. D. 
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A. dang 


himfelf fo arrogantly, and us’d the Soldiers with 
fo much Rigour and Severity, that they rofe up 
in a general Mutiny againft; him, pillag’d his Tents, r om Mm 
and conftrain’d him to fly for his Safety to Edef-ny, 





5 




V ♦ 


, whither the moft violent of the Mutineers fol 
low’d him, and demanded him of the Inhabitants 
who however refolutely refused to expofe him to 
their Fury. The Soldiers feeing themfelves with¬ 
out a Head, forc’d Germanus to take the Charge of 


* < 


the Army upon him*, Germatjus at firft excus’d 
himfelf, ^Hedging it was a thing not to be done 
without a Commiffion from the Emperor, whom 


he would by no means difoblige : Tha’ this was a 
very reafonable Excufe, yet they perfifted in their 
Demand, ’till by outrageous Violences they oblig’d 
him to fubmit, and undertake to condufb ’em 

rattier to be conduced bv ’em; for they were 


or 





m rownheadftrong and ungovernable, and broke out 
into all manner of Diforder, Thofe Officers that 


4 *. 


R z 


would 
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« a 

♦ 

would not fuffer ’em to behave themfelves as they 
pleas’d in their Quarter?, where they were grown 




infolent and infupportable, they difplac’d, and fub 
diluted others of a more complyingTemper in their 
room. The Emperor, being inform’d of the Mutiny 
fent Philippicus back into the Ead to reduce ’em t< 


5 


their ^uty and Military Difcipl 
em furious, like wild Beads, r 


9 



but he found 

tear thofe 


to 


5 


em 


pieces who prefum’d to teach Obedience among 

This Diforder continu’d in the At my above 


to invade the adjoining Provinces, in hope 


Year, during which the Pcrfians were encourag’d 

i that 

the Romans were too bufily employ’d among them¬ 
felves to think of oppofing them j notwith{landing 
which Gevmanus march’d againd ’em, and gave 'em 


fuch 
ry 


Defeat that there was fcarce one left 
Account of it into Perfia. The Emper 


perceiving they dill continu’d obdinate fent jindire 


as 




tb 




Captain of his Guard, toappeafe’em 


i 


and 

but 


perfuade ’em to return to their Obedience 
when he found they gave'no Ear to all they could 
fay 

4 

4 | 

och 




he made choice of Gregory 9 Biihop of Anti 
to mediate the Matter between them .Gregory 


was the fitted Man in the Emp 


be employ’d 


iii that Conjunfture, for he was both a prudent 
Man, and had a great Influence over the Soldiers, 
whom he had frequently reliev’d, and fupply’d with 
Meat, Drink and Apparel. The good Bifhop 


dily 


cepted of the Employment, and procur’d 


at 


the chiefed among ’em to give him a Meetin 
Litarbis , a Town three hundred Furlongs diftan 
from Antioch , where he made an excellent Difcourfe 
which he reprefented to ’em, how much the Safe 

r of the Empin 


9 


9 


ty of their Country , and the h 
requir'd them to fubmit to the Emp 
now in their Power 

^ r 

Strength of the Per fun, but that i% would be a laft 

ing Difgrace to Pofterity if they omitted the Opportu 

hity 


— 

9 


that it was 
ely to break and ruin the 
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why 


Chap. in. 

* 

that the Victory they had lately obtain'd under 

the ConduB of an illegal Commander , was an Earnejl 

to 'em of the great Things they would perform , when 
led on by a lawful General . This Difcourfe was at¬ 
tended with more efficacious Tears, which wrought. 

fo powerful upon the Minds of the Soldiers tha tappeas’d by 
they unanimoufly promis’d to do whatever hc th y Bl fl >0 f 

of Antioch. 


would have ’em; but when he mention’d Philipp 


t 


cus for their General,they reply’d, that the whole 

Army had oblig’d themfelves by Oath never to re^ 
ceive him as fuch again, from which however they 
at length departed at the Biffiop’s importunate En¬ 
treaties, and after he had abfolv’d ’em from it. 


Having brought ’em to fo good a Temper he 
vited the chief Officers, to the Number of i 




thoufand, to Supper, and immediately upon Phi- 
lippicus his Arrival they prefented themfelves to 
him. begging his Pardon for what was paft, and 


promifing an implicit Obedience for the future 


Philipp 


d ’em very 


illy 


•> 


and having 


for he 
had 


9 


> 
f ' 


y 9 
* * 


* 4 

•> 


r . 

* 

'} 

» 

•V. 

& 


i • 

•x 


4. 


, * 


t •• 

I 

* * 

<• 

. I 

• * 
J 

J . 


pnufter’d his Forces he prepar’d for Aftion $ 
was inform’d that Mwrazas , a new General 
taken the Field with a greater Army of Perjians 
than any before, which is a great Argument of the 
Wealth and Power of that State; for tho* they 
had frequently been overthrown, and loft great 
Numbers of their Men, yet they ftill return’d with 
recruited Forces, atad always had Peace from the 


Emp 


the firft asking 


w- 

Emperors to contend with them 


9 


nwilling were the 


$ 

* 

s j< 

I 

; 

. v 
u 

s>: 

•>£ 

i-;i 

*.. 

T t 

. *, 


i 

W * 




After feveral Towns had been loft and regain’d 
on either fide, the two Armies came fo near toge¬ 
ther that a Battel Teem’d unavoidable, which Phi - 

/ippicus 

far exceeded him in Numbers of Men 


was 


willing to decline, tho’ the Enemy 


fough 
fome time 
H omans 


with 


9 


: It wa§ 

great Obftinacy on both Hands for 

’till at length Fortune declar’d for the The Perfi 

The greateft Part of the Perfians dy’d ans ^ w * 


\< 


R 


f. 



fighting 



za6 



.D 

f 88. 


\ 



The 


fighting upon the fpot 


Hiftory 


Vol. IV 


* 


5 



ajnoitg the reft their 

tcus his Guards : 



General was kill’d by 

three thoufand were taken Prifoners, the reft, to the 
number of two and twenty hundred Men, fecu 
red themfelves by Flight* and gave the King a me 


lancholy Account of the Campaign* who however 
made great Preparations to repair his Lofles and 



Difhonour the next Summer 

4 9 

The Joy the Emperor conceiv’d for this fig 
Viftory was much leflen’d by a terrible Earth 



(ml 


9 


wh 


about the fame time once more de 


ftroy’d the unfortunate City of Antioch , and fixty 


thoufand of its Inhabitants 5 and the Year follow¬ 
ing there happen’d fuch an Inundation in Italy as 
had never been known fince the Univerfal Deluge, 



iP 


ftroying great Multitudes of Men, befides other 


9 

living Creatures, The River Athefis flow’d as high 

3 


the Windows of St. Zeno's Church ne&vT r erona 


part of w hofe Walls were deftroy’d by 


Greg 



the Great, who fucceeded Felagius the Second 


the Popedom fhortly after, tells 


1 


his ufuai Cuftcm of recording improbabl 
that tho 5 the Waters were fwoln as 


ccording to 


3 


iracles 
as the 

Windows of the Church, and the Doors were left 


hi' 



wid 





open 


9 



the Infide of the Church conti 


a* 


for their 


dry/and the People that had retir’d thither 



drew Water 


of the Porch as 


from a Ciftern. At Rome the Tiber was fo over¬ 
charg’d that it furmeunted the very Walls of the 


Cit 


and deftroy’d a 


great 


Number 


Buildings, together with the Corn that 



of Publick 

was depofi- 

ted in the Publick Magazines. A great quantity of 
Serpents, follow’d by a Dragon of a prodig' 



3 



Se 


o 


nefs, were feen to pafs down the River into the 

, where the fait Water deftroy’d’em. This In- 
lation left fuch a naufeous filthy Slime behind it 
nfedted theAir, and created the Plague, which 


fpread it felf throughout all Italy 


1 


Not- 



\ 
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Chap. III. 

Notwithftanding thefe publick Calamities the 

Emperor omitted nothing that was proper for car¬ 
rying on the War in Perfia , whither he had fent 
Philippicus frefli Supplies of Men and Mony, with 
Orders to recover Martyropolis, which had been 
lately betray’d to the Petfans. Philippicus found it 
impoffible to take the City for want of warlike En 
gines, and therefore fortify’d the adjacent Caftles 
to intercept whatever SuccoUrs the Verfians Ihould 
attempt to fend thither 5 notwithftanding which the 
Garrifon received confiderable Supplies, and held 
out with very good Succeft: Whereupon Philip 
pirns was recall’d, and Commentiolus fent to command 
in his ftead. Commentiolus fought the Perfians, de¬ 
feated them, and took the important Caftle of Oc~ 
has , which being built on an high Rock over-againft 
Martyropolis very much incommoded the Garrifon. 

d at thefe Lofe 

his General, 

a Wo- 


Hormifda was very much 


fes 


9 


which he attributed to Bar 


9 


to whom he fent a difdainful Meffage and a 
man’s Habit, as the moft proper Garb for one who 
he thought had behav’d himfelf fo much Unlike a 
Soldier, and order’d Fermchanes to command in his 


ftead 


Barames 


Fortune 


9 


who imputed his ill Succefs to 


and not any Negleft in his Office 


was 

* 

and 


highly offended at fo injurious a Refentment 
confpir’d againft his Matter. He poifon’d the At 
my by feveral forg’d Letters produc’d amongft ’em 
and drew Ferrochanes himfelf over to his Party 

They found it no difficult 'Matter to put their De 
figns in Execution, for the 


9 


knew HormifcL 
generally odious to his Subjefts for his Cruelty 



was 


that 




fo 


447 


^having depriv’d him of his Crown they ad- Hormifda 

vanc’d his Son Chofioes to the Throne, faw’d h \$j e P 0S ' d b 
Wife and other Son afunder before his Eyes, which hts Su J e ^ s * 
then they pluck’d out, and threw him into Erifon* 
where Chojroes treated him under-hand with much 
Civility, giving him a large Allowance of Provifi- 


R 



ons 


3 



9 


14 



the 




vol iv; 


ons 


5 


♦ 

which however the offended Prince 



little 


acknowledg’d that he difdainfully trampled under 
and mw- Foot whatever was brought him} whereat his Son 

was fo enraged, that, forgetting all Obligations of 
Nature, he commanded him to be beaten to Death 


Sm Chof- 


rocs 




with Cudgels. 

The Verfians were very much difpleas’d at this 
unnatural A&ion in their Prince, who fhortly after 
gave the Nobility farther Provocations* in putting 


fcveral of their Order to death, upon a bare Sufpi- 



that 


a 


don that they were difaffeftcd to him 
powerful Party was rais’d againft him, and he forc’d 
to march at the Head of his Army to punifh the 
Male-contents; but as he was ready to engage, ail 
his Men forfook him, and fled over to the Confpi» 
raters. In this abandon’d Condition he was forc’d 
to fly, uncertain whither to dire6fc his melancholy 

having recommended himfelf to the Prote 
£tion of the God of the Chriftians, he threw the 


bteps 


pa 9 


°eohe being 
dethron'd 


fuge to th 

Emperor, 


Reins loofe upon his HorfeVNeck, and refolv’d to 
follow him whither ever he ftiould go. Being ar- 
rived at Circafium , a Roman Town on the Frontiers, 

, attended 


#rJZ £ with his Wife and two fmali Children 


« ' 


by fuch of his Servants who were tbo juft and 
faithful to leave him in his Misfortunes, he from 
thence writ in a very pathetick Style to the Empe¬ 
ror, befteching him to commiferate his deplorable 
Condition. Mauritius , in a juft Senfe of the Un¬ 
certainty of Human Greatnefs, received 




affe&ionately, and having entertain’d him like a 
Prince at Conjlantinople, he Tent him back with k 
powerful Army of Romans^ and a prodigious Surri 
of Mony to augment it by new Levies of Ferfiansl 
Cbofroes being thus furnifh’d march’d back to Per - 

and was receiv’d into Martyropolis^ where Sit- 
who had formerly betray’d the City to the 


tas 


was 


ferfians , and had now fided with the Rebels, 
nut to Death: After this he had Baras deliver’d 

T 

• « 4 -.it • * * ' - ;• i w * • * « 1 ^ 

... up 


\ * 


f 




IV. Chofroes being thus reftor’d to the Throne 
of his Anceftors by the Emperor’s Affiftance, a pro¬ 
found Peace enfu’d thereupon in the Eaft, but the 

Lombards continu’d their Hoftilities more or lefi 

# « 


r 


\ 

v 


I# r 
'f- 


li 




I 


% 

fil 
W 






« 




from the Death of Autbaris in Italy . Immediate¬ 
ly upon his Deceaie the Chief of the Nation af- 
fembled at Pavia , to ele£t a SuccdTor, and when 
they could not agree among themfelves in their 
Choice they remitted it to Theudelinda 9 the Wi 


dow of the Deceafed, who for her Virtue was in 


much Efteem 


among them. 


She 


i 


upon the Ad 


vice of thofe who were in greateft Credit with her, 

| bellow’d her felf and the Kingdom upon AgilulR^gy&fcho- 
or Aigulf 9 Duke of Turin 9 which Choice was u "^ 




V’ 


R 


• -** 




i' 


f * 


w 


< 9 


-1 


♦» 


1 j 




f 

ft 




nivcrfally approv’d by the reft of the Lombards^ v & h 
for he was a valiant Man, and had all the Qualities 
reejuifite in a compleajfc Governor. For five Years 
together, during which Romanus had been Exarch 
of Ravenna , he had fignali^’d himfelf in no confi- 
derablp Affcion again ft the LQwbards 9 who therefore 

their 

they 

hav- 



as 


opprefs’d the Country almoft as much 
Thefts and Robberies in Times qf Truce, 
could in an open legitimate War : At length 

mg by fair Words and 

fuaded Maurifio y 


i - 


'jr • 
A If 

* i 



confiderable Prefent per- 

tQ embrace the 

Em- 


( 
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MS 



r. 


Reign 


General Officers in 



of his 

- ♦ j 

Army be 


A s 


l* 


V * 




A 


a 

s : . 

f* 

f 

':7 

A 

It 
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Vt 

;J V' 


s. 


"V 

r*»? 


came arrogant, the Soldiers mutinous, and the 
People in general difcontented. The Emperor him* 
felf grew melancholy and uneafie, fancying his 
Fate approach’d, and that he had not long to live: 

He fpent moft of his Time in Prayer and Religi¬ 
ous Retirements, in providing for his Children and 
fettling his Family, in all which he behav’d him- 
felf with an entire Refignation to the Will of 
God, and prepar’d himfelf for the worft that could 
befal him. His Death is faid to have been ufher’d Several 
in by feveral things that portended his Rui11 ,firtmge 
which however did not render it more remarkable, 
than his exemplary Behaviour in that laft of Trials. 0 f 
Thofe who have written of it tell us, that a Lamp, Mauritius 
which for a long time had been kept continually 
burning in the Church, went out of it felf, and 
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it 


tho’all ways imaginable were taken to reftore it 
by the Monks that attended, yet it would 



no 


means be rekindled. Gregory the Great faith. That 
at Noon Day, in the Market-place of Conjtamino* 
piei a Perfon cloath’d like a Monk appear’d pub¬ 
licity to the Emperor with a Sword in his Hand, 
and cry’d out with a loud Voice, By this jhall the 






vi 


Emperor Mauritius die, after which he immediate 
ly difappear’d. Some foretold the Emperor that he 
fhould fall by the (Hands of one whofe Name be¬ 
gan with Th . which made him fufpedt Thilippicus 
his Sifter’s Husband, and thereupon he threw him 


i 


into Prifon * but being inform’d in a Dream that 
|it was not Thilippicus, but a Captain in his Army 
callM Phocas was to go the Deed, he releas’d his 

- 7 4 

> and on his Knees befought him to for¬ 
give his Fears. After this he commanded Prayers 


Brother 
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to be made for him in all Churches 
himfelf, the belt he could 




and 


cl 


pply’d 
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_ , to publick Bufinefs, 

His Brother Peter at that time commanded the 

Army 
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t after. 


The 



Bipry. 


Vol. IV 


1 


ty Promifes he at length entic'd ’em out, and fhut 
em up into a Monaftery, where in the end they 
were all murder’d by Pbocas his Order, tho’ he 
had given ’em all imaginable Aflurance of a civil 
Treatment* Tbeodofius , the eldeft Son of Mauri* 


ttus 


had been fent by his Father at the beginning 
of his Troubles into Perfia, with earned: Entrea* 

)es to take him into his Proteftion, in 


ties 



r. 




r 


recurn of the like Kindnefs he had formerly re« 
ctivd from him; but Pbocas his cruel Jealoufie 
was not confin’d to Constantinople and the adjacent 
Parts, for his bloody Sentence overtook him before 


he could 


the Confines, and murder’d him 


The innumerable Miferies in which the Emp 
fhortly after involv’d, makes it evident 


the 


World how great a Lofs the Publick had in Mauri 
this , who was enrich’d with a great many Virtues 

y few Vices > for he wasValiant 


9 


V 


and fubjefh to 
Prudent, Courteous, patient in Ad 


V 


fit y 


i 


and 


Profperity moderate \ he 


rifcv of his Faith 


, a 


was eminent for the Fu¬ 
nd his Zeal for the Church, the 


Peace of which he labour'd with 



Care to pre 


ferve and m 




he was a great Lover of Vir 


1 


a 





it s 


tuous and Learned Men, with whom he familiarly 

convers’d 
moft confp 

was exemplary remarkable, or his Felicity, which 


hard to determine which was 
him, his Piety, for which he 


from 


pnvat 




State advanc’d him to the Imperial 


Throne, whereon he govern’d with fo much Sue 
cefs, ’till his Covetoufnefs deftroy’d him, the on¬ 
ly Vice of Note to which he was fubjeft, in which 


he differr’d 



much from his Predeeeflbr, and 


w 


1 


all other 


s 



4 V# 


j is the moft unworthy a Prince. 

tins was murder’d in the feventeenth Year of 



ns 


Reig 


1 


ding 

O 


to fo me 


5 


but 


cording to 


hers, in the twentieth, Gregory the Great being 



5 

Pope 


of Rowe* A* D, 6 o 


CHAP. 






Gregory 's Letters, Pofierity muil have efteem’d him 
a very excellent Prince, but it will quickly appear 
to the Reader how far he fell fhort of that Chara¬ 


cter. But the Pope had a farther Deiign in thefe 
Encomiums, for being at ill Terms with the Pa* 
triarch of Confiantinople , whom Mauritius ftill fup- 
ported with his Authority againft him, he was in 
hopesby this ferviie Compliance to preingage his 

Sacceffor to his Intereft. The Patriarchs of Con - 
ft ant maple had for fome Ages before been diftin- 
guifbfd with the Title of Oecumenic, or Bifhops 
univerfal, and fo likewife had the Bifhops of Rome, 
Alexandria, and fome other Patriarchs: This Ti¬ 
tle, which in its proper and moll extenfive Senfe 
imply'd no more than what the Popes of Rome ar¬ 
rogate to themfelves at this Day, was fo highly 
difpleafing to Gregory that he could not find Terms 
bad enough to exprefs it in, and was not only for 
having the Patriarch of Confiantinople lay it afide, 

but renounc’d it himfelf as Proud, Prophane and 

Di& w 


4 



Chap. IV. 


IX. 


Phocas. 


* % 

Diabolical; on the other hand 


? 


Patriarch 


5 


con¬ 
cluding it a thing indifferently to be us’d by him 

thought he fhouid 


and others of the fame Dignity 


5 


indeed be guilty of that Novelty of which the 
Pope accus’d him, if he fhouid deiignediy quit a 
Name his Predeceflbrs had enjoy’d fucceflively for 
fo many Years together. Upon this grew a gi 


Divifion between him and 


Pop 






ho enter’d 


into the Conteft not fo much out of an Abom 




tion to the Title 




becaufe he had 


M i n 




prefs the See of Conftaminople 


5 


whi 


c 






to de~ 

found 


grew more Auguft 
dence of the Emperors; 
that of Ron 


y Day through the Refi 
whereas, on the contrary 




w 

the continual War 


ch diminifh’d and impair’d by 

deftroy’d Italy , and kept 


th 


He 


the City almoft in a perpetual Captivity 
knew that for the raoft part the Patriarchs of Con - 
flantinople were as ambitious as the Bifhops of Rome , 
and therefore 3 unlefs prevented, would in time a£* 
fume a Precedency over ’’em, amidft thofe publick 
Confufions with which the Weft was diftra&ed. 
He had been all along a zealous Aflerter of the 
Power and Prerogative of the Popedom, tho’ it was 
not then fwoln up to that high Pitch 


fince 


d 


a n d 


confide 


nn 


his Intereft in Italy might be 



to whici 
of what Serv 


it 


Empe 


5 





thought he might fo far engage Mauritius in the 


Difpute as to gain by the Quarrel \ and tho’ he 


ilrenuoufly inveigh’d againft the Title of ZJniver 

i with a Rival 


fal Bif/jops which 
at that time fo potent, 


than fhar 


9 


Heat the 


le was contented to re 
him ftIf yet he ftill maintain'd with much 


Privi 




ufurp’d, that of bein 


e his Predeceflbrs had arrogant 

t ' v 



the firft in Order and 


Dignity of all the Prelates and Patriarchs through 
out the Church of Chrift. Mauritius was fo far 

from adhering to him in the Controverlie, that he 
very zealoufly oppos’d him 5 as well in that 




S ^ 


as in" 

what*’ 


l6 i 


► 


\ 
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Phocas 


%6 3 


3 


but as foon as he had him in his 


burnt alive. 


r 


Chap. IV. 

to his Country 

Power* without any Regard to his former Promi 
fes and Engagements* he cruelly order’d him to be Narfes 
burnt alive* to the great Diflatisfaffion of the Peo 
pie, who had a high Veneration for the Merits of 

JVarfes, and began to repent " 

Thefe Difcontents at home made the Enemies of 
the Empire more fuccefsful abroad* for Cbofroes ra¬ 
vaged the Upper and Lower Syria at Di fere (ion 
meeting with none that were able or willing to op 
pofehim} fo that during the Reign of Phocas he 
took ffom the Empire all Syria, Armenia, Cappado 
cia, Galatia , and 


of their late Change. 


3 



oma 


3 


whilft the Tyrant 

inftcad of providing for the Security of the State 
as he ought, employ’d his Time in Jealoufie and 
bloody Inquilitions* or drunken Feilivals, behaving 
himfelf fometimes like a fenfual Beaft, at others 


like a cruel and inexorable Monfter. His Debau 
chery render'd him defpicable, and his Cruelty o 
dious. 


mr* 



9 


that he led his Life like other Tyrants 
under continual Anxieties and doubtful Apprehen 
Hons. In the fecond Year of his Reign Gregory 
Pope of Rome , dy’d of the Gout, after having late 

in the Chair thirteen Years and an half. He was 

% 

undoubtedly a Man of extraordinary Qualifications* 
for which Rcafon he was firnam’d The Great after 
his Deceafe. His Enemies muff allow him to 
have been in moil Refpecis a vigilant, active, and 
tra&abk Perfon, and one who had a peculiar Care 
of his Church and Diocefs. He was devout and 
fober, an exact Obferver of Church Difcipline, 
and a great Foe to Simony s fo that he may juftly 


be efteem’d the greateft Bifhop of thofe Time - 


3 


and it evidently appears* throughout his Writings, 


m how many 


Things, 


relating both to the Do 


flrine and Difcipline of the Church, his Succef 
fors have differ’d from him. He lias not wi’thou 

Reafon been call'd The laji BijJjop of Rome* 


t 


for he 


S 


i 
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4 

was the lafl: that took Care to acquit himfelf as he 
ought in his Epifcopal Charge, by infpe£ting into 
his Church, as well as the growing Corruptions of 


the Ag 


h 


lived in would perrm.r him 5 the reft 


that have hitherto fucceeded hiniifor the molt part 
have been ignorant, vitious, intriguing Prelates, 
who, abandoning the Care of their Flock, have re 
garded nothing but the Satisfaction of their Ava¬ 
rice, Ambition, and fenfual Appetites: Upon which 


account it’s no wonder if in the following Ages 
Superftition and mortal Errors infefted the Church 
aqd God in juft Indignation fuffer’d Mahomet s Im 
piety 

dal 


3 



upon the World, to the great Scan 
nd Hazard of Chriftianity, of which the Hi 

r t r rn« • i « t * 


ftories of thofe 


counts 
tors fo 


After 


imes give u$ too melancholy Ac 
Death of Gregory the Compet 


for the Popedom manag'd the Difp 
time with great Heats and Animoficies, 

Vacancy enfu’d 


imoft fix Monchs 


Sabi 


a long 
that a 
at lengtl 





by the P 
Thinss of him 


born at Vo la terra in Tufcany , was elected 


3 


who were made to hop 


* great 

all which he deceived ’em after 

* 

excef- 


his Advancement, grinding the Poor by h 


five 


a 



• /i • 


il 


Extortions 



/ 


he dy’d ii 
In the 


many 


ded him 

s M 


3 



therefor 


U 


Publick* of which 


fi 



K c> 


- 

ths after h 

time Pbocas 

% 

as he was 


3 


Pbocas thought-to ftrength 


a 


nd 


Cruel/i 


y 


A 


w 



Ele&ion. 

who was didrafted 

icumber’d with Vices 

his Authority 



3 




the Nobility, and marry’d his 

Patrician, celebra 
Solemnity, and divert 


f, 


aughter Domitia 
ting the Nuptials i 

ing the People with rublick Shows and Entei 



menrs. But the 
pos ? d the Images 
the publick Circus 
faluted them 


Mailers of the Sp 

c *.iu ~ 4 _ _i 
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the Bride and Bridegroom in 


3 



People with 




al Vo 


whereat the diftruflful Ty- 
fo difpleas’d that he commanded both the 

Mailers 
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Pfaocas. 


Chap. IV. 

# 

Mafters to be immediately beheaded; at the fame 


urn 


his Son-in-Law had tailed of his Fury 


? 


had 

not the People interpos’d, and petition’d the Em¬ 
peror in his behalf: Notwithstanding which he 
look’d upon him with a jealous Eye ever after, of 
which Frifcus wasfenfible, and kept himfelf upon his 

Guard. Fbocas his jealous Fears were hardly filenc’d 
before Vetronia , who had been plac’d by his Or 
der as a Spy upon Qmftantina and her Daughters* 
inform’d him of a private Correlpondence maintain’d 
between that Princefs and Germanus , a Man of 


j 


great Authority in the former Reign, and what 
Hopes they conceiv’d that her Son Tkeodo/ius was 
dill alive. Upon this the Tyrant commanded Con- 
fiantina to be rack’d, who in the Height of her 
Torments confefs’d that Romams > a Patrician, who 
had been formerly Governor of Rome , was of the 
Confpiracy. He being tortur’d readily impeach’d 

feveral others, who he knew, were inclinable and 


preparing to dethrone the Tyrant. Hereupon Con- 
fiantina and her Daughters were put to Death, as 
we obferv’d before, together with Germanus and 
his Sons, 

, and 


John 


and Zi%a , two Patricians Roma 


ms 


many more. 


And not contented with 


thefe Executions, he threw the mofl noble and de~ 

i # 

ferving of the Citizens, of whom he had the lead 
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Sufpicion, into Prifons, which were fo crouded 
th at feveral of 'em dy’d for want of Room, being 
fuffocated with the Noifomnefs of the Place. How¬ 
ever Pbocas proceeded llill in his inexorable Cruel¬ 
ty, and having remov’d all that were ally’d to Matt- 
ritiusy he extended it farther, and fwept off all that 
were in the lead degree fufpicious, or didadefu! 

Being inform’d that his Son-in-Law Prrf- 


to him. 

cits was offended at his barbarous Proceedings 
fent to have him feiz’d 

the Tyrant’s Miniders 



•-'K 


~ ^ CUJU Uigw 

the principal of the Senate over to his Party 


he 

he narrowly efcap’d 
and drew feveral among 

! who 
hearin 


_- 
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Phocas 
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Z&J 


9 

purchafe with a great Sum of Mony, rais’d a moffc An H m 

horrible Sedition at Antioch , in which they maf °f 


Qi 


Cbriftians 


and 


lacred incredible Numb 

mongthe reft Anafiafas, the renown’d Patriarch 
of the City. They ignominiouily infulted his 


the Jew 

a ” at Antioch 


dead Corps, cutting 


off 


Privy Parts, which 


and then dra 
P/j 



g’d him 
the firft 


they thruft into his Mouth, 
through the Publick Streets. 

News of this Tumult, order’d Bonofus, his Gene 
ral in the Eaft, to chaftife ’em 


5 


W h 


% arnvin 



at 


the Head of a good Army before Antioch, found 
’em ftill bulled in their bloody Executions, fo that 
moft of ’em were put to the Sword, others dif- 
member’d, and expell’d the City. 

The fame Year there happen’d fo fliarp 


Win 


* 


ir 


v 

k 


i. 


ter that the Seas were frozen about Conflantinople , 
and the Tyrant’s own Court began at length to 
grow fo weary of him, that feveral Defigns were 
daily fet on Foot to deliver the World from fo 


v 


great a Plague 


Theodonts 


5 


*>2 

I 
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Helptdus , General of the Artillery, 

fas , 


Prsefedt of Cappadocia 


* 



Anafl 

the Comes Largitionum , had about this time 


greed with feveral others of great Authority near 


$ 

ft 

4,'V 

r|{r 


his Perfon, %p kill him as he fate 


his Throne in 
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the Hippodrome , and to Proclaim Theodor us Em pc 

But the thing being difcover’d by Anajia 
all the Confpirators* both Principal and Ac 


ror. 


fius 7 \ 
c o m i 


y 


were put to Death. But, tho’ he h 


n 
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efcap’d this Danger, his Fate began to preft hard 
upon him; for he being fet againft the World, and 


the World againft him, the Controverfie could not 



be long in Difpute. Thofe in Africk were 


Heracl 


( 


ripe for A£tion, where Heraclins . the Pr x&GcJets out t 


•i < 


having 



a powerful Army embark’d it 


gainjt Pho 


4 . 


W\ 


Board a Efficient number of Ships, and committed 
it to the Conduct of his Son. At the feme time 


cas 


Nicetas^ the Son of Greg 


Heraclius his Li 
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tenant, march’d with a Land Army by the w 




of 
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of Alexandria and Pentapolis. Some fay there was 
an Agreement between thefe two Generals and their 
Friends, that he who firft had the Fortune to de¬ 
feat Phocas , and feize on the City of Confiantino 
e 9 ffiould be declar’d Emperor. 



his Courfe 


Abydi 


3 


Heraclms fleer’d 
where he kindly received 


fuch Noblemen as had been baniflfd by the Ty 
rant, after which he purfu’d his Voyage to Hera 


clea , and from thence to 


where 


the Haven of Sophia 

feated him. Phocas 
Court, where 


3 


m 


* 





an 



Conflantinopl 
engag’d Phocas and de« 
overthrown; fled to the 


call’d. Photinus, whofe 
Wife the Tyrant had formerly ravifti’d, affifted by 


P 


v 


old 


$ 


Heracl 


pull'd him from his Throne 

„ and 

.g him in a black Veft led him bound to 


pluck’d the imperial Robe over his Ears, 


who 



him 


3 


with 


grave Counte 




3 


nance, If thus he had govern'd the Common-wealth 
To whom the Tyrant reply’d, It was his Bufinef 
who is Jlain if he could , to govern it better ; whereupon he com 

manded firft his Hands and Feet, then his Arms 
and Privy Parts, and .at laft his Head to be cut off 


and then deliver’d his 1 


up to the Soldiers 


9 


who burnt it in the Forum . This in general is the 
Account Authors have left us concerning the Death 
of Phocas , tho’ thev difagree a little among therm 



r 


felves in the Particulars 

P 

His cha- _ As to his Char dfcer, they fay he was of 

uier. 


Stature, Deform’d, and of 


Hair was red 


terrible Afpedfc 


\ his 

and his Beard kept continually 

and his Cheek was 
mark’d with a Scar 9 which, when he was in a 

He 


fhav’d \ his Eye-brows met 


9 



a 


flion, grew of a Colour like that of Lead 


was 


a 


ddidled both to Wine and Women 




great Dhmkard, and a notorious Adulterer 


being 


a 


9 


he 





Nature fierce, and in 



bold in Speech, free from all CompaUion 

in his Difpofition, and in his Principles j 


Adtions bloody 


9 


9 


furious 

Herer 

tick 
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Heraclius. - 
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tick 



that there was not fo great a Monfter 


yt&j - - - O 

throughout his Dominions, except his own Wife 


XjCOYltlCt^ yv 11KJ H* tail WMW.— - ... W.vv*>.»u »' -- —" 

her Husband. Phocas was flain in the eighth Year 


who in all thefe Particulars was as bad 


as 


of his Reig 


9 


Ann n Dom . 6 


— 4 


U, Heraclius, having been the Principal rnftru- HERACLIW - 


ment in 


of Phocas 


delivering the World from the Tyranny 
, was, as a Reward for fo eminent a 
Service, with great Joy proclaim’d Emperor, and 
folemnly Crown’d at Conjlantinople \ his Father, 
Prifcusj and other Great Men, who had been the 
chief A&ors in the late Revolution, aflifting at 
his Inauguration. 


The 


fame Day that he was 
Crown’d himfelf,he fee the Imperial Crown on the 
Head of Fabia , the Daughter of Rogatus , an A- 
frican , to whom he had been formerly contrafted, 

and whofe Name was now chang’d for that of 
Eudocta . Tho’ the whole World, which had 
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groan’d under the Tyranny of his Predeceflbr 
thought themfelves extreamly happy in 


9 



unex 


The low E~ 
ft ate of the 


pe£tcd a Change, yet feveral remarkable Misfor¬ 
tunes fell upon the Empire during his Reign. At 
his fir ft Advancement to the Throne he found thej^y* ' at 
State in a very low Condition. In the Eaft the this time 
fuccefsful Progrefs of the Per fans render’d ’em ex¬ 
ceeding formidable ; for having this Year travers’d 


*‘‘t 


* 

* 
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,\ 1 | ' 
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Syria they took Apamea and Edejfa , and came as 


* *v - 


\ > 

\4 * 
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far as Antioch , where they were oppos’d by a 
Party of Romans, who were all cut off*, at the 
fame time the Scythians and Avari broke into the 
Territories of the Empire, deftroying all where 
ever they pafs’d. 


Thefe 


Calamities made the 


r / 

W I 

* * * ♦ 


r . t *, 


Crown fit uiieafie upon the Head of Heraclius ^who 
was fcarce warm in his Imperial Robes before he 
felt the Cares with which, like Hercules his Shirt, 
they were poifon’d. However he induftrioufly 
apply’d himfelf to the Adminiffration, and endea¬ 
vour’d 
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the World 

had conceiv’d of him. He knew he fhould be un« 
able to oppofe, as he ought, the Defigns of his 


9 

votir’d to make good the 



Enemies abroad, whilft he lay liable to any pri 
vate Confpiracies at home; for which Reafon he 
put all Pbocas his Brothers and Relationsto Death, 


and then, by feveral A£ts of Grace, fought to en 
dear himfelf to the People: After which, making 
as good Preparations as the weak Condition of the 
Empire would permit, he form’d an Army which 
confifted chiefly of new-rais’d Troops, for the old 
Legions were fo entirely exhaufted, that of thofe 
many thoufands, which had rebell’d againft Man* 
A..D* ritiusj and advanc’d Pbocas , there were but two 
6 ii. Soldiers remaining upon the Mufter-R.oll$* as if 


Soldiers remaining upon the Mufter-Rolls, 
they had all fallen, by the avenging Hand of Pro¬ 
vidence, for their Perfidy to that Prince. Over 
this Army Oifpus was declar’d General, and fent 

into Cappadocia , into which notwithftanding the 
Terfians broke the Year following, where havin 
kill'd an infinite number of Men, and laid all 
the Country wafte before ’em, they feiz’d on the 
City of C&farea , which they fack’d, and then re¬ 
turn’d back with all the Inhabitants, whom they 






kept as Slaves, or fold into Captivity. After this 
finding the fweetnefs of thefe fuccefsrul Expeditions 
they hardly ever lay {fill, but made continual 
ruptions into the Territories of the Empire, 
what Cities they pleas’d, amongft the reft 
Damafcus , in which they found a very rich Boot} 
befides great Numbers of Inhabitants* who fhar’d 



5 



the fame Fate with thofe that had fallen into their 
Hands in their former Depredations. Heraelius 9 
who was fenfibly touch’d with the unexpreffibl 

faw how difficult a 


e 


? 




Miferies of his Subjefts 

thing it was to reftrain the Perftans by force 
Arms in the Condition the Empire then was in, 
feat his Anibaffadors, furniflfd with very eonfi- 

derable 
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Heraclius 


21 I 


* 


Aprab le Prefents, to ChoCroes, by whom he earneft- Heraclius 

more moderate t** 

bajfctdors to 

Chofroes, 




exhorted him to be guided 

Councils, and putting a ftop to that continu’d 
Flux of Blood, content himfelf with an annual 
Tribute. He reminded him of the great Favour 

and Prote&ion he had 




d from Mauritius 

and bid him propofe his own Terms, upon which 
he would condescend to a Peace. . Chofroes , being 
exalted by his great Succefs, difmifs’d the Ambaf- 
fadors without giving 'em Audience, aiming now 
at nothing lefs than making himfelf abfolute Ma 
Her of the Bmp 


Accordingly having 



a 


greater Army than any he fent before into the 


Field 
dan 


9 


he feiz’d on the Paffages of the River J 
and paffing that River he laid all Valefiine 
and took the City of jferufalem. Here the who takes 


waftc, , ^ 

Perfians committed fuch outrageous A£ts, as the p r p °f 
Horror of them is not to be exprefs'dj they fold^ eruaem 
near ninety thoufand Chriftians to the ^ 


did 


tvs, who 

buy ’em with' an Intent to ufe ’em as the 


univerfal Confent of Nations requires Capt 


ihould be 



5 


but inventing unheard of 



meats, put ’em to the molt cruel Deaths. Zacha 

the Patriarch, was carry’d away into Tderfia 


nas 


and with him vaft Riches, which they found in 
the City and Parts adjacent, together with aPiece 
of Wood, faid to be part of the real Crofs on which 
Chrift fuffer’d. 

Great Numbers of miferable Chriftians fled from 
the Fury of thefe inhuman Conquerors into 
gypt 9 fome leaving their deareft Friends and Rela 
tions, others their Wives and Children, and all of 



’em whatev 


was 


ceflary for the Comfor 


J 

ctHQ 
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If 
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Support of Life behind ’em: Whither notwith 
ftandiftg they were fliortly after purfu’d 
implacable” Enem 
Devastations 
Stream 


> 


who 


their 
content with their 


Ajja 9 , roll'd on like an irrefiftib 


? 


and overwhelm’d Egypt ^ pillaging Ale 
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dria, the Metropolis of the Country, and at length 

return’d loaden with the Spoils of Africk , ‘ 
a fufficient Force behind ’em to block up Carthage 



f Gi 
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leaving 

O 




Thefe 


) 

vio 


which they took the Year following, 
lent Irruptions of the Terfians^ in which they feat 




ter’d Deftru£fon all around, rous’d up the Empe 
ror froni his Domefttek Shows and Triumphs 


► ' 


in 


which he had been too bufily employ’d for fome 

time before, and made him think of iome Methods 


* 4 


i * 


U 


t ». 


to obftru£t or prevent ’em. Knowing the Forces of 
the Empire, at that time on Foot, were unable to 
A. D. flop their Impetuofity, he once more fent his 


6 % Be 


Ambafladors to 


Ghofroes 


> 


who in mo ft earneft 


Terms rc prefen ted to him how highly he was en* 
gag’d to the Empire, and entreated him to accept 
of a Peace upon what ever Conditions he ill uld 
Bis info- think fit himfelf; but the Barbarian grew more 


♦ 


i - < 


Isnce and 

Blafphemy 


Infolent from his Submiflion s and, grown intoxicat d 
with his continu’d Succefs, affronted not only the 
Fmperor and the Empire, but blafphcrrfd God 
himfelf*, for he arrogantly repiy’d, That he mud 
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give Ear to no Terms of Accommodation 
had folemnly renounc'd his crucify'd Saviour 
fuhlickly ador'd the Sun y the great 


’till 



A 1 , « 
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ani 
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God of the rer* 


fians. 

mighty to raife, as from a Lethargy 


Tms barbarous Impiety, provok’d the 



-1 


9 


^ ^ the incens’d 
who two Years after having made Peace 


Heraclius 

with Gbagan , King of the Avarice rais’d a very pow 
erfulArmy, confifting not only of his own Subjefts, 
but of Hunns , Avari , and other 'European Nations.' 
Finding his own Treafures exhaufted, and how dif¬ 


ficult it was to raife Mony upon thofe who had 
been impoverifh’d by the W ars, he had recourfe 
to the Clergy, who were more immediately con¬ 
cern’d in this Quarrel, of whom therefore he bor¬ 
row’d all the Veflels of Gold and Silver belong- 
ing to the Churches of Con ft amino fie , 'which 



Coin’d into Mony, wherewith to pay his Soldiers, 

who 
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to the Kingdom he took feveral Towns, and de- A. D. 


I 


6z$ 


ftroy’d all the flat Country. Upon this Cbojroes 
commanded his Army to march back with all Ex¬ 
pedition, joining to it another Body of equal For¬ 
ces under the Conduct of Sainus , with Orders to 
fight the Rowans where-ever they found’em. Hera- Heradius’s 

clius, notwithftanding this, purfu’d his March,andf p T; 


Suc- 


in tbs 


having encourag’d his Army by Arguments drawn Perfian 
from Religious Confiderations pierc’d into the 
net* Verfia , where he took feveral Towns and llrong 


Holds 


all which he levell’d with the Ground: 
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Hearing the King himfelf lay at Gazacotis , in the 
Province of Paropamifus , with forty thoufand 
flout Men, he refoly’d to march thither and attack 
him: Some of his Scouts fell upon Chofroes's ad¬ 
vanc’d Guards, part of which they defeated, and 
the reft fled in great Confternation and acquainted 


the King with Heraclius his Approach. 


Cbojroes 


3 


l? 



t 

n 
& 

* 


) 


who at firft imagin’d the Emperor would not pre 
fume to pierce fo far into his Country, but that 
| he fhould find him Work enough in his own, be¬ 
gan now to perceive himfelf miftaken in his Ac¬ 
count, and fled away in great Hafte, burning and 
deflroying all the Fruits of the Earth as he pafs*d 
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along. 


By this means the Emperor enter’d the Ci 


ty without any Trouble, in which was the Tem 
pie of the Sun, embellifh’d with variety of Super- 

, together with the immenfe Treafure of 


i 


flitions 
Chryfotidords 
Crcefv 


3 


or 


9 




as others will have it, that of 
us , King of Lydia. Here likevvife he found 
the Image of Cbojroes , eredled in the midft of a Pa 
lace arch’d like Heaven, enrich’d with the Sun, the 
Moon, and the Stars, before whom he bow’d and 
worfhip’d. Heraclius y having pillag’d the City, 
and fecur’d all the Treafure, burnt the Temple and 
the Palace, in which were feveral other Rarities, 

nd 


at once exprefling the Skill of the Workman s 
Vanity of the Prince. After this he purfu’d the 

T s King 
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King to Thebatman , ia which City forge Writers 





and 


theTreafure before mention’d, the Tempi 
the Palaces however it be, he took all the 


9 


Towns in thofe Parts, and follow’d Chofroes as far 
as the Frontiers of Media , railing vaft Contributi¬ 
ons in the Country as he march’d along: But the 
Summer being far fpent he thought it time to pro 


vide for Winter Qi 


9 


fo that having fet apart 


three Days to return God publick Thanks in the 
Camp for his glorious Expedition, he retir’d back 
towards Albania . In his Return he was much in¬ 
commoded by the Per/Ians, who often way-laid him 


3 


with a Defig 


rather 


to 


the rich Booty 


than weaken his Army, but in all thofe Encoun 



Men had the Advantag 


ters 

Inconvenience he labour’d under was the Froft 


The greateft 


3 


which began then to be very fevere, and with 
which none were more bitterly pinch’d than his 
Prifoners, who therefore, to the Number of fifty 


thoufand, wet 


d without Ranfotn by the 


Emper 


Order, and return’d into their Country 


highly affected at his generous Clemency, and pri¬ 
vately praying for his Succefs againft a Tyrant that 
kept his Country in Slavery. 

The Year following Chofroes by frelh Recruits 
made good the Lofles his Armies had receiv’d the 
preceding Campaign, and delivering the Flower 


/ 


liis Troops to Sarablaca 


of the prime Nobili 



ave him Orders to fight the Emperor in Al 


Heraclius 


5 


hearing of his Approach 


5 


pre 


him and bring him to a Battel, be 

Sarbazanes* who at 



ty, 
ban ia 
par’d to 

fore he fhould be join’d 

the Head of another Army, was following with 
Orders to join him •, accordingly he bega 
March, which was unfeafonably interrupted 
Mutiny in the Army, proceeding fromanApprf 
henfion they had of the Difficulty there was 



i 



<# 


the 


Enterprise 


This 


Misfortune 


had 




aim oft 

broken 


* 
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broken all the Empero 


Heraclius 


Meafures 


> 


for 


was endeavouring 


ppeafe and pacifi 




hilft h 

difeon 


e 


tented Soldiers Sarbazanes approach’d, and 

, which when the Rm 


dy to join Sarablaca 

ferv’d they came with Tears in their Eye 

begg’d the Emperors Pardon, defiring him i 
'em again ft Sarablaca , before they had 


rea 


o 



\ and 
> lead 

Ene¬ 
mies to contend with at a time. Upon this Hera¬ 
clius endeavour’d to draw Sarablaca to fight, but 

,but 


Battel 


finding nothing would provoke him to a 
that he waited for a Conjun&ion with Sarbazanes^ 
he left both and march’d towards Cbofroes hirn- 
felf. At the fame time two Romans deferted to 


the Enemy, and allur’d ’em that Heraclius his Mo 


tion proceeded from a 


he had of engaging 


which, with the News that Sain, another Perfian 


Commander 


was at hand 


5 


mad 


thofe t 


Cap 


tains refolve to’ engage Heraclius , before Sain could 
come up and take the Vidfcory out of their Hands: 
Whereupon they march’d their whole Army and 
encamp’d near Heraclius , who perceiving they pre* 


par’d 


fight the next Morning remov’d farther 


the Night,’till he came to a piece of Ground more 

where he refted 


convenient for him 
and i 


engage 


5 


efrefh’d his Troops. The Verjians^ milling 


to the Story of the Fug 


preted this 


a 


j 


Flight, and fell with fo diforderly a Fury upon him 
that he eafiiy defeated ’em, killing great Numbers 
and among the reft Sarablaca y one of their Generals 
Tho’ the Lofs on the fide of the Verfians was ve¬ 
ry confiderable, yet being join’d by Sain and his 
Squadrons they prepar’d for another Battel, and fol¬ 
low’d the Romans through difficult and almoft un¬ 
payable Ways, into the Territories of the Hums 
The Roman Army in general was under no fmall 
Cdnfternation, but efpecially the Lazians r andfome 
other of their Auxiliaries, quitted the Service and 
return’d home. Notwithftanding which the Em- 

T \ pero£ 
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peror by very powerful and feafonable Arguments 

lb encourag’d his Soldiers, that they desir’d him, 
with great Alacrity, to lead ’em on againft the E- 
nemy, upon which he immediately prefented ’em 
with Battel. Both Armies flood in view of each 
other from Morning ’till Night without one Blow 
on either Side, after which Heraclius march’d in 
the Silence of the Night towards Perfia , which 
when the Enemies obferv’d they endeavour’d to get 

a Head of him, and intercept him, by marchin 



' rough more compendious Ways, whereby they 
entangled themfelves in the Woods and Marflies, 
and gave him time to gain Ground. The Perfians , 
imagining ftill that he was flying from’em, purfu’d 
with fo much Inadvertency, that Heraclius* fpying 
his Advantage, turn’d about and entirely defeated 
’em. After this he took their Camp, their Arms, 

and their Baggage, part of which was of ineftima- 
ble Value, together with a great Number of Prifo- 
ners, both Men and Women. As a Confequence 
of this Victory he foon became Matter ofthe whole 
Country, where he difpers’d his Army into Win¬ 
ter Quarters, refolving early in the Spring to pur- 
fue hisConquefts \ and accordingly began hisMarch 
by Mount Taurus into 


& 


yvtuy 


and with much La 


bour and great Difficulcy came at length to the 
River Tigris, and from thence to the Cities 



Mairyropolh and Ami da , where he refrefh’d his 
Trooos, and by Letters inform’d the Inhabitant 
of Conftantinople of his.glorious Succefs, which cre- 
ted an incredible Joy throughout the City. Af¬ 
ter this he commanded the Horfe to ford the Ri¬ 


ft 


ver Euphrates, whilit he built aBridgefor the Foot 


? 


od fo pafs’d his whole Army over, to the great A 

tn^zement of his Enemies. Shortly after the City of 

Samofata flr render’d to him, where having reded 
for fome rime he built a Bridge over the River Sants^ 


and fecur’d it with fevcral 



rong 


Forts. 


In the 
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mean titrie Sarabazas the Terfian purfuing him en¬ 
camp'd on the other Side the River, on a Piece of 

1 _ « « m i t /• « -r\ 


Ground that faced the Bridge, and feveral Roman 

Soldiers, being puff’d up with their late Vi&ories, 

prefum’d to venture over the Bridge in a tumultu¬ 
ous manner to attack the Enemy, and that contra¬ 
ry to the exprefs Order of the Emperor: At firft 
the Perjians pretended to be overthrown, and coun¬ 
terfeited a Fight, ’till having betray’d the Romans 
into their Ambufhes they faced about, and had cut 
’em all off if the Emperor had not mov’d fpeedily 
to their Refcue, but upon his Approach the Ene¬ 
my were fo hardly prefs’d upon that few of thofe 
who had purfu’d the Romans over the Bridge efca- 
ped. The Emperor, in this A&ion, gave great 
Proofs of his Valour and ConduCt, which made 


him admir’d and rever’d by his very Enemies, who 
under the Covert of the Night thought beft to re¬ 
tire. After this unexpected Victory the Emperor 
led his Army to Sebajiia , in which Town, and the 
Parts adjacent, they winter’d. 

Cbofroes hearing how often and how fhamefully 
his Troops had been defeated by the Romans , who 
in the Days of his Predeceffors commonly fled be¬ 
fore the prevailing Verfians , grew more enrag’d from 

his Difgrace, and having feiz’d on the Wealth of chofroc* 
all the Churches within his Dominions, he com- bis Crutlty 
pell’d the Chriftians that were his SubjeCts to em- *g***fl 
brace the Herefie of Nejiorius , thinking by that 


means to vex and affront Heraclius% at the fame 
time he prepar’d to take the Field the next Spring 
with a mighty Army, drawn out of all Nations 
who were willing to ferve him for Pay, or out of 
a Profpect of Plunder. His chief Defign was to 
remove the War into the Territories of the Em¬ 


pire, and fo compel Heraclius to return home, to 
which purpofe he fent his Ambaffadors to the A- 
vari$ the Hums and Sclavonians , charg’d with great 

Sum£ 


nr* 
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Heraclius, 


281 


62,6, 


The Emperor was not ignorant of all thcfe Ne- A. D. 
gotiationsjbut made timely Preparations to encounter 
the Storm which he faw threaten’d him. He di- 

' ' 5 _ 

vided bis Forces into three Armies, one of which 
was appointed for the Defence of Constantinople , 

the fecond was committed to the Conduct of Theo- 

% 

his Brother* and with the third he himfelf 


9 


doras 

advanc’d into the Province of the Lazians f where Heraclius 
by powerful Prefents he gain’d the Eaftern Turks , hires the 


other wife call’d Chazari , to re* inforce his 


9 


un 


with their Auxiliary Troops. Thefe People 
der the Conduft of Ziebil , to the number of for?* 
ty thoufand, broke through the Cafpian Gates in¬ 
to Perfia y ruining the Country, and deftroying the 
Inhabitants as they pafs’d along: As they were pro¬ 
ceeding on in this hoftile manner Heraclius met ’em 
in his March from Lazica, they approach’d him 
with the Reverence that was due to his Perfon and 
Character, and an Alliance was concluded between 


a „ Turks into 
Arm y his Service ,. 


y 


em upon fuch Terms as were approv’d of by their 
Captain, who, highly fatisfy'd with the Conditi¬ 
ons Heraclius offer’d, return’d home himfelf, and 
left his Son to command the Forces in his Ab- 


fence 


3 


and to attend upon the Perfon of th 


a 


Em 


peror; wEo being now ftrengthen’d with fc feafo- 

nable an Addition enter’d Terjiam the Winter Sea- 
fori, to Chofroes his great Terror and Amazement. 
At firft the Turks did Heraclius great Service, but 
growing at length difhearten’d by the Sharpnefs of 
the Weather, ^nd frighten’d by the frequent Incur- 
fions of the Perfians , they by degrees all left him 
and return’d home : Notwithftanding which he 


made ufe of feveral Religious Arguments to eneou 
rage his Men, who chearfully defir’d him to lead 

’em where-ever he pleas’d. 

Chofroes by this time had receiv’d a melancholy 
Account of the Summer’s Service : Sarbarazes , at 

'v a numerous Army, bad advanc’d as 

far 
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he dy’d, with which the Tyrant was fo little 
tisfy’d, that he committed feveral Indignities upon 

the dead Body. 

Thefe LofTes, and the Progrefs of Heraclius , 


%$% 


who continu’d 


Arms 


fo amaz’d Choft 


the Winter Sea 
that he knew not what 




fon, 

Meafures to take. All the Forces he could raife 
were committed to the Care of Razaftes , a Man 
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of great Valour and Quality, who, prefuming up 
on the Strength of his Arms, and late Diminution 
of the Roman Forces, thought to end the War at 

the Death of Heraclius , who, purfuing his 
Fortune, encamp’d on the Firft of December upon 
the River Zabes , near Ninive , whither Razaftes 

At firft feveral A£ti 


once 
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immediately follow’d him. 
ons pafs’d between the Parties fent out on both 
fries, in which the Romans for the mo ft part had 
the Advantage. Heraclius was inform’d by fome Pri- 
foners, that Razaftes waited only for the Arrival of 
three thoufand frefh Men, who had Orders from 


Chojroes to join him, and then was refolved to 
fight, whereupon the Emperor was defirous to en¬ 
gage him before thofe Succours could come up. He 
never behav'd himfelf with more Gallantry in any 


Action than 


this, for he kill’d three of the Per 


— ^ ^ 

fian Officers with his own Hand, and had hisHorfe 

wounded under him. After an obftinate Difputer^ Peril 
on both Sides the Perfians loft the Day, together ans defeat 

with their General, and moft of their Field Offi-**^ Hc “ 
cers. The Romans on. their Side loft no more raclus ‘ 
than fifty Men, and had about as many wounded; 

The Body of Razaftes was found in the Field of 
Battel, with a Shield and Armour all of Maffie 
Gold. 


Heraclius fuffer’d not his Men to grow cool 


i 


Chofroes td 


himfelf out of his Aftonifti 



m 


$ 
;jS-. 

j, *7 
ftri' 


raent, before he mov’d forwards againft him 


9 



haunted him from one of his Palaces to 




ther 
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ther 




till he Forc’d hkn to fly at length to Seleucia 


a ftrong City built upon the Tigris 


where he 


lock’d up faimfelf, his Wives and Children 


> 


his mo ft prepious Moveables 


At fefd 


> 


with 

one 


of the King’s Houfes of Pleafure 
his Cbriftmafs\ at another, 
found the Standards, which 
been taken from the Romans 


at another 


Heraelitis kept 


call’d Dy(iagerda 


he 


which at feveral times had 
lomans , with abundance of 


Spices, I 
whereof 


Hangings richly wrought, and much Silk, 
r , as much as could not be conveniently 


brought away 
of Pleafure* t( 


he burnt 




he did all his Houles 


Pleafure, to make Chofroes feel in fome meafure, 
he faid, what Mifchief he did when he deftroy’d 


the Roman Cities 


After this he releas'd feveral 


Captives that had been taken at Edejfa and Alex¬ 
andria, and diftributed his Forces into Winter 


Quarters 


5 


prepar’d either to renew the War in the 


Spring, or conclude a Peace, if yet Chofroes his 

inu’d Misfortunes had inclin’d him to liften to 

0 • 

but the Hand of God being againft him for 


if yet Chofy 


it 


continu’d Misfortunes had inclin’d him 


his abominable Impiety, and monftr 


he was deaf 


Barbarity 


all thole Councils that tended to his 


Safety 


and haften’d 


his own Ruin 


All this while Sarbarazes lay before Chalcedony 
without being .able to do any conflderable Service 
againft the Romans , upon which fome, who were 


upon which fome 


near the King 


perfuaded him that he held In 


telligence with the Enemy, and defign’d to betray 


the Army up to ’em \ whereupon Chofroes , who 
was now grown jealous, as well as revengeful, fent 
Orders to Chardavigas , another Commander in the 


Chof 


was now grown jealous 


Army 


to kill the General 


5 


and return with the 


Forces into Verfta . Thefe Letters were intercepted 
by fome Romans on the Borders of Galatia , and 
ca^ry’d to the Emperor’s Son at Confiantinopley who 


fent it to Sarbarazes s and he fhow’d 


the chief 


Officers of the Army, whom he perfuaded to throw 


ff their Allegiance to Chof 


y * 


and deprive him 

of 
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Heraclius. 
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A* 


of the Crown, of which he was fo unworthy. 

bout the fame time Chofroes had reje&ed new Pro- 
pofals of Peace fent him by Heraclius , which en- 
creas’d his Subjefts Averfion to him, and prepar’d 


em for any Innovation, But whilft Chofroes lay 
as he thought fecurely, in the Caftle of Seleucia 

he was feiz’d 


9 

9 



a Dyfentery, which reduc’d him 
to the laft extremity. Upon this Occafion he 
thought to provide his Subje&s with a SuccefTor, 
and accordingly prepar’d to Crown his youngeft 
Son Mardefanes^ whom he had by Syra 9 the moft: 
belov’d of all his Wives. Of this when Syroes 
the eld eft was advertis’d, he appeal’d to the Gran- 
' dees of the Realm, the moft confiderable of whom 

declar’d in his behalf. Upon this Encouragement 

Syroes wrote to Heraclius , by whole Advice he 
fet all the Roman Prifoners at Liberty; after which 
he feiz’d on his Father 


9 


and 


9 



having bound him in 
Chains, caft him into a Dungeon, which Chofroes 
had lately fortify’d for the Security of his Trea* 
fare. Here he was fed with nothing but Bread 
and Water, his Son delaring he might feed on 
that Gold 9 for the fake of which he had made fo 
many innocent People perifh with Hunger $ at the 
fame time he fent feveral of the Nobles to infult 

- ^ 

him, to fpit in his Face, and load him with Inju¬ 
ries more ignominious than the Chains he wore. 

After this he commanded Mardefanes and the reft Chofroes 

of his Sons to be murder’d in his Sight, and then? wr f trd 

— . . _ O * Atii kite /im9 


fliot him to Death. 

« • < 

This was the deferv’d End of Chofroes the Se- 
, a Proud, Cruel and Blafphemous Prince, af* 


by his own 


Son. 


9 


cond 

ter a long Reign of thirty five Years, _ 
which time he took from Heraclius all that was 
left to the Empire of Mefopotamia , all Syria , and 


during 


< v v/ j. a&A vy f auu. 

the Holy Land, with the City of Jerufalem it felf, 

/I _1 * i « « />« t 9 . # 


moft of which he loft back again to the Emperor 
before his Death. Syroes , having thus accomplifh’d 

his 
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his Defigns, gave the Emperor an Account of 
A feace what had been done, and made a perpetual Peace 
with the hinn 5 and that upon Conditions very advan- 

Per ians a ta g eous to r he Empire. For by vertue of this Peace 

all the Roman Provinces, that had been lately feix’d 
by the Perfians , were reftofd, together with three 
hundred Enfigns, and whatever elfe had been 
taken from the Romans , among the reft that Piece 
of Wood which was fuppos’d to have been part 
of the Crols, and which Chofroes had taken from 
Jevufalem 9 and brought in Triumph into Perfia, 
All. things being thus concerted, and agreed on 
, both Sides, the Emperor prepar’d to return&to Con « 
jiantmople, ■ giving Order in his Paffage for the 
Settlement of Affairs in Armenta^ and the other 
Provinces of the Empire. When he was arriv’d 
near to Conft antinopJe , his Son Con ft ant ms, the Pa¬ 
triarch, and the People came forth to meet him 
with Songs of Triumph, and loud Acclamations. 
HeracliusHis Entry into the City was great and magnificent, 
his great anc | indeed he deferv’d a Reception equal to the 

£ x P 0,ts r . greateft Captains, having, in the fpace of fix 

Years, recover’d to the Empire all the Eaftern Pro¬ 
vinces which had been taken from it by the Per - 
Jiansj punifh’d that perfidious Nation for the many 
Indignities offer’d to the Roman Name, reftofd 
the diftrefs’d People to their ancient Liberties, 
forc’d Chofroes ignominioufly to fly, and in a great 
meafure broke a State, which for feveral Years had 
been the moft potent and formidable of all others', 
for the Perfians never after attempted any Noble 
' Enterprize, but funk under the Subje£tion of the 

Saracens . All this was effected by Heraclius , at a 
time when the Empire was in a very low and help- 
lefs Condition,* the Treafure was exhaufted, the 
Militia decay’d, and the State threaten’d by the 
Barbarians on every fide. So that had Heracli¬ 
us dy’d here, or proceeded on in the fame Trafts 
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The Saracens , feeing them {elves -Matters of 


A. D. that Country 


m ad e 




into 



6 



the Governor of which they kill’d, and feiz’d on 
Ca%a with all the adjacent Country. * About this 


time a Comet was feen 


thofe 


the Shape of a Sword,which was 
tal Forerunner of the W ars 



form’d into 

fa- 


on 


► 

* 


which were to enfue 


The Year following they laid Siege to Soft 


j 





the 

City of Arabia , which in the end they 
took,and fo made themfelvesMafters of all that Coun¬ 
try j and improving their Conquefts march’d from 
thence into Syria, where Theodoras, the Emperor’s 
Brother, prepar’d to oppofe’em, but was defeated 
and forc’d to fly in great Diforder to Heraclius 
lying then at EdeJJd. Heraclius confidering the ill 


j , 


s 


5 


I 

l 


Succefs of h 


Arms 


War 


5 


quitted 



, and fearing the Iflue of the 
and went to Jerufalem r from 


i 



he remov’d the CroCs, with whatever elfc 
was of Value in the City, to Conftantinofk. 
In the mean time he order’d Bohames, whom he had 

his 



\ . 


made General of his Armies, to join Theodoras 


9 


the Ro¬ 
mans 


Chancellor, who lay with forty thoufand Men at 
EtneJJd . Upon thefe the Infidels fell in fuch great 
defeat jsj U thbers that they entirely routed ’em, Heaven it 




to efpoufe their Caufe 


9 


for 


ftrong 


North Wind arofe full in the Face of the Chfifti 
ans, and drove the Duft with fo muchViolence in¬ 
to their Eyes that they were forc’d to retire, and 
were moft of ’em loft in a River, which in that 
Confufion they attempted to pafs. Damafcus im¬ 
mediately fell into the Hands of the Saracens 

the Fruit of this Vidtory, from whence they 
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as 



a 


d into Ph&nicia 9 which they feiz’d, and pi 


ted with a Colony of their own 

far from ruining Damafcus , 
pillag’d, that they 



were fo 

it to be 


moft of the Inhabi 


or 



tants, especially the Ghriftians, to Continue in it 

where they were indulg’d with the free Exercife oi 


\ 


their 



Chap. IV 

their Relig 


LXI 



is i 


<9 


9 


for AumaYj the Prince 


u 
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or Caliph 

oi the Saracens, built a magnificent Temple in Da* 

which he appropriated to the peculiar Ufe 

of the Chriftians, 

After this he divided his Army, which was 
grown very numerous* into two Parts; one of which 

he fent 
fon to 


Egypt,, and with the other went in Per 



fieg 


jerufilem, The Egyptian 


fenfible that they were 


* • •. uv m being „ 

unable to refill the Forces ^ Msr 


and tan- 


I i 




that were moving againft them, and conceiving the 
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_ of the Saracens was rather to plunder than 
conquer, employ'd Cyrus the Patriarch to treat with 
them, who paid ’em down a large Sum of Gold 
in Hand* and agreed upon an annual Penfion of 


r 1 


• \ 




1 

; V. 

V" 






two hundred thoufand Crowns, upon Confide 
ration they fpar’d the Country. This Bargain was 
punctually obferv’d for three Years together, du¬ 


ring which time the Infidels attempted nothing a 
gainft Egypt. In the mean time the Patriarch was 

accus'd at Conflantinople for having brib’d the Bar^ 
barians with the Gold of Egypt^ and the Emperor was 


perfuaded to renounce^the 






he fent 


Manuel 


cement 5 whereupon 


Armenian , PraefqCfc into E 




gypt 9 where being fupported by an Army he took 
the Government of the Country upon him in the 
Emperor's Name; and when the Commifllonersfor 

the Saracens came at the Year’s End to demand the 

^ # * 

Sum the Inhabitants had oblig’d themfelves to pay, 

and 


® Manuel 

r : 


9 


‘ • 

' v'Co 


r 


t .1 


.ar 

:>V 

- .yfr , 
J/ v ;’ 


* 




d 'em with much Difdain 
told 'em. He was not a preaching Prieft whom 
had terrify'd into ignominious Conditions , but a Rd 
man General at the Head of- an Army. Upon this 



••V. 


the Saracens enter’d 
A rmy. 



with 


‘W ? ,( 

eV'V 1 

if* * 

fin* 

Iraade it tributary to their 


a very powerful 


Alex and 


* v 9 - j j 1 ;—. 

and having forc’d Manuel to fave himfelf 


9 


they feiz’d on the Country 


9 
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mg too late the ill Meafures he had 




and 

Heraclius find- 

, fent Cy• 


. J 




more to the Infidels, who offer'd, in thev 


U 1 


Empe 
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Abfurdities 


£ 

Conyan&urefor JMabomet to enforce h is 

upon tie World by the Terror of his Arms, which 

* _ 1 . ^ 11 « ^ m 


were fo wonderfully propagated by his Succeflbrs 
7 emfalem held out againit Aumar for two Years 

upon Condition 



D 


6x7 


together, but furrender’d at laft 
the Inhabitants might continue in the peaceable Rn- They take 
ioyment of their Liberties and E dates, and the free J erufalwn < 


Exercife of their Religi 


this Aumar 


contented 


and as faithfully obferv’d. From Ji 


dily 


falem he march’d with his Forces againft Antioch % 

the Capital of all the Eaft, which was unfurnifh’d 

with Men, or any Provifions fit to maintain a Siege* 

and was therefore forc’d to furrender, and receive 
a Garrifon of Saracens: So that they were now ab- 
folute in Syria and the Holy-Land, and were Ma 


fters in Ferjia, in Mesopotamia and Egypt, and had 


got firm Footing 


<dfrick 


So prodigious was the 




Encreafe of Mahomeufm, and fo fuddenly did the 
Misfortunes of the Empire prefs her down. 

This in Subfiance is the Account ofthofe Wars, 

left 

e% who are 


and the Beginning of the Saracenical Empi 


•r 

5 



the Grecian Writers of that 




juftly to be accus’d for their Succin£tnefs and Obfcu ? 
rity in a Subject that deferv’d to have been more copi¬ 
ously handled ^ for undoubtedly it mud needs have 
been various as well as furprizing in itsCircumftances 
containing no lefs than the fubduing whole Nati~ 
ons, altering ancient Governments, arid introducing 
a new Face of Affairs in the World. 


y 


Paulus Diaconus is more particular in his Ac 

m 

, efpecially fo far as the Affairs there 


count of 



of relate to his Countrymen the Lombards , who 
teem’d by a particular Favour of Fortune to have 
continu’d for the molt part in Peace with the Ro - 
mans , whilft the whole Strength of the Empire was 
employ’d elfe where*, not with {landing which the 
Emperor was not free from his Cares in thofe Parts, 

for John^ the Exarch of Ravenna, being kill’d by 

the 




* 
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Heracli u s. 


* 

i _ ^ 

in order to take Poffeflion of it, but was 


Chap 

Rome, 

inform’d in his March that Boniface the Fifth*was 
promoted to the Apoftolick Chair, which threw 
him into a Sufpence, and forc’d him to alter his 
Meafures *, for having commanded the Army to 




in 


halt, he carefs’d ’em in a very plaufible Speech, 
which he inveigh’d agatnft the Diftempers of the 
Times, and made’em large Promifcs of his Favour, 
Protection and Reformation i after which he af* 


fum’d the Title of King, the Soldiers rather per¬ 
mitting than confenting to it. Tor proceeding on 
towards Rome* where he intended to be invefted 


with the Enfigns of Majefty, the Army confider’d 
better of the MatterTy that time they came as far 


asLuceoli }and detefting the Treachery they flew isflam by 
the Traitor, and fent-his Head to the . fas Soldiers. 



who difpatch’d Ifaacms^ a Patrician, into Italy, to 
command as Exarch in his room. Ifaacius met 
with little Difturhance in his Government for a 


long time, the Lombards being too much at vari¬ 
ance among themfelves to attempt any thing againffc 
the Empire, ’till Roiharis was elefted King of that 
Nation* upon the Death of Ay told his Succeflbr. 

He, being a bufie,. aftive Prince, and zealous for A.D. 
the ^Honour of his Nation, whofe Dominions he 6j8. 
was ambitious of extending, broke the Peace which 


lus Predeceffors had made with the Romans 




and 


% r 

took by Fore© the Cities of Oder%o and 7 'revi/a 


* 


with all the Territories dependant on them. 


The 


Exarch 


being furpriz’d at this fudden,and unex¬ 
pected Rupture, broke with all Violence into the 
Dominions o£ the Lombards^ but was at length met 

, who fought him, and kill’d eight 



Rotharis 
thoufand of; the Romans 



thosi - 



psov’d a Defeat f an ^ R °- 


ui tuc jL\.umun j, wrnui • pi?uv u a 

of fuch Confequence, that from that Time for 

_ Tt ‘ ■ * r> r -....x .. I _ A <TL_ _ T » 1 _ 


5 


till the Reign of Luitprtind , no Afts of Ho- b a rds. 


ward 

ftility pafs’d betwixt'the Exarchs and the bombards 

who were fatisfy’d for the prefent with their new 

Con- 


mans flam 
by f&eLony 


) 



A 



* 
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Conftans 



Heraclms , before his Death, had declar’d his 


Son Conftantine 




C&fc 


9 


and affociated him in the 


x 


EtnpU^) lKJ 

crown’d Emperor at his 'FathaPfc Deceafe,. but 


fo that he was 



d 


and 


joy’d not the Dignity above four Months 
which time he gave the World a Promife of a 
very hopeful and magna'niitiOus Prince 

^ belov’d by the 
Step-mother Martina^ by Whofe Practices he was 
poifon’d to make way for her own Son Heracleon ; 





but delefted^by his 


but the God of 



ance would not fufFer her 


long to enjoy what ilie had purchas’d by the de 



been 
before 

joining 


tefted Sin of Parricide*, for her Son had 
obey’d as Emperor fix Months tog 
the Senate re-aflum’d their Courage, 
with the Refentments of the People, depriv’d her 
and her Son of the Sovereignty, cutting off his 
Nofe, and pulling her Tongue out of her Head 


\ 


$ 



of Juft ice they were 


after which exemplary 

both banifti’d. At the fame time Pyrrhus , the He 
retical Patriarch of Conflantinople , who had been 


Martina’s Inftrument in her 


fhould be 



to an Account 



fearing he 
is wicked 


A- D 

642* 


Practices, retir’d* fi 


his See, and fecur’d himfelf 


by a voluntary Exile 


* 


The Senate, having thus deliver’d the State from Constans 


the Ufurp 


of Heracleon and his Mother 


ad 


II 


d Conftans , the Son of Conftantine, to the 


Throne 


9 


on which he fare twenty feven Year 




5, 

as 


9 


and was the Heir of his Grandfather’s Ei 
well as of his Dom 

The great Progress of the Arms of the Infidels 
\yhich began in the Reign of Heraclius , was con 
tinu’d with wonderful Succefs in this of his Suc- 
ceftbr, upon which Account the World was fill’d 
with Defolations and 



lety 


* 


for where-ever the 




Saracens carry’d their Victorious Arms they ruin’d 


the 



and deftroy’d the 



The Em¬ 
peror 





too 


The Roman Hijlory. 
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peror for the pr^ent loo&iag on as an iaie spectator, 
of what he had not the Power to prevent. Thcfc 


fenfc looking on as an idle Spe&at 


Diftrafhions encourag’d Mauritius 


who had been 


made Governor of Rome by Heraclius , 


to revolt 


and fet up for himfelf 


The better to colour his 


Treafon he pretended openly 


that Ifc 


9 


Ex 


arch of Ravenna, had afiiim’d the Imperial Orna« 
ments, and that therefore it was his Duty to op. 
pofe him before he had time to confirm himfelf 


in his Ufurpation 


Upon which 


all the Forces he could raife 


having mutter’d 


he exafted from ’em 


Oath of Obedience, and prepar’d to march 


gainft Ifc 
ceedings. 


ictus , who, being inform’d of his Pro- 
and fenfibie how dangerous fuch a Corn¬ 
ish t Drove, fent an intimate Friend of 


motion might prove 


his own, and a Perfon of great Authority ,tc yRom 
with a confiderable Sum of Mony, 

Head of the choiceft of his Troops 


$ 


and at the 

This Man, 


having led his Forces near to the Walls of the Ci 


*y 


9 


publifh'd a Declaration 


wherein 


Mauritius 


Was declar’d a Rebel, and to thofe who would quit 
the Traitor, and return to their Obedience, were 
not only promis’d a Pardon from the Emperor, but 


a confiderable Gratuity, 
immediately to pay ’em 


which he was authoris’d 


Up 


this Encourage 


ment the Army totally deferred from Mauritius 
who fled for Refuge into one of the Churches, 
from whence he was taken out by Force, and had 
his Head ftruck off by an Order from the Exarch, 


they were leading him 


Chains to Ravenna 


. A. D. 

647. 

The Sara- 
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cens Con- 
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qmr A- 

ririck. 


The beginr 
markable for 
ble Difputes i 

unhappily beg 


of this Prince 


Reign 


re 


J 0 4 * U4VJV. u m . 

othing more than thofe unleafons^ 


'4 


Religi 


which his Grandfather 


9 


and which he carry’d on with 


equal Impetuofity, and fo? the Succefs of the Sa 


racens in 


Africk 


where in the end they made 


themfelves abfolute. For one Gregory being at that 


time Imperial Praefeft in that Country 


tender'd 

him- 
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* 

ft 

into a general Confufion , for the 
the inferior Members were unable 


to execute their Office as they ought. 


& 






is not eafify to be 


imagin’d 


how prejudicial 



if** 

r* «y 

•V 


V f 
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thefe Difputes prov’d to the Caufe of Chriftianity, 
and definitive to the Empire. For Conftans was 
fo wholly taken up in ’em, that he was blind to fe* 
veral Advantages with which the Divifions of the 
Saracens prefented him, occafion’d firft by fome 


$ 
m 


OK 


controverted Points in their Alchoran, and after¬ 
wards by fome Contefts in the Succeffion, which 


in time grew fo high between the Competitors 


5 


to 


that they proceeded to 
Mahuvias , one of the Pr 



s of Hoftility, 


hders 


1 


and 

fearing leaft the 




* 






I 
1 


Emperor fhould be perfuaded to make a right ufd 
of their Divifions, and recover what they had un- 
juftly torn from the Empire, fent Offers of a 
Peace between his Nation and the Romans , which 
the unwary Emperor readily condefcended to, and 
it was agreed between ’em that each Party fhould 
|peaceably enjoy what they had then in Poffeffion, 
and Mahuvias 9 by way of Acknowledgement, fhould 
fend Conflans every Year a thoufand Crowns of 
Gold, a fine Horfe, and a Slave. Tho’ this Trea- 


SB 


\*K 


V 3 


/I: 




Hi 




► 




4« 


ty was propos’d by Mahuvias , and concluded at his 
[Defire, yet he maintain’d it no longer than the 
Obfervance of it confided with the Intereft of his 
Nation, watching all Advantages to weaken the 
Empire, and make the Name of the Saracens terrible 
jto Mankind. Before this Peace, and in the twelfth 


I 


litf 


m 


ft 


fear of this Emperor’s Reign, he feiz’d on Rhodes , 
here he deftroy’d the famous Colojfits , founded by 
Laches or Chares , thirteen hundred and fixty Years 
* efore, and efteem’d one of the World’s Seven 


and 

Rhodes. 


fa. 
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onders. It was compos’d of Brafs, and caft in the 

Form of a Man, in height feventy, fome fay eighty 

Qubits. It flood with its Legs extended over the 
paven, fb that Ships with their Mafls ere£l fail’d 

between 


1 1v 
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to which Confians un worth ily-condefcended 


5 


r 

and 


they perfidioufly broke, fcrfoon as they had com-’ 


pos’d their Domefiick Contentions, 

During this Truce, Conftans, inftead of uniting 


the Minds of his Subjects, and preparing with all 
his Forces to oppofe the fworn Enemies of the Em¬ 
pire, committed an A& which render’d him odious 
both to God and Man. He had a Brother call’d 
Theodofeus, whofe Virtue and Integrity had ren¬ 
der’d him the Darling of the People, which made 
the degenerate Emperor behold him with a jealous 
Eye: He was confcious how ill he had deferv’d the 
Affe&ions of his Subjects, ( and thought he had 
juft Reafon to apprehend fome Innovations j to 
prevent which he forc’d his Brother, who was ca¬ 
pable of heading an Party againft him,to be ordain’d 
Deacon, and receiv’d the Cup in the Holy Sacra¬ 
ment from his Hands j as it was in thofe Days cu- 
ftomary with the Deacons as well as Priefts to admi- 
nifter the Eucharift. After which, thinking the Conflaas 
Holy Fun£fcion an infufficient Security for him his 

gainft his Fears, he order’d him to be murder’d 




but had no fooner committed the execrable Deed 
before he was mo ft grievoufly terrify’d with the 
Remorfe of Confcience. 


Brother. 

A. D. 
6f9* 


dreaming almoft every 
Night that he beheld his Brother approaching him 
with a Cup of Blood in his Hand, and command 
ing him to flake his inhuman Third, Being perpe 
tually haunted and terrify’d with thefe Vifions at 
Conflantinople , the Scene of his lace Inhumanity, 
he thought by quitting that City to fhake off the 
Terrors of bis Mind, and accordingly refolv’d for 
Sicily , looking back with Scorn, Regret and In¬ 
dignation upon that Royal City, and Seat of his 
Empire, whereby his Obftinacy, HerefieandPar 

ricide he had render’d himfelf odious to the Inha 
bitants. 


From this time forward he rov’d up and 
down, like a Vagabond, with Cain's Curfe unori 


X 


him 


7 


9 
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Son Romoald to command in Benevehtum during 


his Abfence 


When he was arriv’d 


the City 


the Ambaffador was fent to acquaint Gurideberi with 
his Approach, and concealing from him the true 
Intention of his Expedition perfuaded the ineonfi- 
derate Prince to lodge him in his Palace, where at 
the fir ft Enterview he was murder’d by Grimoald, 9 
who immediately feiz’d on his Treafure and Domi¬ 
nions. Vertharit , terrify’d at his Brother’s Fate^ 
and thinldng himfelf unable to withftandfo potent 
a Rival, fled from Milan to Chagan , 



i 

s' 


s' 

iii 
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Bunns' demanding his Prote&ion and Affiftance. 
Grimoald having thus kill’d one Brother and forc’d 
the other to fly his Country marry’d their Sifter, 
after which he was, by the univerfal Confent of 
the People, declar’d King of the Lombards. So 
foon as he faw himfelf confirm’d in his Power at 

0 

home his fir ft Care was to fecure himfelf again ft any 

foreign Attempts, and therefore requir’d the Hunns 
to baniih Vertharit out of their Dominions, other- 


! 
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ft 




* i w 

wV 
& 




Vr. 

<1* 

% 

§ 
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wife he threaten’d to renounce the Peace that was 

& 

at that time eftablifti’d between the two Nations; 

% • 

Tho’ Chagan exprefs’d a great Affe&ion to the un¬ 
fortunate Prince, yet being averfe to a War with 
the Lombard > he commanded Vertharit to quit his 
Territories % who, not knowing where to direct bis 


Courfe, refolv’d in that defperate Condition to try 
Grimoald'§ Honour and Generofity : To which 


7 r 


ft 

■$. 
v: 


purpofe he remov’d 


Lodi 


5 


from whence he di 


\>v 

*4 


fpatch’d Vindfus, his intimate Friend, to intercede 
in his behalf with Grimoald^ and obtain a Permifli- 


1 1 










tip-: 

t 
t 

if 

t*l 

■h 


on to refide in Safety at Vavia. Grimoald appear’d 
at firft exceeding glad of the Overture, he enter¬ 
tain’d Unulfus with much Friendlhip, and gave 
Order that Vertharit fhould 


be 


d with 



a 




Refpe£t due to his Quality; but when he obferv’d 




i<*i 





Chap. V 


LXII. 


Conftans II. 


50 9 


tented Spirit, he fitted out a very powerful Fleet in 
Sicily ) from whence fetting Sail he arriv’d at Taren- Conftans 

turn, and march’d his Army immediately to 
ventum , taking Luceria % and feveral other Towns i ta i yo 


turn* and march’d his Army immediately 


belonging to the Lombards , in his way. Romoald % 
we obferv’d before, was left behind to command 


Italy 


in his Father’s Abfence 
form'd of the Emperor 5 


he, as foon as he was 


—* 


Approach 


9 


fent Sefuald\ 


who had been formerly his Governor, to give the 
King an Account of th*e Danger the Town was in. 
Grimoald inftantly prepar’d to march to his Relief, 
and difpatch’d back the Meffenger with News of 


his coming 


but Sefuald , before he could 


the Town, fell in with a Party , of the Romans 


by 


whom he was carry "d to the Empe 


who de 


manding what he was and whence he came, he 


ply’d without any Hefication 


the King to 


that he was fent by 


form his Son of his Approach at the 


Bead of an Army to relieve him 


This put Confi 


into a great Fright, who now thought of nothing 
but railing the Siege, and retiring in thebeft man¬ 
ner he could to Naples and left the Enemy ftiould 


moleft.him in the Rear, he defir’d to frighten Ro~ 
moald into fuch Conditions of Peace as would be 
mo ft for his Advantage: Accordingly he command¬ 
ed Sefuald to go to the Walls, and advife the be- 
fieg’d Prince to deliver up the Place, upon an Af- 
furance that there was no Poflibility of any Relief, 
threatning to fee him hewn in Pieces^if he refus’d 




to obey 


Sefuald promis’d 


Pieces^if he refus’d 
do as he was requi¬ 


red, but when upon his Summons Romo aid appear’d 
upon the Walls, he encourag’d him to entertain no 

Thoughts of a Surrender or Accommodation, for 
that his Father was marchingtohis Afliftance with 
a ^y powerful Army; at the fame time he defi- 

to take care of his Wife and Children. 


red h 


of h 


E° r •» fa id he, I am in the Enemies Hands , who this 


Montent are beginning by a lingring 

x 5 


lefs Death 




J 



to punijh me for my AjfeBion and Fidelity to my 
Prince . Accordingly his Guard who attended fell 
upon him by the Emperor’s Order, and murder’d 
him} after which Confians commanded his Head to 
be cut off, and by the Help of an Engine to be 
thrown into the Town, where it was taken up and 
' carry’d to Romoald* who having kifs’d it with great 

Lamentations, very decently bury’d it. In the 
mean time the Emperor, hearing the Lombards 
were in a very fhort March of him, rais’d the Siege 
in great Precipitation, and broke up for Naples *but 
was intercepted in his March by a Party of the 
Lombards , who fell upon the Rear, and cut off fe« 
veral of his Men, with little or no Lofs fuftain’d I 
on their Side. To revenge which Difgrace,«SVzfofy- I 
ms % one of the Nobility, undertook with twenty 

thoufand Men to defeat Grimoald himfelf, of I 
whom the Court hadfo dreadful an Apprehenfion. 
With him Romoald, at his own earneft Requeft to I 
his Father, engag’d} and tho’ the Succefs for fome i 
time continu’d doubtful, yet the Vi£iory at laft in- I 
clin’d to the Lombards , who following the Chace 
flew a great N umber of the Romans, and among the 
reft Saburrus their vain-glorious Captain. 

A. D* Thefe Misfortunes convinc’d the Emperor that j 
664. 11 was * n va * n t0 contend any longer with them; 

yet that he might not be thought to have made a 
fruitlefs Expedition into Italy* he prepar’d to go 
and viflt Rome ,where when the News of his Intent 
was carry’d it was receiv’d with the great Satisfa¬ 
ction both of the Pope and the People, for Romo 
had not been honour’d with the Prefence of an 
Emperor for a long time before, for which Reafon 
they provided him a very magnificent Reception. 

In the Account Taulus Diacoms has left us of it 

we may obferve, that the Pope paid the Emperor 

fuch Honours as his Succeflors have fince difdain’d 

to the Imperial Dignity, and that the Etnperor was 

not 
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he 
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not in thofe Days requir’d to kifs the Pope’s Toe 
which Ceremony, had it been then perform’d 
would not have been omitted by that Author* He 
tells us, the Emperor remov’d out of the City moft 
of the richeft and remarkable Rarities in it, which 
he order’d to be tranfported to Conflantinople . Af¬ 
ter he had continu’d twelve Days in Rome % 
turn’d to Naples , and from thence into Sicily , fet¬ 
tling his Court at Syracufe , where he impoverifh’d 
the I danders by his heavy Taxes and unreafonable 
Impofitions. 

By that time the Emperor was retir’d out of Ita¬ 
ly that Country was threaten’d with a new Irrupti¬ 
on of the barbarous Nations. Lupus , the Duke of 
Forum Julii , obferving Grimoald's Forces were di 
vided to defend him at once from the Emperor and 
the French , committed feveral Outrages, for which 
the King, who was now returning in a triumphant 


manner 


3 


h 

-! 


) 


threaten’d to call him to afevere Account „ 
he, knowing he was unable to juftifie what he had 
done, fupported one Injury with another, and re- 

d his Allegiance to Grimoaldy who was very 


but unwilling to lead 


his 


r« 


defirous to chaftife him 

Lombards againft him, left he fhould bring ’em 
quainted with Civil Wars/ Upon which Confide- 
ration he invited Chagan , the King of the Hunns , 
to fall upon him,promifing to abandon him arid all his 


Subftance to him 


Chag 


(a Name common to all 


the Kings of that People) embrac’d fo favourable 
an Opportunity of extending his Dominions, and 
fell the Year following with a very powerful Army 


Friu U 


where Lupus defended himfelf very 


goroufly for four Days together, but was at length 

overthrown, and kill’d in Battel. This Viftory 

made the Hunns look on the Country as their own 

fqr which reafon they over-ran it, and wafted it at 
their Pleafure 

and demanded him to retire with hifrForees 





* 


whereupon Grimoald fent to the 
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iince 
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fince the Work was done for which they had been 
call’d in. Cbagan anfwer’d plainly, that be would 
not fo eafily quit a Country which he had conquer'd by 
the Force of bis Arms , and at the Expence of fo ma¬ 
ny of his Subjecls Lives . Grimoald, provok’d at this 
refolute Reply, prepar’d to remove him by Force, 
and collided as good an Army as he could, which 
however was far fihort in Number to that of his 
Adverfary *, for which Reafon he made ufe of a 
Stratagem to reprefent it more numerous than it 

was: For he mutter'd his Soldiers in the Prefence 
of Chaganh Ambaffidors, and made the fame Troops 
march before him two or three Days together in 


tortions 


vtas 


& different Cloathing, by which means they ap 
pear’d to be treble the Number they really were, 
and as fuch the Ambafladors reprefented them to 
their Matter, with which he was fo terrify'd that he 
immediately retreated into his own Dominions. 

Whilft Conflans was employing his Days in Ex* 

and wafting his Nights in Terror, Mabu- 
who was now become Chief of the Saracens 

S 

without any Competitor, began to contemn the un¬ 
worthy Emperor, and fent his Son I%od into Roma - 

who proceeded as far as Chalcedony and took 
Armarium , a City of Phrygia, wherein he left a 
ftron 2; Garrifon, and then retir’d home with ex¬ 
traordinary Spoils. Confla?is recover'd the City the 
next Winter, and put all the Garrifon to the Sword, 
after which he return’d to his old Oppreffions, in 
which he grew infufferably troublefome to the In¬ 
habitants of Calabria , Sicily , and Sardinia , fparing 
neither Churches nor the Holy Furniture of the 

Altar. From thcfe enormous Courfes he was fhovt* 

♦ 

after diverted by Saporius , whom he had msde 


ma 


A.D* Governor of Armenia 


who 


v/i uui kji jtjl* mm wiiv/iij 

employ'd in his Sacrilegious Violence, rebell’d, and 


him w 


holly 



i 


fent Sergius , Matter of the Borfe ? to require 

Affiftance -and Support from Mahuvias : at whole 


Cour 
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Court Andreas, one of the Bed-Chamber, arrived 
from the Emperor at the fame time, and upon the 
fame Errand. Tho’ the King gave Audience to 
both, yet he declar’d for Sapor ins, and promis’d to 
fend him a very powerful Affiftance; but before it ’ 
could arrive the Ufurper’s Horfe threw him, and 
he dy’d thortly after of the Fall. The fame juft 
Punifhment befel his Ambaffador Sergius, who in 
his Return fell into Andreas his Hands, and was 
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Conftantine or the Ufurper, ’till the Army at length 
difcover’d the Inability of the Idol they had fee 
up, and began to repent of his Promotion. This 
Difaffe&ion in the Army in Sicily prefently diffus’d 
it felf into other Parts, fo that a powerful Party 


began to appear for Conftantine , who, having fitted Constan- 
out a ftrong Fleet, attack'd the Ufurper, whom he T1N? m * 
defeated and put to Death, together with all thofe 


who had been the moft active in his Behalf. 


Ha 


virig fettled all things according to his.Defire in 
Sicily , 


where he was proclaim’d and acknowledg’d 
Emperor, he fet Sail for Gmftantinople , where he 
was received with the general Satisfa&ion of his 
People, who gave him the Sir-name of Pcigonatus y 
becaufe, being young when he left the City, he 


had no more than a little Down appearing upon 
his Chin, but now return’d to ’em with a mature 
Beard. At firft he affum’d his two Brothers, Ti¬ 
berius and Heraclius , as his AfTociates in the Em¬ 
pire with him, but finding the People purfu’d ’em 
with their Acclamations* and that fome prefum'd 
to demand they might be formally Crown’d as 
well as himfelf, he cut off their Nofes, by which 
Mutilation he deftroyd their Hopes to the Sove¬ 
reignty; and fome add his Jealoufie was not fatiP 
fy’d with that Remedy, but that he fhortly after 
put ’em to Death. Notwithstanding this inhu 
man A£tioh he always exprefs’d a great Zeal for 
the Purity'of Faith, and appear’d much concern'd 
at the Divifions the Monothelites fomented in the 
Church, which he endeavour’d by all means pof- 
fible to remove, for which purpofe he caus’d the 
Sixth General or Oecumenical Council to be ce 
lebrated at Conftantinople , in the thirteenth Year of 
his Reign. 

This Year the Saracens made a new Irruption 
into jtffrick, where fome of the Natives had in- 
fultcd their Garrifons, and after having committed 

unipeakable 


\ 
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I 

unfpeakable Diforders they led away eighty thou« 

fand Prifoners. They were now grown fo exceed¬ 
ing powerful, that there was hardly a Province in 
the Empire into which they did not pierce the 
Year following, deftroying ail in a mod barbarous 
manner where-ever they pafs’d with Fire and 
Sword. Particularly, obferving the unfettled Face 
of Affairs at Conflantinople , they made a Defcent 
into Sicily, taking Syracufe , the Capital City of the 
Ifland, from whence they tranfported to Alexan¬ 
dria every thing of value, efpecially fuch Rarities 
as the Emperor Conftans had remov’d thither out 
of Italy* This Succefs encourag’d ’em to greater 
Attempts, for they fhortly after rigg’d out a Fleet, 
with which they pafs’d into Cilicia , which they 
wafted in a very Hoftile manner, and winter'd at 
Smyrna, from whence they prepar’d to Befiegc 


A. D. Conflantinople it felf, which they did by Sea and 


671 


■ 

* 


Land the Year following 

But by this time Conftamine had fo firmly fet¬ 
tled himfelf in the Throne, fo throughly reform’d 
the Court and the Army, and fo effl&ually provi¬ 
ded for the City and the Fleet, that he was very 
little concern’d at their Motions. He received ’em 
with fo much Courage, and with an Army fo well 
appointed, that they were forc’d to retire with 
great Lois towards the latter end of the Summer to 
Cyucus , which they feiz’d, and there laid up their 
Fleet ’till the next Spring, and then they prepar’d 
to renew the Siege, which the Grecian Writers fay 
continu’d for feven Years together, tho’ it appears 

from fome of ’em that a Peace was concluded in 

« 

the fourth Year, to the great Satisfaction of the 
Saracens . and that for Reafons which will be fiiown 


hereafter. 


The Siege was carry’d on from Year 


to Year with various Succefs, during which Con - 
ftantine gave the World remarkable Inftances of his 

| and the Saracens found by 

Expe^ 


great Care and Conduft 




the Gothic4 Princes, at that time King of Spain , 
watching an Advantage fell upon ’em and deftroy’d 
their whole Fleet. Thefe concurring Misfortunes 
encourag'd the Maronites , or Mardaites , in great 
Numbers to feize upon Mount Libams , the moft 
ferviceable Places whereof they fo ftrongly fortify’d* 
that they found themfelves fecure againft all At¬ 
tacks, and were Ihortly after join’d with fucli 
Multitudes of Slaves, made fuch by the Saracens 
in the Courfe of their Wars, who fled thither for 
their Liberty, that they compos’d a very numerous 
Army, which defcending in Bodies regularly 
form’d, cover’d the Plains of Syria and Valefline 9 
and grew terrible to the Saracens. Hereupon 

Mahuvias^ 

* 


\ i s 
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Mahuvias^ feeing himfelf thus aflaulted on every 

fide* and that Fate feem’d to threaten his Nation 

* w 

with an entire Diffolution, thought a Peace with 
the Emperor the bed Expedient at fo dangerous 
Conjun&ure*, accordingly he fent his Ambafla- 


dors to Treat with Conti 


upon that Subjeft 


The Emperor, who thought it Prudence to em 

brace a Peace if to be obtain’d upon honourable 
Terms, and was zealoufly careful to compofe the 


Differences in Relig 


t 


eadily liften’d to the 





a 


verture* and fent John y Sirnam’d Pit&igrandis 
Patrician, famous for his Wifdorri and Nobility, 
as his Plenipotentiary into Syria f where he met 
with a Reception fuitable to his Quality, and at 
length the Negotiations on both fides were brought 
to this Iffiie, That for thirty Years together a 

olably be obferv’d between the 


Truce Ihould 
Romans and the Saracens 


deration 
Succeffor 


> 




Gold 

Horfes 


who, upon that Confi 
were oblig’d to pay the Emperor and his 

y 'Year thirty thoufand Pounds of 


5 


five hundred Slaves, and as many choice 


Authors 


vary 


to the Articles of this 


Treaty, but they all agree that in the Subftance of 

, it was very much to 


it 


as Matters then flood 


the Honour of the Empire. For upon the Con 
clufion of it the King or Chagan of the Avarl 
the Himns , 




Bulg 


upon the Empire, fent 


and other Nations bordering 


gratulate Conjiantine 


1 


and to renew their former Alliances confirm’d be 
tween ’em, by which means the Empire for fome 
time enjoy’d a greater Tranquility than it had done 
many Years before. 

The Mgronites* who gave a beginning to this 


Peace 




were 


according to fome Authors 


Cbri 


ftiarjs inhabiting the Mountain Libanus , fo nam’d 
from a Monk call’d Maron , very much efteem’d 
by ’em for his extraordinary Learning and Holy 


Life 


Others, upon more probable Ground 


9 


de 
rive 
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rive their Name from the Country they inhabited 
call’d Maronia^ extending from the Sea near An 


r p 

s 


tioch up to the Mountain hibanus 


For it appears 


from fome ancient Medals, that they were know 


c 
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by that Name to the World before 


Day 


of 


Chriftianity 


and for as much as their Country 


r 


v' 
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t* 

Hi 
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abounded with moft excellent Wines they efteem’d 
Bacchus as their great Patron and Protector. For 


fome time they were 


great Check to the Con 


quells of the Saracens^ but were in the end forc’d 
tofubmit, tho 5 upon r'eafonable Terms, fecuringto 
themfelves 


among other Privileg 


the free Ex 


ercife of their Religion; and the better to keep 
their Country free from the Intermixture of Ma¬ 
hometans^ they are faid at tms Day to pay a great 
Annual Tribute to the Grand Seignior, At firft 
they embrac’d the Errors of the Monothelites i but 
fome fav the? have at length renounc’d ’em, and 


w- 

V. 


Annual Tribute to the Grand Seignior, A 
they embrac’d the Errors of the Monothelites 


fome fay they have 


length 


d 


em 




t J 


many Years fince fubmitted themfelves to the 


Pope of Rome 
The Em per 


> 


having thus concluded a Peace 


<■ 


ft 

«• 

*!* 

5 

; r S 

I 
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with the Saracens , and the reft of the Neighb 


ing Nations 


rneftly endeavour’d to find out fome 


Remedy for the Divifions of the Church 


> 


which 


every Day improv’d, and grew more incurable 
and began to think of fummoning a general Coun¬ 


cil for that purpofe 


which he was 


nellly le 


conded by Agathon , at that time Pope of Rome 


% 

i 

i 

Jr* 

H- 

¥ 
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but was a little diverted from his Defig 


new Attempts of the Bulg 


by fome 


who to the num 


ber of one hundred thoufand Perfons came 


a 




nexhaufted 


•*.* 

i 


bout this time out of Scythia , that inexhauftc 
Fountain of barbarous Nations, and leaving the 
Native Seats upon the Banks of the Rivers Polg 


and leaving their 
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Bulg 


[call d 'Bulg 


from whence Tome imagine they 


wei 


f 


they proceeded in a tumul 


The Bulga¬ 
rians pafs 

the Danube 


maimer ’till they came to the Danube , which they 
pafs’d, and exceedingly harafs’d the Territories of 

the 
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a profefs’d Monothelm endeavour’d by all his Arti 
fices to fruftrate the Emperor’s good Intentions 
and was therefore by his Authority depos’d 
open’d at Confiantinopl 


J Z I 




9 


was 



the twenty feeond of 


D, 

<S8o„ 

% 

The (ixth 


November , A . D. 680., In the Pope’s Letters 5 
by his Legates to the Emperor the grofs Ignorance General 
of the Roman Bilhops at that time evidently ap- ^ 01 fj cl \ 
pears from his own Confeffion 


9 


for 


after many **JT. 


9 


9 



Expreflions full of Refpeft and Submiffion,hehum 
bly befeeches the Emperor to excufe their Igno¬ 
rance of the Languages and the Holy Scriptures 
for he tells him he was forc'd to fend into England 
a Divine , having no Perf on in Italy fit to appear 
that Quality at the Council. And this is written 
not only in Behalf of his own Legates, but the 
Deputies of the Synod, if this Ignorance prevail’d 
to fo high a Degree among the Clergy of Rome , in 
what Darknefs muft the common People be in¬ 
volv’d ? And yet fuch as thefe have been chofeh 


iple 


\ 


to decide the moil important Controverfies relating 
to the Salvation of Mankind, who were implicite- 
ly oblig’d to fubmit to their Decifions. 

This Council was the raoft confiderable thing 
relating to the Church that happen’d in that Age$ 
tho’ it was remarkable for nothing more than that 
it anathematis’d Honorius , who had been Pope of 
Rome in the Year 6z6: From whence it is evident 


that the Pope is as liable to Errors as other Bilhops 
and that a General Council 
are Truths the great Champ 


m 

5 


abov 


e 


him 


which 


have 
to overthrow 


ons for the Papacy 
thefe latter Ages, very earneftly labour’d 


In th 


fifteenth Seffion of this 

* * 

as an 
. Be- 


was 



Council Polycbronius^ a Prieft 
obftinate Hereticlc and Seducer of the Peopl 

tog a 

I feffion of Faith 
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profefs’d Monothelite he had written his Con 


larg 


Paper, and laid it upon 
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dead Corps, declaring boldly, in the Prefence ot 


Council and all the 



of Confiantinopl 

that 
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when Benedict the Second was advanc’d to the Pa« 
pacy. This Indulgence, as it was intended to pre 

vent thofe Diforders upon Ele&ions, which, as it 
appear’d afterwards, it could not remove, fo was it 

a or eat Step to that Sovereign Authority, to which 
the Papacy in fucceeding Ages attain’d. 

Tho’ Italy had for a long time enjoy’d a perfect 
Tranquility, and r both the Exarchs and Lombards 
religioufly obferv’d the feveral Treaties concluded 
between ’em, yet was it not exempt from other 
Judgments, which appear’d more terrible and grie 
vous than War it felf: For about this time there 
happen’d fuch great Tempefts and Convulfiom in 
the Heavens, as if the Elements had confpir’d a» 
gainft Mankind $ the W inds were fo violent that 
many Buildings were overthrown, and Trees rooted 
up; the Rains fell in fuch prodigious Quantities, 
that all the Tillage was deftroyd,and were attend¬ 
ed with Thunders and Lightning, which flew great 
Numbers of People*, and the Earth became fo cor¬ 
rupt, from thefeunufual and unnatural Alterations 


that a deadly Plague enfu’d, which fwept off great 
Multitudes of the Inhabitants. 

Conftantine 's great Care and Zeal for the Peace of 
the Church preferv’d like wife that of the State, for 
he liv’d all the reft of his Reign in a Repofe and 
Tranquility which his Virtue had deferv’d. The 

Saracens religioufly obferv’d the Treaty concluded 


between them and the Umpire, and the Lombards 


were too much at Variance among themfelves to 
attempt any thing againft his Officers in Italy , fo 
that he found himfelf at leifure to attend the Af¬ 


fairs of his own Family, and the Welfare of the 
Church, which he enrich’d with many magnificent 
Buildings and Royal Endowments. He had for a 
long time enjoy’d an uninterrupted Health, which 
now began to be impair’d, whereupon he declar’d 
his Son Jufttnian his Collegue in the Empire, and 

Y % took 











III. The Inconftancy of Fortune, and Viciffi- 
tude of Human Affairs, appears fo confpicuous no 
where as in thofe who are advanc’d in Dignity a- 
bove the reft of Mankind $ to prove which, the 
Emperor, of whofe Reign we are now going to 
treat, is a moft fignal Inftance; and the Reader 
will find him like an Aitor, fometimes entring up¬ 
on 
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on the Stage doath’d in the glorious Ornaments of 
Imperial Majefty, at others defolate and forfaken, 
ftripp’d of his Power, and expos’d to the Scorn 
and Contempt of the People. 

Conftantine ) at his Death, had left the State in fo 
good a Condition, and contrafted fuch firm Alli¬ 
ances with his Neighbours, that his Son Juftinian^ 
tho’ a Youth no more than fixteen Years old, and 
degenerating from the Virtues of his Father, being 
rafh,i cholerick, fickle and intractable, yet was at 
firfi; cbearfully obey’d by all Men, and for fome 
Time govern’d the Empire in that Tranquility in 
which his Father had left it. Abdelmelech^ Prince 
of the Saracens , fent and confirm’d the Peace riiade 
by his PredecefTor, offering, among other Condi¬ 
tions, to reftore to the Emperor whatever they of 
his Nation retain’d in Africk , together with other 
Annual Contributions of Men and Horfes: In Con- 
fidcration of which Juftinian undertook to reprefs 
the Inroads of the Mardaites , or Maronites , men¬ 
tion’d before, who by their frequent Excurfions 
from Mount Libanus very much incommoded the 
Saracens. At the fame time Abdelmelech engag’d 
himfclf to pay the Emperor a thoufand Crowns a 
Day, and provide every Roman employ’d in the 
Service with an Horfe and a Slave. Thefe Articles 
prov'd very prejudicial to the Empire, for there 
were at leaft twelve thoufand experienc’d Soldiers 
of thole Maronites , who continually harafs’d all the 
Country held by the Saracens from Mopfueftia to 
Armenia , and, forcing the Inhabitants to defertit, 
render’d it barren and unferviceable. Thefe People 
Magtftrianus was fent by the Emperor to reprefs, 
to the utter Ruin and DefirucHon of the Roman 
Power and Authority in thofe Parts, as it after¬ 
wards appeal’d, upon a Rupture between Abdelme\ 
lech and the Emperor, and brought unfpeakable Ca¬ 
lamities upon the Territories of the Empire. 

X 5 
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A, D. Juflinian , having by this means as he thought 

fecur’d himfelf again it any Attempts of the Sara • 

broke the League his Father had folemnly 
made with the Bulgarians ^ and having mufter’d his 
Army he enter’d their Country in a very hoftile 
manner, exacting unreafonable Contributions from 
the Inhabitants, and feizing on feveral Forts which 
had been abandon’d. This Succefs in the begin¬ 
ning of the War made him earelefs and prefumj tu» 
ous, which when the Bulgarians obferv’d they re- 

juftinian cover’d Courage, and, drawing all the Forces they 
overthrown {j ac j together, prefs’d fo clofely upon the Emperor 

garians that he was oblig’d to reftore mo ft of his Prifoners, 
^ ’ Towns, and whatever elfe he had taken from ’em* 
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broke the League his Father had folemnly 


and feizing on feveral Forts which 


Towns, and whatever elfe he had taken from ’em, 
to purchafe a Retreat. 

Notwithftanding this Mifcarriage he return’d in 
a triumphant manner to Constantinople , and, as if 
his late imaginary Succefs had enabled him to give 
Law to the whole World, he renounc’d the League 
and Alliance lately concluded between him and 
j&bdehnelech, who, having fettled all his Mattersin 
Arabia , was' now grown able to contend with any 
foreign Oppofition, and had therefore conniv’d at 
fome of his Men who wailed the Borders and 


robb’d feveral^of the Emperor’s Subjects. At this 
"Juflinian was fo highly offended that he refolv’d 
to proceed to an open Rupture, for which he laid 
hold of a very trivial Occafion \ he refus’d to re¬ 
ceive the Tribuce of Gold which the Saracens 
had oblig’d themfelves by the late Articles to pay 
him every Year, becaufe it was not ftampd with 


his Image: 


And tho’ Abdelmelech promis’d to put 


a flop to the Depredations his Subjects committed 
upon the Borders, and to perform every thing elle 
requir’d of him by the Treaty, yet he continu’d 


Me declares inflexible, and declar’d Waragainft him. This Re- 
War with folution, as it was inconfiderate and unnecefihry* fo 

cens^ * n ^ le ^ F roV £ very prejudicial and fatal 


i 


'>* 




to 
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& 

to the Empire, and gave Entrance to thole innumera** 

ble Calamities which afterwards befel Chriftknity. 

Having thus refolv'd for the War, he began with 
great Diligence to raife a very powerful Army, in 


which he made as falfe Steps as in any of his for¬ 
mer Proceedings $ for diftrufting the Service of his 


Roman Leg 

he lifted at 


and the Forces already on Foot 


vaft Exp 


thirty thoufand Sclavs 


diftinguifhing ’em from the 


j 

9 



peculiar Marks of Honour and F 


of his Army by 


In the 


mean time the Saracens^ with repeated Prayers and 
Complaints, adjur’d him by the Living God 


5 by 

the Interpofition of whofb Name the League was 
made* not to break it: But Jie, without giving 

drew down 

Afia 


Audience to any of their Mefleng 
his Forces towards Sebaftopolts , a Town in 


Proconfularts. Whereupon the Saracens march’d 
againft him with all the Troops they were able to 
raife, and met him before he was got into the 


Bowels of their Country 5 there, advancing the Ta 

they 


bles of the League upon the Top of a Spe 
engag’d him under the Conduft* of Moamed 


9 


Mahomet , Abdelmelech's Lieutenant 


5 


or 


The Emp 


had the Advantage in the firft Encounter, and 



in all probability had obtain’d an entire Vi£fcory 
Moamed had not fupply’d his want of Men by the 
help of a Stratagem, always allowable, and fre¬ 
quently of great Ufe in the Management of a War* 
The Sclavi made up the ftrongeft Part of the Em 
peror 

from no other Confideration than that of their 


Army 


thefe he knew follow’d Juft 


Pay 


9 


he therefore fent ’em a larger Sum than that 


they had been promis’d by the Errq 
em to defert over to him 


eror, to induce 
1 into their own 

Country, whereupon twenty thoufand of ’em left: 

the Emperor, and join’d their Standards with thole 
of the Saracens. 
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ft 


This feafonable Addition to Moamed 


s Forces 

* "• A " I 

quite turn’d the Balance, for the Saracens fell in* 



upon the Romans , whilft they were amaz’d 

and defeat - at fo unexpe&ed a Defertion, and forc’d ’em to fly, 


?d by ’em, [fog Emp 


himfelf flattening in great Precip 



D, 


&9y 




tion to Leucate \ where enrag’d at hisLofs, and af¬ 
fronted at the Treachery of the Sclavi , he in great 
Fury commanded thofe that continu’d with him 
together with their Wives and Children, to be 
ilain, and their Bodies to be cuft into the Sea*, af¬ 
ter which barbarous Refentment he return’d with 

1 i 

Shame and Diflionour to Conftantinople , where he 


in 


Ihortly loft the Memory of his late Dilg 
other Amufements, 

In the mean time the Saracens grew fo formida 
ble by this important Victory, that Sabbatius* Go 
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of Armenia , being inform’d of the Empe 
ror’s Defeat, and knowing he had not Forces fuffi- 
cient to make Head againft the victorious Enemy, 
deliver’d the Country inftantly into their Hands 
after which they fubdu’d the inner Part of Ferfia 
call’d Chorofen. At the lame time Moamed , to be 
reveng’d on Juft 
feel the difrnal 


5 


5 



and to make his Subjefts 
of that War his Obftinacy 
and Perfidioufnefs had brought upon ’em, invaded 
his Dominions, in which he was affifted by the 


Sclavi , his new Auxiliaries 



whofe Direction 

he harafs’d the Provinces that lay moft expos’d j 

' d as many Mifchiefs and 


and 


fter he had 


Cruelties as an enrag’d barbarous Enemy could de 
lire, he return’d home with a vaft number of Pri 


foners, who were all fold into Captivity. 

In this manner were the Provinces exhaufted and 



ftroy f d 


whilft Juft 


, inftead of providing 

was wholly employ’d in Build¬ 
ings at Conftantinople^ where he erefted a magnifi 


for their Defence 


cent Banquetting-Houfe, and encircled his Palace 


with a Wall 


Sieph 


Verfian by Nation 


9 


.* i 


and 

chief 


4 ' t 



5 - 



totally darken’d., that the Stars were plainly feen at 

Noon-day. 

Juftintarf s abominable PrafHces had exceeding- Juftinian, 
ly expos’d him to the Hatred of his Subjects, 
which by degrees grew fo violent againft him, as ^ O diom~ 
made him apprehend it would in a fhort time to bis Sub - 
break out into fome dangerous E£Fe£ts ? for thi$j^» 
Reafon he confider’d by what means he might 
provide for his own Safety, and anticipate their 
Refentments. After fome Deliberation he gave 
Order to Stephen the Eunuch, and Rufus , an Offi¬ 
cer in the Army, upon a fet Night to MafTacre 

aU the Inhabitants of Conftantinople , and to begin 

with 


« 





Chapa V. LXIV. Juftinian II. 

lord hath made , therefore we will rejoice and be 
glad in it, this is the Lord's doings and it is mar¬ 
vellous in our Eyes. The next Morning Juftinian 
was carrv’d in an ignominious manner to the Circus 9 
where the People attended and banifh’d him by 




t 


and ha* 




n 


unanimous Voice to the Pontiek Cberfonefus. *$> 4 . 


At the fame time Theodotus and Stephen were 
dragg’d through the publick Streets to the Ox 
Market, where they were burnt aiive*, after which 
publick Examples of Juftice Leontius was faluted 
Emperor by the univerfal Acclamations of the 

People. 

Thus fell Juftinian from the height of Human A. D- 


Giory, VJU W U VVS tliW ftiyjWV VUJIJUU.U/II Ui I.I4V# 

meaneft Slave, disfigur’d, banifh’d, abandon’d and 
defpis’d, glad to efcape with Life, which was pro 


down to the abjedt Condition 


of 


the 


dP4. 


long’d to him by Providence, that he might re 
main to Pofterity a perfedfc Example of the Incon- 
ftancy of Fortune, and the Mutability of Human 


Greatnels. Almoft all Ages can fupply us with 
Inftances of unfortunate Princes, who either through 
their own Mifmanagement, or the Fadtions of 
State, have been forc’d to give way to popular Fu¬ 
ry, and lofe their Lives and Crowns together, or 
end their Days in a difconfolate Exile. But wc 

like this Juftinian , 


rarely meet with thofe, who 
have out-liv’d their ill Fortune 


i 


5 


and 


5 


after a ftor- 


my tempeftuous Declenfion, rifen again like the 
Sun with frefh Glories, and call’d the Authors of 


their Difgrace to a fevere and fatal Account. From 
the Confideration of fuch Examples as thefe we 
are taught to have am humble Opinion of our 
felves* to pay a juft Deference to thofe whom the 
Laws have fet over us-* to think no Man fo high. 


but that there is a fuperior Power ftill prefiding o 
ver, and able to control him*, nor any fo low, but 
the Hand of Providence can raife and reftore him. 

Thi 




great 


Revolution happen’d in the tenth 

Year 



{ 







mans 







Chap. Vs LXIV* Juftinian II. 

his Friends, and fled to the Chagan or King of 
the Avars, who at firft receiv’d him very honou¬ 


rably, and gave 


him his Sifter Theodora in Mar 


riage $ but was in the end fo corrupted by Apfi* 
mar's great Prefcnts, and larger Promifes, that he 
undertook either to deliver him up to his Officers 
alive, or to fend him his Head. This intended 
Treachery was reveal’d, by one of her Servants, to 
Theodora , and by her difcover’d to her Husband, 
who kill’d thofe who had been inftrufted to deftroy 
him, and fled by Sea to Trebelin , King of the Bul¬ 
garians , carrying with him, where-everhe remov’d, 
a fevere Senfe of the Injuries he had receiv’d \ for 




being feiz’d by a violent Storm in his PafTage throu 
the Straits , and in great Danger to be loft, fome 
of his Friends advis’d and befought him to make 


a Vow to Almighty God to forgive his Enemies 
if ever, in Mercy to his Sufferings, he Ihould re 
ftore him to his Throne-, he reply’d fternly, Let 


God drown me this Moment , rather than oblige me 
to renounce my Revenge, Trebelin receiv’d him with 
an unfeign’d Friendlhip, and promis’d him# upon 
his firft Re queft, to fupply him with mo ft power¬ 
ful Affiftance: Accordingly he rais’d a very great 

Army 


with which Juftinian feiz’d on Thrace , and 
laid clofeSiege to Conftantinople ; whereat firft he met 
with many Repulfes, and more Indignities from the 


Inhabitants,who,prefuming upon the Strength ofthe 
City, and that it would be impoffible for him to take 
it, revil’d himfromthe Walls, and molt arrogantly 
affronted him. But after he had been three Days 
before the Town fome of his Men got in by means 
of an Aquseduft, which the Befieg’d had forgot or 
negle£ted to fecure \ of which, as foon as Apfimar was 
inform’d, and that the City was loft, he fled with all 

tan to reap 

the Fruits of his Succefs, which made him once more 


his Treafure to Apolloneas 



^—— — * fv ivj i i joj ii.’ uu 1 

Matter of the Imperial City and the Empire. 


Jufti 


355 


/ 


A. D* 

704. 


r 






* 




This Mifcarriage, inftead of humbling the un¬ 
worthy Emperor, made him more haughty and re¬ 
vengeful: He remember’d the Attemps fomeof the His Cruel- 
Inhabitants of th eBofphorus had form’d againft hisLife^ ^ 

during his Exile, and that made him refolve upon 

the Ruin and Deftruftion of the whole Country 


at once; Accordingly he rigg’d out all the Ships 
he had that were fit for Service, on which he em¬ 
bark’d his Army, with exprefs Orders to kill all 
the Inhabitants of thofe Parts, Women as well as 
Men, and the innocent as well as the guilty. 

Thefe Orders were executed with the fame Bar- A. DJ 


barity they were given; for fome of thofe mifera- 710. 

ble Wretches were roafted alive, others they call 

into the Sea, and thofe who met with more Mercy 

at the Hands of their Butchers were put to the 

Sword, only the Children were fpar’d in refpe£t to 

their Age*, at which the Emperor was exceedingly 

enrag’d, and in great Fury commanded ’em to be 
brought by Sea to 

credin his Sight. 


Conftantiwple , there to be maffa- 
Accordingly they were, to the 

Z • Nem- 

* 


1 



38 


The 




Vol.'lV 



b 


Number of feventy three thoufand 


5 


put 


board 


feveral Ships prepar’d for that Purpofe, but were 
all loft in a Storm, to the great Diipleafure of the 
Tyrant, who thought hisVengeance imperfectly fi 


tisfy’d 


Thofe who ftill furviv’d his cruel Refern 


ment, underftanding he was preparing for a fecond 


Exp 


5 


and that he wasrefolvd to root out the 


r 


Refidue of their unhappy Nation, fled for Succour 

to their Neighbours the Chazari , by whofe Affift. t 
ance they deftroy 3 d feveral of the Emperor’s Troop* [ 
but feeing there was 



Juft 


end of their Miter 
execrable. Inhumanity 


5 


and 

they 


'4 


Philip- renounc’d their Allegiance to him*and faluted Fhi 


« ir4 


I 


?IGUS. 


lippicus Emper 

in Cephaknia 


5 


who was 


that time 


Exile 


hither he had been fent 






iU 


mar 


9 


we. obferv’d before. This Example wasfol 


, who having ir 

the Chazari 



low’d by the Tyrant’s own F 
feveral Encounters been defeated 
and knowing the implacable Humour of Juft 
thought they had no way left to juftifie their Con 
dti£h but fiding with thofe againft whom they 


} 


r- 

r 


i 




r 

* 

r 

! 


had committed fuch outrageous Hoftilities, upon 

no other account but togratifiehis bmtifli Paflions. 


A. D 

r 711. 



tcus 


find in 



hr mfelf proclaim’d Emp 


by the unanimous Content of two powerful Armies, 
and having fir ft receiv’d from ’em the Oath of Al- 

iance, march’d dire£fcly towards Conftantinople \ 
which, after fome Oppofition, he was receiv’d, 


T- 

{ 



It 

l 


iliiu Kivv* ^ 

'Tiberius* the Son of Juft 


by the Emprefs The 


odora lately deceas’d, was flain in the Pretence of 
An aft aft a*, his Grandmother} and Juft ini an hi mfelf 
was feiz’d fhortly after by Elias , a Prince of the 
Cbazaruyfjho- cut offhis Head and prefented it to Fhi- 




ItppZLWif tilJVV A. V 1 "'*'* -M. .jaw .. - 

the deferv’d End of that furious implacable Mon 


ind Philipp 


Rome. Th 


Her 


in the eighth Year 


after 


his Reftoration 


9 

1 


And from the Account the Reader has had of him 

he muft readily allow him to have been cruel and 

relentlefs 









Chap 



LXV. Philipoicus 


3 3 ? 


. » 

relenxkfs to the laft Degree, and fo devoted to his 


Revenge 


Effects of a 


unmanly Tempe 


l\CVWUgtj LUV JU1IV.V4.U V* ** » < vwia, wuiumuj * vi«| 

that he facrific’d whole Nations in the Purfuit 


? 
of 


it, and at length fell a Sacrific 




himfelf. 


He 


left the Empire in a more diftrafied Condition than 
any of his Predeceffors had done before him 5 which 

was owing wholly to his Heat and Intemperance; 
that forforne time hereafter we fhall meet 




Emp 


that were more like Annual Magiftratbs 


in a Country Borough,* than the Sovereign Prin 


of a potent State. And yet fo delud 


is Empi 





they 


thing 


were contented to facrifice 


their Honour, their Confciences, and what 
moft as extraoi 



P 1 


dinary, the fincere Enjoyments of 

to be the firil Man in a 


Life 


9 


dfftra&ed Common- wealth, lofingat the fame time 
what with fo much Earneftnefs they contended to 


gam, 


filffeting the Saracens to gain 



upon 


em, and 


pprefs 


Romans ? who by their own 


d 



Divifions were render’d weak and defencelefs 
The News of Juft ini an'$ Death was rece 
With great Confternation in Rome, efpecially 
the Pope, to whom he had appear’d well inclin’d 
and Kad done feveral Things in behalf of that See; 
and he fenew too well that he was not to expeilthe 

like Favours from his Succeffor Pbilippicus , who 


j 




Philfppi- 

s declares 


was a dfeclafd MonotheUtfr, and immediately upon 
his Promotion had expelFd Cyrus, Patriarch of Cow 
fiantinople , and advanc’d a Monk, who had former¬ 
ly foretold him of his exalted State, and promis’d 
him now a long and happy Reign,uponCondition 
he aboiifh’d the fixth General Council held at Con 
ftantinople, and reftor’d the Mom thelites, to all which 
he readily confented ; fo that in a Council fummon’d 
for that Purpofe all the Aftsofthe preceding Coun¬ 
cil were revok’d, one {ingle Operation of the Will 


Jefus Chrift was enforc’d 


* 


be 



c 


liev’d 


» 


and 


Account of all that had paiVd in this new Council 





was 



1 







Thefe Difputes between the Pope and the Em¬ 
peror proved fatal not ordy toPhilippicus but to his 
Succeflbrs, and in general to the whole Empire of 
the Eaft *, for the Popes had uftully the Advantage in 
the Quarrel, which was continu’d more or Ids e- 
ver after, and fery’d to enlarge the Authority of the 
Roman See, and render’d the Italians left affe&ed 
to the Emperor: All which made way for the Re- 
eftablifhment of the Empire in the Weft, which 
was effe&ed by the politick Popes, who thought 
they could more ealily contend with a divided than 
united Power, 

Whilft Vhilippicus was thus bufying himfelf in 
Matters relating to Religion the Bulgarians invaded 
Thrace , and made an irruption up as far as the 
Golden Gate of the City, and having kill’d and 
taken Captive great Numbers of People they re¬ 
turn’d without any Oppofition. Thefe Calamities 
render’d Pbilippicus fo difagreeable to the People, 
that tevcv&lTbraciansbxQkz'mio the Palace one Day 
whilft he was afleep after Dinner, and having pluck’d 
out his Eyes, before it was known abroad what 
they were doing, the next Morning being Rapier - 
Day, they inform’d the People, met together in 
the great Church, of what they had done, where¬ 
upon Anaflafeus was crown’d Emperor by the uni- 

yerfal Confent of the Inhabitants. 

, ^ 





rA 



2 , 




Hijtory. 


Vol.IV. 



dominant as to obflruSt the Operation of Bhyfi 
Men had been fo ; 


ccuftom’d to tranfgrefs. 




and 


e 


fcape with Impunity, that a due Execution of the 




f 

?*. 

k' 

V 


r / 


l. 


Laws 


* 

look’d on as an Innovation 


3 


and 





D 



]ar Adminiftratiori eileem’d a Tyranny. 

Anaftajius , fo foon as he was acknowledg’d and 
crown’d Emperor, made it his chiefeft Care to a- 

thofe Rocks on which his Predeceflbrs had fa- 
tally fplit; he knew the Honour and Profpcrity of 
the Empire depended upon the Peace and Unity 


i. 





I 

K 

i- 


of the Church, and. the* 


took 



are 



his 


Letters to the Pope to adore him and all the World 
that he was well affedted to the Catholick Faith 


1 

[■ 

t; 


j 


and that he was refolv’d to fee all his Subjects pay 
the Obedience that was due,to the preceding Ge¬ 
neral Councils. He knew likewife the Frontiers 

« f 

were ill guarded, and the Army in general in great 
need of a thorough Reformation; for which Rea- 


1 


f 


fon he fent fuch as he had 



Caufe to confide 


mm 


vy’d frelb F 


nd upon the Frontiers, and having 1 



Leo 


9 


* • 

an Jfc 


both of Horfe and Foot he 

by Birth, a Man of gr 





Capacity in Military Affairs, his General 
manding him to march to the Fr 


com 


o f Syria, 


from whence the Saracens made their Incurfions 

« • ♦ * . * * 

and infefied Afia the lefs. At the fame time he ri 


j 





ery powerful Fleet, with which he proposed 


t 


reconquer Egypt, arid re 


it to the Emp 


The Fleet fail’d accordingly, attended with the 
Prayers of all thofe who wifh’d well to their 
Country, and had an Efteem for the j$refent Go 


nment 


Their firft Attempts were upon Alex. 

anchia . where the Confternation the Inhabitant 

* * / 

were in by far exceeded the Damage they receiv’d 
for the Imperialifts were forc’d to raife the Siege 
for want of warlike Provifions, as they pretended 


7 


5 



af 

their 'Ship 


two 


th 


to 




3 


and 



fruitlefs Aflaults 

to the Ifle of Rhodes pro 

pos 



i 4 



Chap 



LXVI 



Theodofius III 




545 


pos’d to prepare at that Place fuch Neceffaries as 

* * # ^ • 1 p ’ flfl 1 

were requifite for carrying^ on the Siege 

Emp 


The 


being inform’d of their Retreat 


was 



much difpleas’d, and fending ’em fuch Provifi 
; of War as he thought were requifite command 


ed ’em 

feverely reproving the fupe 


to the Service, at the fame time 

rior Officers for their 


• *» 


i 




Management: But Military Difcipiine*declin’d 


that Age, and grew as corrupt as the other Sci 

^ t t • -A /) /• 1 


ences 


i'o that inilead of obeying Anaflafius they The Army 

Re- revolts and 


Lilac iiJAicau ua ^*r***j* 

evoked againft him, and forc’d Theodofi\ 
ceiver of the Revenue, to accept of the Purple. 
Cedrenus makes no mention of the Alexandrian Ex- 

ft 

pedition, but faith, Anaflafius , being inform’d the 
Saracens were making great Naval Preparations up- 
theCoafts.of Phoenicia , and defign’d from thence 


declares 

Theodofi- 

us Emperor 


to befiege Conftantinople , rigg’d out a ftrong Fleet 


5 

9 


with Orders to fail and burn the Enemy’s Navy 
but that a Diflention arifing among the Soldiers 
they kill’d the Admiral, and dreading the Punifh- 
ment due to Co horrible a Fa£l declar’d Anafi 
unworthy of the Empire, and nam’d Theodofi, 


for 


his Succeffor *, that Theodofius being an honeft Man, 
tho’ of a mean Rxtra&ion, hid himfelf for fome 
time, but was forc’d in the end to accept of the 
Sovereignty. After which he return’d at the Head 
of his Army to Befiege Conftantinople , where Ana - 


ftafius defended himfelf for feveral Months with 
extraordinary Valour, but was at length fo ftraiterfd 
both by Sea and Land, that he was forc’d to fly to 


Bit by 


f 


whither Theodoftus purfu’d him 


9 

9 


Nice in 

took him, and having order’d him to be Shav’d 
fent him in the Habit of a Monk as an Exile to 

after he had enjoy’d the Title of Em 




peror near two Year 

Tbeodofms , the new Emperor 
niftration with reforming feveral Abufes 


5 


beg 


. D 
7 I f* 


his Admi- . 


and State, which had crept in during tfa 


e 




Ihurch 

Reign 

of 


us III 


« 




i 
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of Sicily , obferv- 

ing.the great Preparations the Saracens were form¬ 
ing againft the Emperor, and conceiving it impof- 

lible for him to refill: ’em, declar'd one Bafilius , the 
Son of Gnomagulus , Emperor, changing his Name 
Into that of Tiberius . Leo fent Paul y an Officer qf 
the Houftiold, againft the Ufurper, who coming 
into the Ifland readily reftor’d it to the Emperor’s 
Obedience 5 and having cut off Tiberius his Head, 
lie forc’d Sergius to ‘fly for Safety into Italy , and 
throw himfelf into the Protection of the Lombards, 
About this time Conftantine. , Sirnam'd Gopronynms , 
for that he bewray’d the Font at his Baptifm, was 
bom, ro the great Joy of Leo , and Satisfaction of 

she Inhabitants of Gonflantinople. Paul us Diaconus y 

who upon all Occafions expreffes a great Averfion 
to that Prince upon the account of his Enmity to 
Images, tells us, That the Patriarch, obferving 
what the Infant had done at his Baptifm, foretold 
he would in time prove a great Plague and Ene¬ 
my to the Church 5 tho* it may eafily be prov’d , 
that this Tale was forg’d a long time after the Child 
Iiad been Baptis’d. 

The Joy the Birth of this Prince occafion’d at 
Constantinople was hardly over before Leo was threat¬ 
en’d with a frefh Invafion, For Anaftafeus the Se¬ 
cond, who had been banifil’d to Tbejjalonica , began 
to entertain fome Hopes of his Reftauration, be^ 
Ing encourag’d to it by the Bifliop of the Place. 
In order to which he efcap’d to Tribelin , King of 
the Bulgarians^ from whom he obtain’d a confi- 
derable Army, with which he march’d into Thrace^ 
and approach'd the Imperial City upon aPrefump- 
tion that the Inhabitants would open the Gates, 
and receive him in 5 inftead of which, when the 

Bulgarians faw they defended themfelves refolute- 
ly againft him, and that Leo was railing a nume¬ 
rous Army, which it was impoffihle for 'em to re- 

fill, 



M 


Chap. V 


LXVIII 


Leo II 


n 


fid 


they feiz'd on the unfortune Anaftafii 


and 


deliver’d him and the Bifhop to Leo, who irnme 

diately order’d ’em both to be put to Death. 


having thus diverted 


Leo , having thus 

"d his Deftru£tion 


Storm that threat 


folemnly Crown’d h 


Conft 


d declar’d him Empero 


d his Son 

with him* 


A. D 

7 10 * 


as 


ji> art it rt uwiw* v* 

the readied means to prevent any fuch Attempts 


for the future 


and fecure the Emp 


to his Po 


fterity 


After which Solemnity he march’d once 


gainfl the Saracens 


5 


more with his Army againft the Saracens , who, 
having been often, repuls’d by the Emperor in the 
Rail, refolv’d now to try their Fortunes in the 
Weft, where they committed feveral Piracies, and 
grievoufly infefted the Sicilian and Italian Coafts^ 
after which they feiz’d on Sardinia, where they 






after which they feiz’d on Sardinia, where they 
rag’d with unfpeakable Barbarity, abftaining neither 


from Churches 
of the Saints. Having reftrain’d thefe Infidels 

who fhortly after broke out into Contentions a 


Monafteries 


nor the Sepal cl 


I 


» « 


mong 


themfelves 


Leo from this time forward la 


bour’d with great Zeal to remove Images out of 
the Church, being juftly fcadaliz’d at the great 
Veneration that was paid ’era, and in all likelihood 
provok’d to it by Gregory the Second, Pope of 
Rome , who, fufpe&ing the Emperor was difaff.filed 


to his Perfon, rebell’d againft him 


and entering 


mto 


Alliance with the French, flopp’d the Re- rebels a- 


Tote 


venue that was ordinarily 


of Italy 


Thefe Difp 


’d for the Emperor gwnft&s 
as they very much Em t )2ror * 


weaken’d the Emperor’s Interefl 


the Weft 


fo 


they ferv’d to exalt the 
who on every Occafion 


\uthority of the Pop 


* 


k care to enlarge and 


extend their Power 


Leo is faid before this 


fent Paul , Exarch of Ravenna , imo'Italy , with ex- 
prefs Orders to feize upon the Pope, and put him; 
to Death; the Execution of which, Paul y upon his 
Arrival in Italy , committed to Bafilius and fotne 


committed to Bafil 


others 


But the Pope had fo good Intelligence 

that 





V. 


LXVIII. 


Leo 





34 * 


ving rais’d a very powerful Afmy, compos’d as well 

of Romans as Lombards , he laid dole Siege to 2&r- 
venna 3 where the Exarch, Paiil y who little expe&ed 
fuch a Surprife, receiv’d him lb courageoufly that 
fie forc’d him to retire. Luitprdnd, defpairing of 
Succefs againftthe Town, and unwilling to hazard 
and weaken his Army in any fruidefs Attempts, 
broke up and remov’d to Chiajffi , which, being ill 
prepar’d for a Siege, he eafily took and plunder’d* 
The Lofs of this Place extreamly alarm’d the In¬ 
habitants of Ravenna , whereupon Luitprand taking 


the Advantage of theif Fears return’d back, and 


fo tir’d the Garrifon and Townfmen 



his fre 


quent Aflaults, that Taul 3 in defpair of any Sue 


cours, drew off privately, and left the Town to the 
Difcretion of the Inhabitants, who being unable to 
defend it, it was taken by Affault and plunder’d. 


Ravesma 

taken by the 


The Lombards found in it many Rarities of Anti- Lombards, 
quity, among the reft the Brazen Statue of an Em¬ 
peror on Horfeback, Vhich Luitprand remov’d to 
Pavia, where it continues to this Day. 

Ravenna being thus, taken, the reft of the Cities A. D 
depending upon it fell of Courfib into the Hands yzy. 
of the Lombards , fo that Liiitprand f being hereby 
become Matter of the Exarchate, ere&ed it into a 
Dutchy, and made his Grandfon Hildebrand Duke 
of it, who, being an Infant, had Peredeus , Duke 
of Vicenza, affign’d him for his Governor. 

Gregory , having in this manner kindled up a 
W ar between Paul and the Lombards , fate ft ill as 
an idle Spectator j he was willing to have the Ex 
arch chaftis’d, but not defirous to fee the Power 
and Dominion of the Lombards encreafe$ he had 
no great Kindnefs for the Emperor, and it war 


f 


his Intereft to wifh both Sides weaken’d, that his 


own Authority* which already began to gain 
Ground every Day, might make a greater Progrefs 

in Italy . He began now to tremble at Luitprand *s 

amazing 









Idolatry, by reafon of the Religious Worfhip paid 
to Images, and their Invocation of the Saints. But 
as neither the Jews or Mahometans entertain’d fc 

friendly Thoughts of the Chriftians, as to be con¬ 
cern’d in what Religious Points they diffented from 
them, and in what Particulars they offended God 
Almighty, fo on the other Hand it is mofl cer¬ 
tain Aumar was dead feven Years before the Publi- 

4 

cation of this Edi£fe; and on the other fide its 
very unlikely Leo fhould liften to the Jews y a Peo¬ 
ple he detefted, and whom he was v/ery zealous to 
extirpate, as it appear’d in feveral In fiances of his 
Reign before the time of this Edi£t. However, 
fince the Thing was fo very conformable to the 
Law of God 3 Leo is to be commended for it, whe¬ 
ther he did it freely of himfelf, or was induc’d to 
it by the Jews or Saracens . 

Gregory , having receiv’d the Emperor’s Letter®, 
very indufttioufly oppos’d the Edift, and in his An- 
fwer to Leo endeavours to convince him by fuch Ar¬ 
guments as could not but confirm him in his Defign,' 
concluding all with aflerting that Matters relating 
to Religion in no meafure belonged to the Emperor but 
him , who had the foie Tower of maintaining and con 
tinning the Faith 3 which had been left him by the 
Fathers . 
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ance, and ftir ’em up to Rebellion and mod horri¬ 
ble unnatural Murders; By which it’s evident the 
Pope laid hold of this Opportunity, and oppos’d 
the Emperor’s Edid for no other purpofe but to 
withdraw himfelf from his Obedience, and render 
himfelf Mailer of Rome and the Exarchate; for the The Pope 
Romans having kill’d their Governor, as we obfer-* 
ved before,would acknowledge no other Sovereign» 
but the Pope himfelf, which Example was follow’d Rome and 
by almoft thirty other Cities* who revolted from othtr vla- 

the Emperor, and fwore Allegiance to the Pope. 


Of this when Leo was inform'd 


he 


immediately 


fent away Euty chius, a Patrician, to be his Exarch 
in Ravenna , and provide in the beft manner he 
could for the Diforders in Italy, where Eutychms 

Head of a powerful Army he 

Friendship of Lmtprand % 


being arriv’d 


at th 


the 


.op 


earneftly courted 

King of the Lombards , as the moft effectual way 
to reduce the Pope to Reafon; who, in the mean 
time, thunder’d out his Anathema's againft the Ex¬ 
arch, and prepar'd to oppofe him. 

Trafimond , Duke of Spoleto , had about this time 

revolted, and taken up Arms againft Luitprand % 
which made the King the more inclinable to eat 
into an Alliance with the Exarch, that with thefr 
united Forces they might at once reduce the Pope 
and chaftife the Duke: Accordingly they both be¬ 
gan very vigoroufly to prepare for the War, at 
which Trafimond was fo terrify’d that he fent a fub- 
miffive Meflage to the King, declaring himfelf rea¬ 
dy to obey his Orders, and to renew his Oath of 
Fidelity j which was perform’d to the entire Satif 
fa&ion of Luitprand , who receiv’d Hoftagesfor his A. D. 
future Obedience, and then gave Orders for his 72,9. 
Army to march towards Rome : But the Pope, 
who now found the whole Fury of the War di¬ 
rected againft him, went accompany’d with fotne 
of his Clergy and the principal inhabitants of the 

A a City . 
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back with them to Rome, for which the Pop 
great Rage excommunicated him * and in a Synod 
fummon’d at Rome he ordain’d, That whoever for 
the future, in Contempt of the ancient Cuftoms of the r 
Catholick Church , prefum*d to abolijh the Worfhip 
Images , fhoald be cut 

from the Body of Chrifl 
ed . 




as an 


9 


ifecled Member , 
and remain excommunicate 


Whereupon the Emperor, who faw his Au¬ 
thority was quite abolifh’d in Rome and the Terri¬ 
tories belonging to it, that the Pope had ufurp’d 
k, and put him under the Sentence of Excommu¬ 


nication 




mann’d out a Fleet in order to make 
Defcent into Italy , but his Ships were all difpers’d 
by a Temp<*ft which feiz’d ’em in the Adriatick 
Sea; fo that he was forc’d to be fatisfy’d with con- 


fifcating the Tribute rais’d to the Pope out of Ca~ 
labria and Sicily, which was utually call’d St. Pe~ 

to no more at that 
half a Talent of Gold and three Ta¬ 
lents of Silver. Thefe Contefts between the Em- 


ier 3 s Patrimony, and amounted 


time 



peror and th 




Pop 


9 


which the latter were al¬ 


ways the Gainers, made Leo , towards the latter end 
of his Reign, grow morofe and implacable, fo that 
he burden’d the Provinces with intolerable Exacti¬ 
ons, and laid a Tax upon every Male Child asfoon 
as he was born*, and tho’ in the Beginning of his 
Reign he had often defeated the Saracens and weak- 


d their Armies, yet now 



they beg 





torn 


felt the&aftern Provinces, deftroying whoieTowns 

and returning home with much Booty and 

i • • • • # 


at 


great Multitudes of Capt 


9 


meeting with 


their incurfions that were able to make Head again ft 


555 




em, or put a Stop to their Depredat 


After A. D 


th 


9 


and 


the laft Year of Leo , a moft dreadful 

where 


Earthquake vifited Conjiantinople , wnere many ^ 
Churches. Monafteries and private Houfes were o 


74 x * 

A. terrihh 


bury’d 


d, and great Numbers of the Inhabitant 


quakt 


the Ruins® and the Statues of feveral of 


A 


z 


the 
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the ancient Emperors were remov’d from their Foun¬ 
dation. The fame Calamity happen’d at Nice and 
Nicomedia ., continuing for the .Space of eleven 
Months together, during which People labour’d 
under daily Apprehenfions; the Sea was fo much 
difturb’d that it forfook its ufual Courfe, upon 
which great Inundations follow’d. Not long after 
Leo dies ,this Leo dy’d, having reign’d twenty five Years, 

two Months and twenty Days} in which time he 
gave the World feveral remarkable inftances of his 
great Moderation and Valour, having vigoroufly 
preferv’d the Empire from the Attempts of the 
Saracens , whom he overcame in many fignal En¬ 
gagements. He was a zealous Profeflbr of the 


Chriftian Religi 


t 


exa£fc Obferver of the Ge 


neral Councils, and a declar’d Enemy to Hereticks. 
Towards the latter end of his Reign his Averfion 
to Images render’d him odious to the ignorant and 


fuperftitious, and gave the Popes of Some 


Op 


COWS TAN 

tinus Co- 

fRONYMUS, 


portunity of ufurping his Authority in his Life 
time, and encourag’d them to wound his Reputa¬ 
tion after his Death. The undutiful Oppofition he 
met with from them render’d him peevifli and iro 
patient; tho’ an impartial Pofterity mull of necef- 
iity commend him for that which made them and 
their Partifans his profefs’d Enemies, his earneft 
Defire to fupprefs Idolatry 


Confl 


9 


the Son of la& % had*for feveral Years 


before been affociated with his Father in the Em¬ 
pire, fo that he was acknowledg’d without any Dif¬ 
ficulty as his Succeflbr at his Death, and was 
Crown’d accordingly on the twenty feventh of 

reigning from that Day thirty four Years 



and three Months, tho ? not without fome Oppo 
fition even in the Beginning of his Reig 


iiuuu hi uiw uwguiujug ui iiia HS WC 

fliall have occafion to fee hereafter. Immediately 
after his Coronation at Cotijiantinople he led an Ai 


my 



the Saracens , who were advanc’d into 


AJta 






nS 
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Aft#* where he overthrew ’em in fey era! Encoun¬ 
ters, and drove ’em home. But whilft he wasbu- 
fily employ’d in this War, Artabazdus, who had 
marry’d his Sifter, and had been left behind as Go* 
vernor of Conftantinople in his Abfence, perfuaded 
the meaner fort of People, who had a great Vene¬ 
ration for Images, to rife in Favour of him, and 
declare him Emperor. In this he was affifted by 
the Patriarch Anaftafius ■, who had concurr ’4 with 
Leo in whatever he did relating to Religion, but 
now on a fudden chang’d his Sentiments, and de¬ 
clar’d for the Ufurper. 

The News of this Infurre&ion was quickly car- 

ry’d to Conftantine in Afia, notwithftanding which, 
and the great Danger his Authority was in at Con* 
ftantinople , he was forc'd to continue in that Coun¬ 
try with his Army ail the Winter, which gave the 
Ufurper an Opportunity of advancing his Defigns, 
and ftrengthning hitnfelf in his Usurpation. He 
firft endeavour’d to perfuade the People that Con¬ 
ftantine was dead, after which hefeia’don his Sons* 
and having forc’d ’em to be lhav’d he fecur’d ’em 
inPrifon j but knowing the Pretence o£Conftantine'$ 

Death would quickly be dejte£fced, he perfuaded the 
Patriarch moft lblemnly to fwcar that Conftantine in 
his Prefence had blafphem’d our Saviour, declaring 
that he did not believe him to be the Son of God, but 
that he was born after the fame manner of his Mo¬ 
ther Mary, as Mary his Mother had born him* Tbo* 
this Blafphemy was a mere Calumny, invented by 
the Patriarch to impofe upon the People, and in¬ 
gratiate hitnfelf with the Tyrant, yet the Multi¬ 
tude were fo mov'd that they depos’d Conftantine 9 
and with general Acclamations faluted Artakazcbis 
Emperor. This gave a Beginning to a Civil War 
in the Eaft, the Particulars of which are not tranf* 

mitted down by any Authors to Pofterity^ tho’ 

they tell us in brief that it was more considerable 

A a 5 than 






the Saracens were at Civil Wars among themfelvcs* 
and he had a great mind to make his Advantage of 
theit Divifions; and was willing to leave his Sub* 
je£ts well affected to him 3 and adminifter no Oc^ 

" / cafion 
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cafion for a fecond Infurre&ion in his Abfence. 

When he had mutter’d his Army he fell upon ify- A.D. 
ria, and having overthrown the Infidels in feveral 746. 
Engagements, he recover’d Germanicia , and feve¬ 
ral other Places of importance, which for feme 
time had been in the Hands of the Saracens who, 
notwithftanding this great Lots, and tho* they 
were ftill threaten’d with greater, continu’d the 
Quarrels among themfelves, befieging their Caliph 
in the Capital City of Damafcus , and forcing him 
to fly into Egypt , where they kill’d him whilft he 
was at his Devotions, whereupon their Empire 
was divided into three Parts; for Verfia was de¬ 
liver’d to slbtulalas^ Egypt to Salym 9 and Syria to 
Abdalla* This Divifion very much weaken’d^ and 
endanger’d their Nation, ’till at length the Sove¬ 
reign Authority became united in the Perfon of 

Abdall#. 

0 

0 

The Saracens all this while were not more af¬ 
flicted by the Civil Wars among themfelves, and 
the Arms of the Empire, than the Empire it felf 
was weaken’d and almoft deftroy’d by Earth¬ 
quakes, which were more frequent and deftruCtive 
about this time than had been known in any Age 
before. Syria and Palejiine were moft grievoufly 
fliaken, innumerable Multitudes of Men perifh’d, 
together with great Quantities of Buildings both 
publick and private j the fame Provinces were vi- 
fited with fo extraordinary a Darknefs, that for 
feveral Days together, in the Month of shtguft? 
there was little or no Diftinftion between Day and 
Night. About the fame time a furious Pcftilence ^ Prang* 
broke out in Calabria , and paffing through Sicily 
proceeded as far as Confianttnople , where it rag’d 
with an infatiate Thirft for three Years together, 
infomuch that the Living were hardly fufficient 
to bury the Dead. It was obfervable that they 
who were feis’d with this Contagion, and were 

A a 4 doom’d 
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doom’d to die, had little Crofles made as k were 
with Oil imprinted on their deaths, and 
Art whatever to be remov’d. 


9 1 * 



no 


Though it was 


ac 


} 

(■> 


\ 


knowledg’d by all to be the immediate Finger of 
God Almighty, yet it ferv’d rather to terrific than 
reform Mankind. The W orld, for the moil part, 
was grown too obftinate to be reclaim'd, tho’ fur- 
rounded with Judgments, which in vj 
thods denounc’d the Divine Indignation 


w 

V 

r 


Me 


Shortly after thefe publick Calamities Leo the 
Third was born, who fucceeded his Father in the 
Empire, - by whom he was proclaim’d Augufius the 
Year following. Conftantine had for feverai Years 

hut 


get her 


been at Peace with his Neighb 


9 


having now, by fome popular A6ts, endear’d hiipn- 
felf with the People, and ftrengthen’d his Intereft 


by the Birth and Promotion of his Son 


an Army the next Year, and recov 
the Metropolis of the lefler Armenia 




he 



fiopl 

jor 




a City built 


5 


’d Melitern 
and 




Theod fius in Armenia tna 


and obierving that the Provinces which bor 


der’d uyon the Bulg 
llure of Defence, he 


wei 



e in no good Po- 
feverai new Forts for 


their Security, at which the Bulg 


were 



diflatisfy’d, that they 



their AmbafTadors to 


complain of it to the Firmer 


5 



whom they 


were ignommioufly treated, and difmifs’d with a 
difdainful Anfwerj which fo incens’d that People, 
that ‘ ' 



ey made a fudden Irruption into the Pro 
vinces without any Declaration of War, and ha¬ 
ving wafted the Country for feverai Days toge¬ 
ther without any Refiftance, they return’d home 


with an incredible Booty. At this the Emp 
was highly provok’d, but being not then in a Con- 

he deferr’d 
which time 


dition of refenting it as he 


his Revenge ’till fome Years after 
being, as 

ftife them, he march’d with 


ught 


he thought, Fufficiently prepar’d to cha 

a good Body of For 


t * 


If 


ces 
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lown’d for his Pcjrfonal Valour and extraordinary 

Performances. Thefe Confiderations, urg’d in an 
Affembly confifting chiefly of fuch, who by reafon 
of their Preferments, as well in Church as State* 
were engag’d to Pepin's Family* had the Effe& he 


and his Fjiends expected, fo that he was univer- 


faily deftr’d to take the Royaky upon him, which 
however he declin’d a while: 


For 




to render the 


he 


matter more authentick* and indifputable, 
fuaded the Affembly to wait for the Advice and 


per- 


Confent of Zqcbary 


t 


that time Biftiop of Rome 


7 


who he knew was his intimate Friend, and whofe 
Authority was but too great in the Church. Ac¬ 
cordingly a Letter was fent in the Name of the 
Affembly to the Pope, in which they defir’d to 
know. Whom he efteem'd moji worthy the Title and 


Dignity of a King ? One , who living at his Eafe and 

contributed nothing to the Honour and 


Pleafi 

Tranquility of the Publick 


* 


or 


him 


5 


who labour'd 


Night and Day for the Safety and Profperi/y of the 
State? The crafty Pope knew very well that Pe 
fin's Prote&ion would be oi great Ufe to him ia 
the Defigns the Kings of the Lombards and the Ex 
archs were continually forming againft him, and 
that no Difturbances could arife from his bribing 
him to it with the glorious Title of King, fince 


s« 


he had already been defired to accept of it by the 
Affembly of the States*, but on the other hand 
would give him and his Succeffors fome fort of 
Authority above that of lungs* to which he had a 
long time afpir’d. Upon thefe Motives he readily 
declar’d for Pepip 9 and flgnify’d his Pleafure accor- 

who 


t 


dingly to the States affetnbled at Soijfons 
having received his Letters, degraded Chilperick 
and confin’d him to a Monaftery; after which Pe-> 
pin was crown’d with much Solemnity by the 
Hands of Boniface Bifliop of Mentz , afligo’d by 
fhe Pope’s exprefs Order to that Service, 

Thus 


% 
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pra&ice by Stephen's Succeflbrs. In purfuance of 

his Pretenfions he dealt* fo effe&ually with Pepin 

that he refolv’d* in Favour of the Pope, to declare 
War againft the Lombards* and the Year following* A* D 
march’d over the Alps with a powerful Army, not- 755, 
wkhftanding the Care the Lombards had taken to 
fecure the Partes. Aiftulpbus , being terrify’d at fo 
unexpected an invafion, retir’d in great Precipitati¬ 
on, and fecund himfelf in Pavia , which Pepin in¬ 


verted, and was upon the Point of taking it, when 
Aiftulpbus , juftly fenfible of the great Danger he 
was in, had Reeourfe to Stephen , the grand Au¬ 
thor of the War, whom he promis’d in a moft fo- 
1cm manner to perform whatever he ftiouid require 
of him, upon Condition he prevail’d with Pepin to 


withdraw his Troops and return home. The Pope 
who began at length to commiferate the Condition 
of Italy , which had been grievoufly harafs’d by the 
French j and fearing leftPtfp/w, having taken Pavia 3 
and fecur’d Aiftulpbus who was in it, (hould ren 
der himfelf ablolute in Italy , where he would fuf 
fer no one, if poflible, to have a greater Authority 
than himfelf, perfuaded the King to liften to Over 
tures of Peace, which was concluded between ’em 
and Aiftulpbus oblig’d himfelf to furrender the Ex 
archate to the Pope, with whatever elfe he had be¬ 
longing to it. But fo foon as Pepin was return’d 




out of the Country, Aiftulpbus, 


findin 



he was 

freed from his Enemies, abfolv’d himfelf from the 
Obfervance of the Articles, and fate down with 
the beft of his Forces before Kome y having firft 
fpoiPd the Country about it. 

Pepin thought this Breach of Faith in the King 
of the Lombards fo nearly touch’d his Honour, that 
he return’d the Year following into Italy , where 
he forc’d the Lombards to rife from before Rome , 
and once more block’d up Aiftulpbus in Pavia j 

where when Ije found himfelf reduc’d to the Iaft 

Extremity, 
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€ 

verai Years before were not at open Wars with the 
Empire, and fo could not be look'd on as declar’d 
Enemies, yet they liv’d like very ill Neighbours, 

and were more untra£table and left to be trufied 

than thofewhofe Dominions they ufurp’d, and who, 

tho’ they were not fubjeft to the Empire, liv’d in 
Friendfhip with it, and upon all Occafions were rea¬ 
dy to affift it. The Biftra&ions in Religion weak¬ 
en’d the State, and there were more Bigots in the 
Church than Soldiers in the Army: And the Ac¬ 
counts of the Wars which happen'd in thofe Times, 
whatever they were, are tranfmitted down to us 
with the fame Negligence with which we may con¬ 
clude they were manag’d} and Fortune was prepa¬ 
ring to remove the Scene of A£tion into the Weft, 
fonaking the Majefty of the Byzantine Empire, 
which now grew languid and defenceleft. 

Defpairing therefore of recovering that by Force 
which had been forcibly taken from him, unlefs Pe¬ 
pin would engage not to affift the Pope againft him, 
he fent his Ambafladors with very rich Prefents up¬ 
on that Errand, but found Pepin deaf to any Pro- 
pofals of that nature, and refolv’d to preferve the 
Pope in the Pofleffion of what he had conferr’d 
upon himj in which he was encourag’d by the 
Pope’s Legates fent to him upon that Occafion, 
ind who by their Behaviour in their Negotiations 
afforded Conflantine new grounds for his Difplea- 
fure} whereupon he exafted with more Rigour 
than ever a ftrift Obfervance of his Edi£fcs concern- 
ing the Worffiip of Images, in which he was op¬ 
pos’d by none fo much as the Monks, who fo far 
provok’d the Emperor by their Oppofition, that 
he publifh’d a Law, forbidding any Perfon whate¬ 
ver to turn Monk, and was proceeding with much 
Severity againft ’em, when he was diverted for the 
prefent from his intended Purpofc by the Bulgaria 

War, the Occafion and Circumftances of which 
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in the Popedom, and the Eledfcion of Confiantine , who 
was advanc’d to the Papacy by the Power and Ar¬ 


tifices of his Brother Toton, Duke of Nepi. For Tot _ 
undemanding the Condition in which Paul lay, and 
how impoflibie it was for him to recover, gather’d 
A. D. t ^ e Forces he was able to raife, to which he join’d 


t hofe ofhisF r iends, and en tring Rome by F 


9 


feiz’d 


the City, where he prefented his Brother to fuc- 
ceed Pau /, who was by that time in the laft Extremi- 

but forafmuch as Confiantine was qualify’d with 



no Ecclefiaftical Orders, he wasfirft made a Clerk 


the Day following he was ordain’d Sub-Deacon, and 

on the third Deacon: After which he was conduced 

V 

by main Force toth eLateran, where three Bifliops 
confecrated him Pope of Rome t to the great Scandal 
and Indignation of the People and the Clergy, who 
were farther provok’d by the Infolence with which he 


behav’d himfelf; whereup 


i 


m 


private Afletn 


fummon’d for that purpofe, confifting of the 


bl> 

principal Citizens and molt eminent of the Cl 




rgy, 

it wasrefolv’d to expel Confiantine , and advance a 
Prieft call’d Philippus^ whom they conducted in 



great Pomp to the fame Church, and folemnly 
clar’d him Pope, rendring him fuch Acknowledge- 

, In the 

who, after the Praefeft, was 


ments as are ufual upon the like Occafions 



mean time 
a Man of the 
Son Sergius , 
themfelves to Confi 



Authority in the City, and his 
in Dignity to him, prefented 


who was not as yet dep 
and, the better to conceal their villanous De 


9 


ved 

figns againft him 


defir’d Leave 


9 


in 


fubmiflive 


manner, to<be difmifs’d out of the City, with an In 


tent 


icictd they pretended, to become Monks, uui 
foon as they were got out of the Gates, they fled tc 


but 


Defide 


King of the Lombards , defiring him t< 




aflift ’em in their Defign, which was to depofe bod 
Co?fiantine and Philips and advance a Creature 0 


their own to the Papacy. Defiderius gave ’em a Bo 



f 


* 
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-dy of Lombards to afiift ’em, with* whom entring 
fecretly into the City, they rais’d a terrible Sedition, 


57 



in which To ton, his Brother Fajfinus 


5 


and 


a 


great 


number of their Party, were murder’d; and then 
commanding Philip to return to the Monaftery from 
whence they had taken him, in an Affembly of the 
Chief Officers of the Militia, and Principal of the Ci¬ 
tizens and Clergy,they made Choice of Stephen , Prieft 
of St. Cecilia^ and confeerated him Pope, with the 
publick Acclamations of the People, on the feventh 
of jfuguft. After which they exercis’d all manner 
of Cruelties upon Conftantine's Officers and Dome** 
flicks 5 for they pluck’d out the Eyes and the Tongue 
o {Theodore, a Bifhop, who was Matter of his Hou- 
fhold, and proceeded with equal Barbarity againfl: 


the reft. Confta?2tbie was ftiut up in a Monaftery, 
where he was loaden with Irons, ’till they could form 
his Procefs, and bring him to his Trial, which was 
done the Year following, and he had a formal Sen¬ 
tence pronounc’d upon him* in Execution of which 
he was degraded from Sacred Orders, thrown out of 
the Church, had his Eyes pluck’d out, and fome 


undec. 

* • 4 - 


add that he was burnt alive, after he had been moft Mariana 
cruelly buffeted. By thefe inhuman Means Stephen s ^cl 
the Third obtain’d and confirm’d himfelf in the 
Popedom, which his Friends would perffiade the 
World he was no A6tor in himfelf, nor that he 
fought the Dignity, but receiv’d it as a voluntary 
Offer from the Hands of thofe bloody Reformers. 

Yet if he was not himfelf the Author of the Cru* 


cities, he at lead favour’d thofe that were ^ for he 
employ’d Sergius , the Son of Cbrijlopher , in an Em 


j JL ^ ' 1 i 

baffle into France , fhortly after his Promotion, and 
advanc’d others of mean Degree, who had been Cbrfa 
fiopher' s chief Inftruments, to the*higheft Dignir 
ties both of Church and State; but more efpeciaUy 
his Proceedings againfl Conflantine * fufficieqtly de<? 

fhjfp how well fie approv’d of wfiat had been done* 


Bb 



Jh§ 
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* 

The fame Yea^ that Stephen the Third was ad* 

Pepin dies, vanc’d to the Papacy in Italy Pepin dy’d at St. Den¬ 
nis in France , after he had liv'd about fifty four 
Years, and reign’d fixteen and an half. His Wife’s 
Name was Bertha 9 Daughter of Charibert , Earl of 
ta, by whom he had four Sons, Charles , Carlo 


man y Pepin and 


Giles 


* 


f which Pepin dy'd very 
young, and Giles was fent in his Youth into a Mo 
naftery upon Mount SoraEle in Italy , fo that Charles 
and Carloman were left Joint-Heirs of their Father’s 
Dominions*, in the Partition of which they at firft 
differ’d with much Contention, ’till in the end it 
was agreed between 'em, that Charles fhould have 
'Neuflria for his Share, comprehending the Southern 

and fhould quit Ah* 

. Ac- 

in the 


and Weftern Parts of F\ 


ft raft i 


the Oriental Part, to Carle 


th 


gly > Charles was crown’d at Noy 


9 


r* 


th Year of h 


Age 


9 


and Carloman at Soif 



9 


when he was about two and twenty 


thde Son 


Pepin 


left a Daughter 


Be* 
cal I’d 


^ W 1 A £ » A V * W JL/ ^ VV«I A * 

&ifella, behind him, whom Conflantiney the Em 
ror, demanded of her Brothers in Marriage, at 



■which Stephen the Third was fo alarm’d, that he 
madeufe of all his Artifices to prevent the Match*, 

Alliance between thofe two Prin- 

or’s Inclina- 


for he dread 





ees 


? 


which, confidering the Etnpei 


tions for him, could not but prove very preju¬ 
dicial to his Affairs, For this Reafon he endea¬ 
vour’d to perfuade Charles and Carloman , that it 
Was not-permitted to the Princes of France to con- 
trad Marriage with Strangers, without* the Gon- 


fent and Approbation of the Pope; and made ufe 


the fame Arguments the next Year 


wh 


a 


Match 


propos’d between Charles and Theoilo 

r; for he 


the King of the Lombards Daught 


imagin’d Upon good Grounds, that 
Kings, by vertue of fo flrid an A 1 

come to hav 



thofe two 

* 

fhould 


9 



cod Uaderftanding with each o 




+ f 
* 







ther 


3 


* ✓ 











Chap.V. LXIX. Conftant. Copr ony mus. 

if the Pope confented to his Demands, he would 
thereby make Charles his Enemy, and raife fome 
Commotions in Trance , which would give him art 
Opportunity of revenging himfelF upon the Pope, 
and conquering Rowe and all Italy j but if he re 


* 


377 


fus’d he thought he might then reafonably endea¬ 
vour to obtain that by Force, which he could not 
procure by a Treaty. Adrian would willingly have 
condefcended to his Demands, and therein have 
given an Inftance of the Authority he arrogated to 
himfelf over Kings but being of a piercing Judg¬ 
ment, he quickly found that Defiderius his foie Am¬ 
bition was to fet him at Variance with the King of 
Trance. For this Reafon he return’d the Ambafla 
dors a Civil but Ambiguous Anfwer, with which 


Defiderius being in no meafure fatisfy’d 
with a ftrong Army 




he 


d 


A. X>„ 
773 - 


Exarchate, where he 


furpriz’d Ferrara and fome other Places, and pre 
par’d to Befiege Ravenna it felf. The Pope, highly 
incens’d at this Rupture, fent to demand Afliftance 
from Charles , who very readily promis’d him his Pro¬ 
tection j and having by two repeated Embaflies re¬ 
quir’d Defiderius to evacuate thofe Towns belonging 

he 


k 


the Pope, which 


> 


Breach of the Treaty 


* 


had already feiz’d ; and finding the King, notwith- 
ftanding his fairPromifes, refolv’d to retain ’em, he 
made fuch Preparations for the War, as appear’d de- 
fign’d not only to aflift the Pope, but to make an 
entire Conqueft of the Kingdom of Lombardy. 

His whole Army met at the general Rendezvous Charles 



dies 


9 


Geneva , where he divided it into two Bo- Km & 
one of which he committed to the Condu£t [. 


of his Uncle Bernard , and the other he led him¬ 
felf another way. Defiderius , having certain Intel¬ 
ligence of his Motions, fent fome Troops to make 
good the Straits , and then rais’d all the Forces 


pares 
qtier Italy 


of his whole Kingdom which, having form’d in 


?9 § Wg ht y Army, prepar’d $o give Charles Bat? 




r 


Chap.V. LXIX. Conftant.Copronymus^ 

takc’it, be fled to Conftantinople , where he was 

kindly receiv’d by the Emperor*, and the Inhabi 
rants, defpairing to make 


379 


good the 

U 


Pice 


after 


his 


Departure, furrender’d it to Charles , who found Vero j ia ,- 

Carloman\ Widow and Children in it, whom he{7charle& 
fent into France, where they were very honoura- 

tho’ we have no Account from Hifto- 


* 


bly Treated, 

ry, what became of ’em afterwards- 

Pavia held out hitherto with great Conftancy 
whereupon Charles tc(o\v'& to go and keep his Eajler 
at Rome^ wher t Adrian ^ the Pope, gave him a moft 
magnificent Reception, and all the People follow’d 
him with Acclamations, frequently repeating that 
Saying Jn the Gofpel, Hleffed is he that cometh in the 
Name of the Lord . In the midft of thefe Triumphant 


Show 


s 


1 


Charles arriv’d at the Church of th ^Vatican 






where he devoutly kifs’d every Step as he mounted 
and where the Pope, feated on high, waited to re 
ceive him} and where, when they met, they em 
brac’d each other with many Tokens of a mutual 
Friendfhip< y 

Charles , having fpent a Week at Rome , return’d 
to his Army lying before Pavia 3 which began now 
to fuffer as much from the Famine and Peflilence that A. D* 
rag’d within, as from the Enemy without, fo that 


after a Siege of ten Months, 


774 - 

it was conftrain’d toAnd?avh 0 * 


furrendcr. The People before this, had been fo fir’d 
with this War, that they MafTacrcd the Duke of A* 

quitain , becaufe they imagin’d he had fomented, and 
did flill prolong it. Defiderins apprehending the like 
Dangerfrom the Popular Fury, deliver’d himfelf up 
with his W ife and Children to Chariest, who-.fent him 

t • 

into France , where he was Shav’d and made a Monk 
dying not long after at Liege . With him ended the The End of 
Kingdom of the Lombards in Italy , in the two Lom “ 

bardian 

Kingdom its 


j 


hundred and fixth Year after its Efiabiifhment, du 


ring which they mad 





a confiderable Figure in the Italy. 


<J i 


andtho’ their DiiTolution is ddaib’d with 

d 9 s 

\ ♦ / i < 

' ■ - ■’ •: -• ■ Peas 



4 


4 


4 


i 


i 
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Pens partial, in Behalf of Charles and the Pope, yet 
we muff: allow ’em to have been a People warlike 
and confiderable. Their (government at firft was 
fevere and cruel, but when they had embrac’d the 
Cfariftiap Religion it grew gentle and equitable, as 
appears by the many good Laws made for the Peace 
and Security of their Subjefts y their magnificent 
Churches, 

Buildings. The Church is indebted to ’em for many 
renown’d Confeffors, and the See of Rome owes ’em 


ftately Monafleries, and other Publick 


no lefs for feveral of her mo ft liberal Benefactors; 
fo that it would be hard to conceive why the Pope fo 
induftrioufly procurid to ruin them, if we did not 


remember that his Ambition out-weigh’d all other 

Confiderations whatever. After he had driven the 


Emperor 


3 


manner 


nt of all Italy , and feiVd 


what of Right belong’d to him, he could not fuf? 
for a neighbouring Prince fhould prefume to controul 
or contend with him, and therefore was never eafie 
3 rill he had remov’d him out of the way, that he 
might fafely Enjoy what he had mo ft fbamefully 
Ulurp’d, and add to his former Extortions, fuch Parts 


aeon us 


f Lombardy as lay moil convenient for him 

Paulus Di- Paul, the Deacon and Hiftorian, was carry 5 d Pri- 

foner with Defidevius into France , where he was ac? 
cufed of fome indirect Practices in Favour of his 

i 

Prince, whom he attempted to releafe; whereupon 
Charles order’d his Hand to be cut off, but recal- 

he 




ling his Sentence before it could be 


3 


only confin’d him to Cap 

Seas 


3 


Wand 


the Tu 



from whence he retir’d to the Abby of 
Mount Cajjln , where he became a Monk. He left 
feveral Writings behind him, the chief of which 


is his Hiftory of the Lombards , compris 




1 


in 


fix 


Books, wherein he appears very much addifted to 
the Superftitions of that Age, and zealous for th(? 

of J|i§ Prisice an§ Nwisn* 





Chap.V. LXIX. Conftant. Coprony mus. 5 g 1 

’ Chattel, having fettled his Authority in Pavia, re¬ 
turn’d to Rome, where the Pope receiv’d him at 
the Head of fifty Bifliops, and conferr’d upon 
him the Dignity of a Patrician, which was the firft 
Degree in Honour after that of Emperor, to whom 
of Right it belong’d to confer its but his Authori¬ 
ty being now extiu& in Italy , the Pope arrogated 
it to himfelf, as he did by degrees all the Imperial 

Honours and Ornaments. 

Before Charles departed for France he was Crown’d 
King of Lombardy , by Thomas , Arch-Bifhop of 
Milan , at Mon&a, a little Town near that City^ 

and then took care to fettle the Affairs of thofe 

* • _ 

Parts, in order to his Return into France . He re- 
fign’d to the Pope the Dutchies of Rome and Pe- 
roufe , with fome other Towns and Territories* re¬ 
taining however to himfelf and his Succeffors the 
Right of Sovereignty, and an Acknowledgment 
by way of Homage. The Dutchies of Beneven - 
turn , Spoleto and Friuli , he gave to fome of the 
Chief among the Lombards , who had not been 
bufie againft him in the late War, retaining to him- 
felfj Liguria, Tufcany and Emilia? which comprehend¬ 
ed the Dutchies of Parma^ Placentia , and Modena , 
Bologna , Venetia , Trent> Mantua , and the Cottian 
Alps*, and from this time forward thefe Terri¬ 
tories were call’d the Kingdom of Italy y which ex¬ 
tended to the River of Ofanto\ but Apulia , Ca« 
labria and Sicily continu’d ftill ih the Poffeflion of 

the Emperor. Thefe remarkable Tranfa^tions hap¬ 
pen’d in Italy in the thirty fifth Year of Con* 
fiantine y the ftxth of Charles the Great, King of 
France , the third of Pope Adrian the Firft, An* 

Bom 774. 

All this while Conflaniine was employ’d in Pro- 
fecuting the Image Worfhippers in the Eaft, or 
in his Wars with the Bulgarians , which were in¬ 
termitted by frequent Treaties, and renew’d with 

various 

* 



17 * 


van ou s 



The Roman Bijiory. Vol. IV, 

Some time before this a Peace 

was concluded between’em, the Articles of which 

were fo dillik’d by the Bulgarians 3 that they intend¬ 
ed to obferve it no longer than ’till they could find 
a convenient time to break it; For which Reafon 
twelve thoufand of their Men fell this Year in¬ 
to the Territories of the Empire, but met with a 
Succefs their Perfidy deferv’d, for Conflantine fell 
upon them and cut ’em all in Pieces; after which 
great Victory he return’d in Triumph to Confirm • 
tinople . This he afterwards call’d his Noble War 

bee a ufe there was not one Chri Ilian loft in it; tho* 

it feems the Vi£tory was obtain’d by Treachery, 


) 




inform’d by fonxe Bulgarians of 


Conftan* 

gine delud¬ 
ed 


he bem 

the Defigns of their Countrymen againft him. £ 


lericb 


? 


Prince of the Country, knew he had been 




j 


the betray’d, and made ufe of a Device to difeover the 

Kmg of the Traitors. He wrote to Conjlantine , and told him 
Bulgarians.j, e was w j}]j n g to quit his Dignity, and lead a 

vate Life in Conflantinopley for which purpofe 
defir’d his Letters of fafe Condudt, and to know 

, that 



what Friends he had amongft the Bulgarians 
he might commit his Perfon to their Truft, and re 


pair with them to his Prefence. Conftantinej who 
thought Eleriah iincere in his Pretenfions, fent him 
the Names of thofe who held Intelligence with 
him, who were all put to Death by the crafty 
Prince, to the great Shame and Indignation of the 
Emperor, who in the Extravagance of his Paflion 
pluck’d his Beard up by the Roots, and prepar’d 
to be fufficiently reveng’d upon Elerich the Spring 

was 


A.D. following; but in his March againft him he 

77 f • 

Canftan-j-j^g fourteenth of September , after he had reign’d 

ine dies. % * . r _ xr _ A j __ 


feiz’d with a contagious Feaver, of which be dy’d 


Bis Cha- 


thirty four Years ahd three Months. 

_ _ He left the State almoft in the fame Conditior 

racier. in which he found it; tho it’s very probable, if he 

had liv’d at a time when the Vigour of the Em- 

pin 




4 



• }i ** 4 * 
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fall hehadfettled himfelf in the Government, an&fe- 

cur’d it to his Son Conftantine $ in the Defcription of 
whofe Coronation Theophanes is very particular. He 
tells us, Leo by his Moderation had fo universally 
oblig’d the Inhabitants of Gonflantinople , that they 
came with a general Petition to him' to make his 


£ 


x 


V. 


Son Conftantine Emp 




prevent 




cafe of his 


> 


Civil War, which would of neccflity arife 

Contentionfor the Succef- 

he had to 


Death 
between his Brothers 


9 


Leo* who well knew the Game 


fion 

manage, reply’d, That he was ready to comply with 
their Kequejl^ hut was willingfir ft by a folemn Oath to 
oblige 'em to adhere to his Son , at that time an Inf \ 


% 


•• 


if ter his Deceafe , and defend him againfi all Competi 
tors whatever. This they readily contented to, and 
fora Week together the Hippodrome was crouded 
with fuch as with great Earneftnefs defir’d his Son’s 
Promotion, concluding all with an Oath of Allegi* 

to him, and obliging themfelves by a Pap 


9 


fubfcrib’d by the Army, the Senate, and all forts of 
People, never to admit of any but Leo 9 or C'onftan- 
tme s or their IfFue, to reign over them. The next 

?ror afcended a 


Day, being Eafter Ev.e, the Emperor 
Throne rais’d to an extraordinary Eminence for that 
purpofe, where he conferr’d the Tittle of Nobilijfmi 
on his Brothers Anthimius and Eudoxius , and from 
thence carry’d young Conflantine in a folemn Procef* 
fion to the Church, where changing his Habit, as 
his Predeceffbrs us’d to do* he, with his Son and 
the Patriarch, mounted the Place proper to fuch 
Solemnities, whilft the People laid their fubfcrib’d 
Papers upon the Holy Altar. When this was done, 
the Emperor addrefs’d himfelf in this manner to 


ho 



I 


the Affembly. Behold , my Brethren , 
have been to grant your Petition *, receive , according to 
your own Demands , my Son for your Emperor $ take 
him in the Prefence of the Almighty , from the Hands 

To which 

the 


?/ bis 


nly begotten Son Jefi 


Chrill 


t 

* 



jS 5 


:* - 


a®, 




•. *»V . s, 

V \" 
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! 


LXX. Leo III. 


the People with loud Acclamations reply’d ,Eeihon 


our 


Surety 


9 


thou Eternal Son of God; from thy 


Hand we receive oar Lord Conftantine for Empe 
ror , and ftand engag'd to defend hifn with our 
Lives and Fortunes . The Day following, being 


Eafter-D&y 9 


the Patriarch Crown’d young Conftan 


• • 


tine in the Prefence of all the People in the Hippo 
drome , after which he return’d in great Pomp to 
the Palace. 

The Pomp of this Solemnity fcem’d to raife an 
Appetite in Nicephorus, Leo’s Brother, to the So¬ 
vereignty, who therefore form'd a Confpiracy a 
gainft his Brothers but being difcover’d and 

• n_3 i_i_..__A . 


con 


vi£ted, he was banifh’d, together with his Accom¬ 
plices, into the Cherfonefe. Shortly after which £- 
lerich , King of the Bulgarians , who had fo often 


contended in the preceding Wars with Conftantine, 
the late Emperor, being in fome popular Tumult 
driven out of his Country, made a right ufe of 
his Misfortunes, and retir’d for Safety to ConJlanti~ 


tiople 


9 


where Leo receiv’d him with much Honour 






and, according to his own Requeft, order’d him 
to be infiru&ed in the Principles of the Chriftian 
Religion, which he embrac’d, created him a Pa¬ 
trician, and marry’d him to a Relation of the Em 
prefs Irene . 

Thefe Popular A£h in the Beginning of his 
Reign render’d Leo very gracious to the People 
by whofe Encouragement he prepar’d an Army to 
be fent againfi: the Saracens , who had lately been 
very troublefome upon the Borders. This Expe 
dition prov’d very fortunate to the Empire, for 
both Armies engag’d in the Month of February i 
Syria , where the Saracens were defeated, and lo 
eleven thoufand of their Men upon the Place. To 
repair which Lofs Mahdy 



or 



rais’d a 

very powerful Army, with which he pierc’d into 

the Territories of the Empire. Leo, perceiving he 


G G 


had 


A. D. 

778. 


A. D. 

77?" 






Leo i in the twenty ninth Year of his Father’s Constant 
R eign, had been efpous’d to Irene, Daughter to' IINUS PoR * 

the King of Bulgaria , by whom he had a Son call’d net vs?*" 
Con ft amine, and firnam’d Porphjrogenetus , becaufe . _ , 

born at a time when his Father and Grandfather ^ - 

were both Emnerors. Con ft anti ne, at his Father’s 7^°® 
Death, was no more than nine or ten Years of 
Age, for which Reafon his Mother Irene procur’d 
her felf to be declar’d Regent during her Son’s 
Minority. She, being a cunning ambitious Prin- 
cef^ and a Woman that would flick at no Vil« 
lany which could promote her Defigns, made feve- 
ral think that the haften’d her Husband’s Deaths 
that {he might have the foie Adminiftration of Af¬ 
fairs in her own Hands during her Son’s, Nonage: 

And this Conjedhire is made more than probable, 
by the ill Underftanding there was between her and 
& eo feme time before his Death. Before;, fhe had 
been eftablifh’d in the Management forty Days s 
feveralof ihe Senators and principal Citizens, grown 
weary of her Government, met together, and con- 

G c % fulted 













rtn 


his 



ave a beginning to the many Troubles that 

enfu’d afterwards. 

t * _ ' 

In the mean time Irene perfifted in her Zeal for 
the Worfhip of Images, which fhe was defirous 


to eftablifh 



the Authority of a Council 


to 


The Second 
Comal 



which purpofe having made Tberajim, contrary to 
the Eccleliafticai Canons, Patriarch of Conjiantiw 
pie, and being allur'd of the Pope’s Abidance, who 
ilie knew as earnellly de(ir)d the fame thing, foe 
fummon’d a Council to be celebrated at Conftanti - 
nople on the feventh of Auguft s A®. Dom> 786. But 
as they were all ready to form the A (Terribly 


a 


isiice fum-gtezt Number of the Inhabitants, and the Soldiers 
morid in garrifon’d in that City, knowing what the Bufinefs 



Behalf of the Council was to be, rofe in a tumultuous 


manner, and oblig’d all the Deputies that were ar¬ 
riv’d to retire, to the great Indignation of ta, 

who for that Reafon remov'd the Council the Year 

• •* 

following to Nice, where every thing was done 
according to the Purpofes for which it was fum¬ 
mon’d. And tho’ by tHe Romans it is efteem’d a 
General Council, it was not acknowledg’d as fuch 


by the feveral National Synods held after it in the 



a 


ft and the Weil. 
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fo violent a Convulfion by a furious Earthquake 

that the Inhabitants were forc’d to quit their DweU 
lings, and retire into the Fields 3 tili the Fury was 
abated. 

The Emperor being thus reftor’d to his Liber* 
ty, and the free Exercife of his Imperial Authori¬ 
ty, rais’d an Army againft the Bulgarians , whom 
he fought, but with what Succefs is uncertain | for 
fome fay he had the Viftory, others that it was a 
drawn Battel, and the reft affirm he had the worft 
in the Engagement, wherein he loft the Flower of 
his Army. His Succefs againft the Saracens is as 
varioufly reported} fo dark are the Accounts left 
us of that Age, as if the State of the Empire was 
fo low, as not to deferve to be remember’d in an 
ingenuous difinterefted Hiftory. 





• ? 


4 

i 


* 


But 


9 


whilft he was bufily employ’d in thefe 
Wars abroad, Irene and her Party were as bufie at 
home. They were fenfible how dangerous it was 
to attempt her Reftoration by Force, and there¬ 
fore they labour’d to effcft it by fubmiffive En¬ 


treaties and plaufible Remonftrances ^ they endea¬ 
vour’d to perfuade him by Arguments drawn from 
filial Duty and Obedience, and to terrific him 




to him the Dangers to which he was 


expos’d from the Defigns of his Enemies. 
'A.D. Confederations made him recall his Mother 

79Z. 


9 


Thefe 

with 


whom he was contented to aft in Conjunftion. 
Having, as he thought, ftrengthen’d his Authori¬ 
ty, which he was perfuaded in this manner to 



vide, he once more fell upon the Bulgarians , en¬ 
courag’d to it by fome Mathematicians, who made 
him fo confident of the Victory, that he omirted 
the proper Means to obtain it j fo that the Enc- 
The my, taking the Advantage of his ill grounded Se- 


ror ozer- 


, , curity, 

thrown by , • J '• 
the Bulga- wnicn 


gave him a very remarkable Defeat 


9 


in 


9 


befides 



reat Numbers of common Soldi 


nans 


ers, he loft the beft Officers of the Army, and the 

moll 




- ▼ 

Chap.V. LXXI. Conftant.Porphyrogen. 

moft confiderable Men in the Empire, together 
with Vancratws , the Aftronomer, who, upon the 
Prefumption of his Knowledge, had given him ail 
the AfTurances of a glorious Succefs, but now ex¬ 
perienc’d in Death the Vanity of his treacherous 

Art. 

t 


39 5 




* 


The Bulgarians , having thus gain’d the Bat 
forc’d the Camp, feiz’d on all the Emperor’s 
Baggage, and fcnt the dishonourable Prince naked 

home toConfiantinople . 

Thcfe Misfortunes open’d his Adverfaries Mouths 
againft him, whilft he, being confcious ’to himfelf 
of his own Unworthinefs, grew jealous and diftruft- 

^vhich fome, who were near his Perfon, endea- 


ful, 

vour’d to improve, by infinuating to him that the 
Soldiers then quarter’d in Conftantinople , grown 
weary of his Government, had a Defign to pro¬ 
mote Nicepborus *, at which he was fo enrag’d, that 
he commanded his Uncle's Eyes to be plpck’d out, 
and proceeded with the fame Severity againft Alexi¬ 


us, a Man in great Credit with the Army in Ar 

and againft his other Uncles, and moft of 


mem a 


9 


his near Relations, tho’ it did not appear they were 
any ways concern’d in the Confpiracy. Thefe Bar¬ 
barities arc faid to be a£ted at the Inftigation of I 

, who five Years after upon the fame Month 


rene 


and the fame Day of the Month, did as much by 
her Son Conflantine , as we (hall have occafion to 
fhow hereafter. 

For tho’ that Princefs feenrfd fatisfy’d with the 



Title of Emprefs without the Power, yet in 
crec file was continually contriving how to make 

her feIf Miftrcfe of both. Her greateft Adverfa¬ 
ries were the Armenian Legions, whom the Em¬ 
peror’s Cruelty to Alexius had driven into a Mu¬ 
tiny, in which they had feiz’d on Conflantianus 3 
and fome others, who were fenc into their Province 
at the Head of a ftrong Party to reduce them % 

whereupon Conflantine masch’d againft them him¬ 
felf, 


/ 


» 4 

I 




V 



ment. 




i 




Chap. V. LXXII. Irene. 

doth it by no means excufe the Inhuman Treafon 
of his inexorable Mother, who Sacrific’d her only 
Son to her Ariibition and Revenge. So foon as 
fhe faw her felf confirm’d without a Rival in the 
Imperial Authority, file fent Nicephorus and Chri 
ftopher , her late Husband’s Brothers, to Athens 
where they were murder’d 
after-. 
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her Order fhortly 
fo that now the whole Race of "Leo tfauri~ 
cus was totally extind, and no one left to difpute 
the Title with her. Wherefore fhe order’d her 

- t 

felf to be drawn into - the City by four Horfes in 
a gilt Chariot, attended by fome of the Patricians, 
who waited as her Slaves on either fide, whilft Ihe 
diftributed Mony amongft the People, as it was 
ufual at the Solemnity of a Coronation j which was A. D 
hardly finifli’d before the Saracens wafted the Ea- 7^8. 
ftern Provinces of the Empire, and having defeated ^ Sara- 
the Forces Irene fent out againft ’em, and deftroy’d cens infidt 
all the Cavalry the had quarter’d in Thrace , pH-the Empire, 

lag’d the whole Country, and made their Excurfi- 
ons almoft as far as the Gates of Conftantinople , after 
which they return’d with a very rich Booty home* 

Being deliver’d from thefe Foreign Dangers flic 

fell into greater at home} for Stauracius, who had . 
hitherto behav’d himfelf like the Slave of her Am¬ 
bition, began now to envy her the Crown which 
his Villanies had help’d to put upon her Head, and 

therefore confulted with his moft intimate Friends 

% 

the Means to deprive her of it. His Defigns were 
prevented by a feafonable Difcovery to lrene y who, 
in ConfiJeration of his former Services, punifii’d 
him no otherwife than by forbidding all Men to 
keep him Company} which moderate Carriage to 
wards him made him. fo afhatn’d of his Offence 


after. 




that he dy’d for Grief fliortly 

From this time forward, like other Tyrants and 
XJfurpers, fhe enjoy’d that in continual Fears and 

Jealoufies which ihe had obtain’d by Treafon and 

Par* 
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ry down to a new Period, which neither puts an 
End to the ConftantinopoUtan Empire, nor in reality 
introduces aDiviilonofit*, but rather the Ereftion 
of a new one", that bears no Relation 
unlefs in this Refpeft, that it ow’d its Beginning to 
the Power of the Sword, and a juft Regard to Mili¬ 
tary Difcipline : Tho’ ifthe Strength of both had 
been united together, it would have fallen as far 
fhort of the Ancient Roman Majefty, as does the 
imperfe£fc Refemblances of a Perfon taken after his 
Deceafe, fail fhort of his living Lineaments. The 
mighty Body of the Empire had, like a prodigious 
^fountain Oak, been long fincehewn down by the 
Sword of the Barbarians j and if the Root was left 
ftill remaining, it brought forth nothing but a ten¬ 
der Scion, which was too weak to contend with the 
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murder'd 
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chofen King of the Lombards^ 
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And 
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John, the Pope^ his famous Miracles, 48. 


Juftin L advanc'd to the Empire 


5 43 


Juftin II. declar'd Emperor 
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His Deaths 

Recalls Narfes 


out of Italy, 211. Declares Tiberius Caefar, ziz. 


Diesj 22 6 . 


Juftinian fucceeds Juftin L in the Empire , 7*7* Osvr 

, 59. RefoIves upon the A 


thr 07 vs the Pei fians 


frican War 
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Italian, 91. Ill fervid 
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Officers in Italy, 141 
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with the Perfians 
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}Bargain with the Hunns 
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Makes 
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ignominious 
His Inclinations 
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He embraces fame Heretical 


Opinions in his old Age 
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i p8. 


iif/j Death and 


Char after , zoi. 
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Phocas declar'd Empercr by the Soldiers , Zf<>. His 
perfidious Cruelty , 263. His Death and Char a- 

Uer y z6S • 

s. 

Saracens, they embrace the Dottrine of Mahomet, 
and conquer Perfia, 289. Defeat the Romans, 290. 
Conquer Egypt, 291'. Their Succefs in Africfe, 
304. 

T. 

Theodatus made King of the Goths, 90. Murders 
A malafont, 91. His timorous SubmiJJion y 93, He 
is depos'd , 97. 

Theodora, the Empref$ y the great Patronefs of the 
Eutychian Hereticks , 100, &c. 

Theodoricus, King of the Goths, his Expedition in- 
to Italy, 12. Surnamed Veronenfis, 13. Be* 
fieges Ravenna, 17. Declared King of Italy, 20. 
His prudent Adminifiation^ 24. His Reception 
and Behaviour at Rome, 27. He overthrows the 
Bulgarians, 33. His Death and Chara£ler y fo e 
Tiberius II. created Casfar, 222. Advanc'd to the 
Empire , Z16, Hts Death* 2Z2* 

' Totilas 
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